





Che Sunday School Gines 


Copyright, 1922, by The Sunday School Times Co, Entered at the post-office at Philadelphia as second-elass matter. 











Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, December 23, 1922 


Vol. Sixty-four, No. 51 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 811 





Lesson for January 7 in this Issue 


Notes on Open Letters: 
“Say, Fellows —” 
Where they Trudge to Bible School in Wooden Shoes. 
By Philip -E. Howard 
God Has the Last Word about P’u’s Prisoner. 
F. Howard Taylor 
Ways of Working That Work. Edited by Hugh Cork .. 801 
Problems of the Sunday-School Pianist: Study 13. By 
Robert Harkness 





PRR m meee enter tee eet eee ee eee eeeee 


Why the Doctor Didn’t Prescribe Alcohol. By Cc. -R. 
WRGGISIOE, DD. ccccccsctocccscnccccgecccvcescsccctoccsste 802 
The Little Sermon. By Henry W. Frost, D.D. ..,...... 802 
May Jews Go to Our Universities? By Thomas: M. 
Chalmers  ..ccccoeee hase 6eeh 50k os5ackeneeresecekeensseees 803 
GBenerss TASGGD TOMES csccccicsccsccccccsesccceccocesces 804-807 
Three Kings trom the Hast Again .....0..0.ccccsccscccvces 808 
ND ios SeIN SANE FAC CEN eek ber esse cdncvsecewensons 808 
An Orthodox Training School in Natal ...............66 809 
The Baptist Bible Union of America ...........esseeeeees 809 
. BO Sg Rr errr err eer rr ry 809 
ee I I cinco sae pas besbeesnsesecenbennaree 809 
TO Be BEE CP OOERG. ieteccenceteisecccssooverssdvesces 809 
BES WHINE: BED. secncccccscccecsccccsscvenessacocnoeveces 810 
The Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By H. McAllister 
SED Se ERSAOEFRSER PRC EORD ESS 6460200000 0000054080b000d480 811 
Se ND IIE os precdaccagnescaessscenssewssweebeeseey 812 
te 
Lesson Calendar 
1. January 7.—Jesus Healing on the Sabbath .:... Luke 13 
2. January 14.—Jesus Teaching Humility ........... Luke 14 
3. January 21.—The Prodigal Son. (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ................ Luke 15 
4. January 28.—The Rich Man and Lazarus ...... Luke 16 
5. February 4.—The Grace of Gratitude ............ Luke 17 
6. February 11.—The Spirit of Prayer .............. Luke 18 
7. February 18.—Jesus and Zacchaeus ......... Luke 19: I-10 
8 February 25.—The Parable of the Pounds ..Luke 19 : 11-48 
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OOD advertisers use a paper like The Sunday 

School Times because of their carefully sifted 

information about its readers’ general and sometimes 

even special needs. Are you deriving as much help 
as many others are from the advertisements ? 




















Steadfastly Set 
By John Weaver Weddell 
‘*He steadfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem.’’— Luke 9: 51. 


TEADFASTLY set,” for ‘‘ the time was come” 
And the place was fixed, and the Lamb must be 
dumb. 
His féet toward no palace, his face toward no home, 
Steadfastly set toward Jerusalem. 


“Steadfastly set,” though the way be long, 

And the blue waves of Galilee woo as a song 

And multitudes tarry the hillsides along — 
Steadfastly set toward Jerusalem. 


«‘Steadfastly set,’’ whilst griefs lie before 

And the pathway is rough and the sun beats sore 

And no friendly,shelter and no open door, 
Steadfastly set toward Jerusalem. 


“Steadfastly set’’ toward sorrow and loss, 

Beholding the danger, the darkness — the dross; 

Beholding the curse—and the cord — and the cross, — 
Steadfastly set toward Jerusalem. 


“Steadfastly set,” till the passion was o’er, 

To the finished work and thejoy set before — 

To the throne and the crown, and the life evermore, 
Steadfastly set toward Jerusalem. 








Rejoicing in Losses 

. It is easy to be happy at Christmas time. 
are given things we want. 
ef that which may seem to be just the opposite of the 
Christmas season, when we lose things instead of re- 


We 


Do we know also the joy 


ceiving them? John Hay, General Director of the 


Inland South America Missionary Union, writes from 
Argentina in a personal letter to the Editor: “Pray 
for the new missionaries who have suffered loss as 
a result of the revolution, that Satan nmy gain no 
advantage over them. It may be that when some of 
them learn what has happened to their goods they 
will need to be upheld by prayer if they are to ful- 
fill the Scripture injunction to ‘hold fast the profes- 
sion of their faith,’ and to follow the example of 
the saints of whom Paul wrote: ‘Ye both had com- 
passion, . and took joyfully the spoiling of your 
possessions, knowing that ye have for yourselves a 
better possession and an abiding one.’ The experi- 
ence will be new and unexpected to some of them.” 

Are we trusting our Lord to work in us, this moment, 
the miracle of rejoicing even if we have just lost 
something we greatly prized? He can do it; and 
only our unbelief can prevent his doing it. There 
is one Possession that can mever be taken from us, 
and that is Himself 

< 


John Wanamaker’s Death 


America lost one of the greatest Sunday-school 
leaders of a half century in the death of John Wana- 
maker on December 12, at his Philadelphia home. 
His career, both as a business leader and a Christian 
worker, was extraordinary in so many ways that it 
will be a long while before the challenging, touching 
incidents of his ministry cease to be told. Mr. Wana- 
maker was formerly the owner and publisher of The 
Sunday School Times, and brought the late Henry 
Clay Trumbull from New England-to Philadelphia 


Are “Fundamentalist” 


HOULD the fundamentals of Christianity be 
taught in the Sunday-school? Should the young- 
est as well as the oldest members of Sunday- 

school have continual opportunity to study the foun- 
dations of our faith? 

There can be but one answer to this question, from 
any intelligent Christian. If the fundamentals do not 
need to be taught in Sunday-school, then they are 
needed nowhere else. But they are needed, in every 
department of the school, in season and out of sea- 
son; and any so-called Christian Sunday-school that 
does not give its members these teachings belies its 
name and betrays its trust. 

But there is another question, to which the answer 
is perhaps not so obvious. Js a new course of Sun- 
day-sthool lessons needed in order to make sure that 
our Sunday-schools shall have full opportunity for 
studying, in the Word of God, the foundations of 
our faith? Or is the system of lessons that has been 
used for half a century, and that to-day binds to- 
gether the Sunday-schools and churches and family 
circles and evangelical periodicals in Christendom as 
no other one unit of Bible study has done or can do, 
the International Uniform Lesson System, adequate 
to meet this vital need? It is this question that The 
Sunday School Times would ask its readers to con- 
sider carefully, in the light of facts here presented. 
The question is being asked by readers of the Times. 
For example, a New Jersey superintendent writes: 

I have often wanted to write you and tell you how I 
thank God for your courageous stand for the fundamentals 
of our faith: Your splendid paper is a mighty bulwark in 
these days of spiritual declension and apostasy. 

Our Bible school has been discussing the new plan of 
the Fundamentalists adopting a new system of Sunday- 
school lessons based on the Gospel of John and beginning 
in January, 1923. Won’t you let me kfow what you intend 
to do, sg that I can notify my teachers? 


During the Iast week of October several members 
of a Committee of the Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation met in Minneapolis to consider a new Fun- 
damentals Suriday-school Bible Course. This Com- 
mittee was appointed at fhe Fundamentals Confer- 
ence in Los Angeles last June, in connection with the 
following resolution: “As members of evangelical 
churches and representatives of the evangelical faith, 
we declare our purpose to create our own Sunday- 
school Bible courses by January 1, 1923, and advise 
the adoption of the same by every church that re- 
mains loyal to the Lord and his Word.” 


to assume the editorship of this paper in 1875. One 
of the most progressive men of modern times in the 
field of business, Mr. Wanamaker was steadfastly 
old-fashioned in his Christian faith and refused to 
move from that faith with any so-called “progress- 
ives” or Modernists in religion, Called Home in his 
cighty-fifth year he leaves hosts of sorrowing friends 
the world around. A sketch of his life and work will 
be published in next. week’s issue of The Sunday 
School Times. 
“— 


New Year’s Resolutions 


Good results are better than good resoluticns. 
New Year’s Resolutions will not do for us what we 
need and what we long for in the year just opening. 
We have made so many such resolutions in the past! 
And now we need, not resolution, but accomplish- 
ment. How ¢an we have it? Dr. Griffith Thomas 
said at a Victorious Life Conference last January, 

“There is all the difference between turning over a 
néw leaf and receiving a New Life.” The one is 
our work; the other is God’s work. The one is merely 
an expression of our will power, our human effort; 
the ether is God himself, his will and his work. if 
we want 1923 to be our year not of a new leaf, but 
of the New Life, let us cease from our own works, 
our own trying, and commence trusting Him whose 
grace is sufficient. We must take this as we take any 
other gift at the Christmas season. It is an outright 
gift from God himself; it is the gift of God himself 
as the fulness of our life. “Thanks be to God for 
his unspeakable gift !” 


ws 


S. S. Lessons Needed ? 


in October, the Committee named 
adopted the following recommendations, to be sub- 
mitted to the Executive Committee of the Christian 
Fundamentals Association: 


At Minneapolis, 


In order that necessary time for the preparation 
of a course covering the entire Bible and that more 
representative and careful consideration of that 
course might be given, the Committee advises: 

(a) Beginning with January 1 and running until 
the end of September, 1923, the studies be given in 
the Gospel and Epistles of John — writings pecu- 
liarly adapted to the Fundamentalist contention and 
also the laying of a sure foundation for the more 
comprehensive study of the entire Book. 


(b) We recommend further that the Committee 
as appointed at Los Angeles .. . shall give careful 
consideration to the thorough preparation of a sys- 
tematic course looking to the creation of a Funda- 
mentalist Series that shall im due course cover the 
entire Bible, from Genesis to Revelation, and that 
the Committee shall not only outline the lessons, 
but shall create and otherwise provide all neces- 
sary aids to the most successful study of the Scrip- 
tures including comments, text-books, charts, ref- 
erence books, papers and magazines, and other 
forms of literature. . The prevailing methods of 
Bible study now in vogue are not and have not 
been satisfactory to the most efféctive Bible stu- 
dents of the world, nor even to the Sunday-school 
public ‘at large. They have clearly seen that the 
Bible, though made up of sixty-six books, is es- 
sentially one volume and should be so studied. The 
elective method has too often resulted in unrelated 
lessons and consequently has failed to give a con- 
neeted and comprehensive knowledge of the Word. 

The greatest single reason, however, for this 
action is in the interest of truth as opposed to 
falsehood. The apostasy of the age has made it- 
self felt as keenly in the Sunday-school literature 
as in any single phase of religious life, and beyond 
all question the influence of false teaching upon the 
minds of children and youth is so utterly damaging 
that to continue with a system specked with skep- 


ticism, or aids to study that are increasingly ra- 
tionalistic and infidel, is to prove ourselves unfaith- 
ful custodians of both the children of the land and 


the cause of Christ... . 
The proof of the apostasy of the age, second only 
te the rationalistic propaganda, is found in the cir- 
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cumstance that some self-confessed conservatives 
are satisfied with a partial, if not an emasculated 
Gospel. The Christian Fundamentals Association, 
in its original declaration, declared itself for a full 
Gospel, and it proposes no compromise in this mat- 
ter, and believes that in the preparation of the new 
series it can call proper attention to each and all of 
the great fundamentals of our oy | faith, includ- 
ing not alone the inspiration of the Book, the Deity 
of Christ, and the blood Atonement, but also “that 
blessed hope,” the promised return of our Lord, a 
doctrine which cannot be discredited without a sur- 
render of that fundamental of all fundamentals — 
the claim of inspiration. 


At the Los Angeles Fundamentals Conference the 
following resolution was passed: “In the matter of 
Sunday-school literature we find that some of the de- 
nominations are remaining fairly faithful, and we 
bel.eve that wherever their literature is found it 
ought to be employed by the members of that denomi- 
nation. We rejoice that The Sunday School Times, 
a non-denominational publication, remains strictly 
evangelical and orthodox, and we give it our hearty 
approval, as we do practically every magazine carry- 
ing Sunday-school literature and being published by 
our Bible Training Schools.” 

The Sunday School Times is deeply grateful for 
such expressions of unqualified fellowship and en- 
dorsement of its work, which have been made, over 
and over again, by the Fundamentals Conferences. 
The Times has gladly done everything in its power 
to bring the work of the Christian Fundamentals As- 
sociation favorably before the Christian churches of 
North America and the world, and it desires to con- 
tinue to do this, believing as it does in the eternally 
vital character of the principles for which both the 
Fundamentals Association and the Times stand. | 

Moreover, the Times is in the fullest sympathy with 
the ends and purposes set forth in the action of the 
Fundamentals Lesson Committee quoted above, so 
far as these relate to the best Bible study and spirit- 
ual life of our Sunday-schools. But it asks the breth- 
ren of the Fundamentals Association, and all evan- 
gelical Sunday-school workers, to consider carefully 
certain facts that seem not to have been given due 
weight. 

The Fundamentals Committee’s statement does not 
seem to distinguish clearly between the International 
Uniform Lessons, as a system of Bible lessons, and 
the various helps published on those lessons. The 


International Lesson Committee has no connection ' 


with any helps published on its lessons, but limits it- 
self exclusively to issuing lesson courses only, which 
are treated by any publishers or lesson writers any- 
where as the latter will. 

When therefore the Fundamentals Committee says, 
“the influence of false teaching upon the minds of 
children and youth is so utterly damaging,” this state- 
ment would not seem to have any real connection 
with the International Uniform Lessons as_ such. 
Those lessons consist solely of portions of Scripture, 
therefore they cannot contain any “influence of false 
teaching.” That same section goes on to speak of a 
“system specked with skepticism,” yet here again no 
skepticism appears in the International Uniform Les- 
sons, for the reason given. The same section speaks 
of “aids to study that are increasingly rationalistic 
and infidel.” It is true, of course, that there are many 
unsound and rationalistic helps on the International 
Uniform Lessons, but there are also sound and true 
helps on those lessons. There is nothing to prevent 
any Modernistic and unsound lesson writers and pub- 
lishers from issuing on any Fundamentais Course of 
Lessons that might brought out, “aids to study that 
are increasingly rationalistic and infidel.” The ques- 
tion here is wholly one of comments on the Scripture, 
not of the Scripture selections themselves. 


Fundamentals Prominent in International Lessons 


It would seem as though the Fundamentals Com- 
mittee had underestimated the increasingly valuable 
character of the International Uniform Tosesne of 
recent years. After very close experience with these 
lessons through the past twenty-five years, The Sun- 
day School Times believes that the International Uni- 
form Lessons in the last few years are the best that 
have been issued*in the half century of their history. 
The Fundamentals Committee speaks, and properly, 
of the importance of Sunday-school teaching being 
“basal to the fabric of our faith that through it we 
can lay foundations both deep and strong”; and 
again, that the proposed new Fundamentals Lessons 
should include “not alone the inspiration of the Book, 
the Deity of Christ, and the blood atonement, but also 
‘that blessed hope,’ the promised return of our Lord.” 
But has the Fundamentals Committee realized that 
all these vital doctrines have been prominently pre- 
sented in the International Uniform Lessons within 
the last five years? 

Many instances of this may be mentioned as they 
appear when one runs through the International Uni- 
form Lessons since 1918 (the lesson titles as given 
are not quoted, but the main themes or dominant doc- 
trines of the lessons named): 


Christ’s Bodily Resurrection, June 23, 1918 
Inspiration of the Bible, July 14, 1918 
The Atonement, Jaiuary 19, 19190 
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Christ the Saviour; the Atonement, April 13, 1919 

Christ’s Bodily Resurrection, April 20, 1919 

The Holy Spirit, April 27, 1919 

The Grace of God, May 18, 1919 wt 

The Lord’s Supper (with Golden Text on His 
Second Coming, 1 Cor. 11: 26), July 20, 1919 

The Second Coming of Christ, and the Tedqment 
Seat of Christ, September 14, 1919 

The Deity of Christ, November 9, to19 

The Atonement, December 14, 1919 

Christ’s Bodily Resurrection, December 21, 1919 

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit, January 4, 1920 

Studies in the Book of Revelation, March 14, 
March 21, March 28, 1920 

The Virgin Birth, October 3, 1920 

The Atonement, March 20, 1921 

Christ’s Bodily Resurrection, March 27, 192 

The Second my of Christ, May 7, 1922 

Inspiration of the Bible, May 21, June 4, a 

Second Coming and other lessons in Daniel, July 
% July 16, July 23, 1922 

irgin Birth (included), October 8, 1922 

During 1918 to 1923 entire book studies have been 
furnished, in the Gospel of Mark, the Gospel of 
Matthew, Philemon, the Gospel of .Luke; and a 
six-months’ course in the Life and Letters of Paul. 


Surely such lessons as these could not well be called 
“a partial, if not an emasculated Gospel.” And is 
there any obvious gain in dropping, in the midst of 
the course, the six-months® studies in Luke now 
running in the Uniform Lesson Series, in order to 
take up a course in the Gospel of John? The Uni- 
form Lessons have often covered John’s Gospel, and 
will do so again in 1926. 

There have been, of course, defects in the Interna- 
tional Lesson Course; and there would doubtless be 
defects in any course of lessons issued by the Funda- 
mentals Association. Some of the titles chosen by 
the International Lesson Committee have been un- 

















“Say, Fellows—” 


Last month a business man in Maryland wrote 
to the Rev. Wade C. Smith, that fountain-pen genius 
whose “Little Jetts” delight the hearts of so many 
readers of The Sunday School Times, young and old: 


My Beloved Brother Smith: 

I write to ask you if there is any way I can get a 
complete list (rather a complete copy) of all the articles 
you have written in past years in the “Say, Fellows —” 
corner of The Sunday School Times. 

I have addressed you as my beloved brother, because 
I have, through your articles, learned to harbor toward 
you a brotherly love greater than I have ever felt toward 
any man I’ve never seen, save Him whom, though we 
have never seen, we love because He first loved us. 

I am teaching a class of men in a ‘suburb of Balti- 
more, a class that started a short time ago with ten 
members, and now numbers one hundred and four, with 
an attendance of from sixty to seventy men. 

This class has been built up largely through the in- 
spiration and the wonderful help of your articles to 
your “Boys’ Class” referred to. 

It nearly took my props from under me when you 
discontinued your articles last year, and I have never 
found anything anywhere that has been anything like 
the help to me that I found in them. 

If they meant all that to me. they must have helped 
many others the same way. And I have always felt 
that if you realized the great good that glorious little 
talk was doing for the Kingdom, you never would have 
discontinued it. 

I would pay anything I can afford to get hold of a 
copy of them all—and would like to know, also, if there 
is any likelihood of your taking up the good work again. 

God doesn’t want a fellow with a fine talent like 
yours to keep out of print, and my prayer is that He 
will sustain you in body and soul to such an extent 
that you will again be a contributor through the Times. 

If any other paper prints your articles, or if I can 
get the old copies referred to, please inform me. 


Wade C. Smith starts “Say, Fellows —” in in 
this issue of The Sunday School Times. e thus 
starts the New Year right, for this Baltimore busi- 
ness man and for many another teacher of boys and 
men, as you will find by turning to his lesson article 
on the first lesson of the year, on page 807. A good 
many of the “Say, Fellows —” articles that were pub- 
lished in The Sunday School Times a couple of years 
ago have been brought together in book form by Mr. 
Smith, under the same title, and may be ofdered at 
$1.25 from The Sunday School Times Company. It 
was only an over-pressure of work, with temporarily 
impaired strength and health, that obliged Mr. Smith 
for a time to limit himself to one lesson article, the 
“Little Jetts.” But it is a real joy to have both “Say, 
Fellows —”. and “Little Jetts” doing their team-work 
together, week by week, for The Sunday School 
Times family. Will you pass on this good news to 
every friend of yours whose Sunday-school and Bible 
teaching work you think would be strengthened by 
8 Smith's consecrated genius for helping the other 
ellow! 
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wise or regrettable; but such titles can be, aud oc- 
casionally have been, set aside by sound lesson writers 
while treating the precious Scripture truths in any 
such lessons. And such titles are very few in number. 

The Sunday School Times seriously questions 
whether every verse of every chapter of the entire 
Bible can be or ought to be covered in any Sun- 
day-school lesson course intended for use by 
the majority of evangelical Sunday-schools ia 
Nerth America. When we remember that thirty min- 
utes a week is the entire teaching time of most Sun- 
day-schools, and that the size of the average Sunday- 
school in North America is about one hundred and 
seven, we realize that there are certain limitations in 
connection with the possibilities of practicable Bible 
courses intended for the average Sunday-school. The 
Times believes that the International Uniform Les- 
son Committee is furnishing courses which, under all 
the circumstances, are decidedly helpful and which 
offer the most satisfactory arrangement for the 
largest number of sound Sunday-schools. ; 


A New Course Not Needed 


To really get a new Sunday-school lesson system 
into the Sunday-schools of North America is a pro- 
digious, almost staggering undertaking. If the pres- 
ent Uniform Course were unworthy, unsound, or un- 
usable, then we ought to undertake a new course, no 
matter how prodigious and staggering the task. But 
in view of the strong reasons in favor of continuing 
the Uniform Lessons, and in view of the deep-seated 
and far-reaching ‘place they kave in the life of the 
sound, evangelical churches, Sunday-schools, family 
altars, and both the religious and secular periodical 
literature of North America, surely we may well stop 
and pray and study as to whether God would have 
us, at this time, attempt to replace that system with 
another. It would require many years to establish 
any new lesson system in the hearts and homes and 
churches and Sunday-schools of North America, as 
compared with the place already occupied by the 
Uniform ‘Lessons. The Fundamentals Committee’s 
recommendation that not only shall a new course of 
lessons be prepared covering the entire Bible, but also 
“that the Committee shall . . . create and otherwise 
provide all necessary aids to the most successful study 
of the Scriptures, including comments, text-books, 
charts, reference books, papers and magazines, and 
other forms of literature,” is a stupendous proposi- 
tion, requiring years to work out, and millions of 
dollars to bring to pass. It ought. to be attempted, 
if it is needed, But the Times, with many others be- 
lieves it is not needed, and therefore that to attempt 
it now would be disastrous. 

The Sunday School Times recognizes that there are 
unsound workers, leaders, and Bible teachers within 
the ranks of the International Sunday-school organ- 
ization. As readers well know, the Times has never 
hesitated to speak out frankly and fully in its col- 
umns in criticism of such unsoundness when it has 
appeared in either the International or the World’s 
Sunday School Associations. But the Times also rec- 
ognizes that there are many sound, true Christian 
leaders and Bible teachers within the International 
and World’s Sunday School organizations. 

In other words, the situation in the International 


Sunday-school work is identical with that in many of* ° 


our Protestant denominations: both the unsound and 
the sound are together. And the same principle and 
conviction which has kept most of us continuing as 
members of our respective denominations would 
plainly seem to obtain here. Many Christian workers 
have properly felt that, in spite of the unsoundness 
within their own denominations which they regret 
and condemn, the denomination has not yet gone far 
enough in committing itself officially or dominantly 
to unsoundness to justify their withdrawal. That 
is the position of individual members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff just as it is the position of 
individual members of the Christian Fundamentals 
Association. One can properly be a “Fundamentalist” 
and at the same time a loyal Presbyterian, Baptist, 
Methodist, “gow ees or member of many another 
denomination to-day. To protest against unsound- 
ness when it appears does not necessitate the sever- 
ance of all relations with organizations in which both 
the sound and the unsound are working. 

The next annual conference of the Christian Fun- 
damentals Association will be held at Fort Worth, 
Texas, April 8-15, 1923. At that time the.question of 
further action in connection with the proposed Fun- 
damentals Sunday-school Lesson Course will be con- 
sidered. May all Sunday-school workers be much in 
prayer that God’s will may then be clearly seen and 
done; and may all unite in prayer that no premature 
or unwise action shall be taken which will only hin- 
der instead of help the true testimony of our Sun- 
day-schools to the “faith once for all delivered.” 

It is in view of such considerations as the forego- 


ing that The Sunday School Times, at this writing, 


cannot conscientiously see its way” clear to recom- 
mend to the sound Sunday-schools of North Amer- 
ica or the world that they abandon the International 
Uniform Lesson System, consisting wholly of the 
Scriptures, and including as it does all the funda- 
mentals of our faith, and that they take up a new 
course. This journal cannot believe that the time 
has come for such action, 
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Where they Trudge to Bible School in Wooden Shoes 


Will you help more of Belgium’s children sing | about the “ Zilveren Stroomen ” ? 
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By Philip E. Howard 
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N THE mellow Belgian twilight, a waving garland 
| of dancing flowers came airily down the wide, quiet 
4M street, where one of the thoroughfares crosses the 
Rue Americaine in beautiful Brussels. 

But these flowers were singing a light caroling song 
as they came onward through the dusk. There are 
flowers everywhere in Belgium,—and so also there are 
children. And these were children, after all, just on 
the edge of the evening hour of the day, playing their 
happy games in the otherwise quiet street. I watched 
them at their play, and today I have been thinking of 
them, as the memory pictures of other children that I 
saw in Belgium this last summer come thronging to 
my mind. 

Far down on the edge of the devastated area of 
Belgium, a little boy ran to us, as we stood beside the 
utter ruin of an old church, and offered us for sale a 
German sword. He must have been very young in- 
deed when the war swept over his neighborhood; he 
was shy and very polite, not insistent er aggressive. 
1 remind myself that from the time the little fellow 
began to notice anything very closely which he could 
remember, he has never known anything but the awful 
wreckage of war to the utmost horizon that his eyes 
may scan. . : 

One day in Brussels, when I-was visiting some of 
the Mission neighborhoods, with one oi the workers, 
a bright-faced, neatly dressed little girl ran, up to her 
and caught her hand. Instantly there was a little love 
feast on the sunshiny street. Then I dropped down 
on one knee, and let the camera record the picture of 
the child, because I had learned that while she very 
much wanted to come to the Mission Sunday-school, 
yet she was really afraid to do so, because she had 
been told at home that the missionaries at the school 
were eating little children. She evidently feels quite 
safe with them on the open street, but somehow her 
child mind has been impressed with the tale of their 
awful wickedness, and while she loved them out in 
the open, she is afraid to go to their meeting-place, 
which she regards rather as an eating-place. 

My thought leads me across the beautiful city over 
into a part of it where perhaps the traveler does not 
often go. It is night, and the streets are filled with a 
restless crowd. Looming against the sky is the great 
pile of the Palace of Justice, but on its flank, sloping 
down a broad hillside, are some of the worst sections 
of Brussels. Here the Salvation Army does its work. 

We climbed the hill through the semi-darkness of 
one narrow street, where what appeared to be com- 
fortable family groups were seated on the doorsteps, 
and many children were -playing in the streets. But 
the Salvation Army worker who took us through that 
shadowed neighborhood told us that-nearly all the 
houses were houses of shame. If that little boy down 
near Poel-Capelle had been living, as indeed he was, 
in the midst of a panorama of devastation, what of 
these bairns brought up in the devastating haunts of 
vice? It was not illogical, therefore, that just outside 
the dance halls along the main thoroughfare of the 
district, little girls about thirteen or fourteen years of 
age were standing inviting men into the dance halls. 
From within the brightly lighted room came the sound 
of jazz music, crashing out into the gloom of the 
streets, with its allurement for those who were seeking 
what they’ supposed were the pleasures of the halls 
beyond the wide-open entrance doors. And young 
giris, hardly more than children themselves, were point- 
ing out the way! 


How Belgium Solves the Wooden Shoe Problem 


I turn from such a picture as this to a little building 
in Antwerp, that wonderful seaport of the Belgians, 
where the commerce of a world lies at the great docks, 
and where the architecture of years gone by had so 
beautified an altogether impressive city. Yet I pass 
by the -wonderful docks, and the Cathedral and the 
beautiful boulevards, as I picture Antwerp, to hasten 
to the Station of the Belgian Gospel Mission where 
the Thursday School.for the children is in session. 

The happy faced girls and boys are standing about 
the doorway, some of them pushing their way in and 
others are already inside, having taken their seats in 
the orderly array of chairs towards the front of the 
long narrow hall, or meeting room. It is an eager, 
frolicking, scampering crowd, as they gather; but at 
the signal from their leader there is quite as good 
order immediately secured as there would be in any 
well-conducted American Sunday-school. Indeed, I 
thought as I watched the gathering that many schools 
on this side of the sea or across the Channel might 
envy the silence and the order, notwithstanding the 
fact that these Belgian children wear wooden shoes 
and slip them off, to bé placed under the chairs during 
the session. No American Sunday-school Convention 
has ever had to discuss, so far as I know, the problem 
of the wooden shoe! It is a real problem in Belgium. 


Belgium has more than 1,000,000 children who 
have never heard the pure Gospel. Mr. Howard’s 
picture here of one city street in Belgium gives 
some idea of Belgium’s moral condition. The Bel- 
gian Gespel Mission has twenty centers of work 
and nine Sunday-schools. A leaflet, “An Illus- 
trated Letter from Belgium for Sunday-School 
Folk,” may be had free from the Belgian Gospel 
Mission, Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, 
Philadelphia. Will America’s Sunday-school chil- 
dren remember the need of Belgium’s children 
‘at this Christmas time? Gifts may be sent to The 
ian Gospel Mission, Charles G. Trumbull, 
reasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. 











Imagine a bare floor with sixty or seventy pairs of 
wooden shoes on it, and as many lively children in the 
chairs, just over those shoes! Well, the Belgians 
know how to take. care of that problem, and they do it 
very well. 

Of course this school is distinctively a Bible school, 
but many of the methods of the vacation Bible schools, 
as conducted in America, have been introduced into 
the school at Antwerp, the one at Bruges, and the one 
at Brussels. 

After the opening service the children scattered, the 
boys to long tables at the rear of the hall, and the 
girls to two or three rooms in the second floor of the 
building. While I could not understand the language 
of these young Flemings, I do understand the language 
of the hammer, jig-saw and plane; so I wandered 
about among the boys, commending their work, inter- 
ested in every bit of it, and watched them make boxes, 


.picture frames, and toys, under the instruction of the 


teachers,—just the very things our boys in America 
have been learning to do. In Belgium, however, the 
whole process is entirely new to these boys, and they 
had all the eagerness of youngsters who have found a 
néw and delightiul employment. How those hand jig-* 
saws did buzz through the wood! How eagerly the 
nails were placed and driven in to make the boxes! 

I did not understand the language of the little girls 
upstairs any better than the language of tke boys, and 
I suppose that I did not understand their hand-lan- 
guage quite so well, for they were busy with the things 
girls love to do,—making beautiful little baskets, or 
balls of solid wool, with which children might play, 
or working out mottoes, or knitting, or doing many 
other things that girls love to do. And over them 
hovered the tactful and cheery-faced instructors, mak- 
ing everything just as plain as could be for these little 
Flemings who live in a land where some of the most 
wonderiul handwork in all the world is done by the 
women. Oh, what a contrast to the lives of those 
poor and uninstructed children of the night! 


The Little Boys Across the Street 


Many of the readers of The Sunday School Times 
will recall an article in February of this year, de- 
scribing the opening of this school and its beginnings. 
At first .it was conducted as a daily Bible school. 
Mrs. Ralph C. Norton at that time told us that the 
families of the five hundred and fifty-seven children 
in all who gave their names and addresses in connec- 
tion with attendance at the school, had been visited 
by the workers, and every family had expressed de- 
light at what was accomplished. Not all the parents 
are willing to continue to send their children to these 
schools, and thus religious differences interfere with 
the attendance, Sometimes the opposition is of a 
novel character. A woman living next to the Mission 
house, engaged in that very prevalent occupation in 
Belgium of washing pavements, disliked the whole 
enterprise so thoroughly that she showed her feelings 
by turning the hose on the children one day as they 
were leaving the Mission premises. The shower bath 
did not keep them away, for many of the chil- 
dren in these schools come in spite of home dis- 
couragements or impromptu shower baths. I felt sorry 
for two little boys who were looking out from the 
second story of a house just across the way from the 
Mission, while the crowd of youngsters was gathering 
in glee and happy excitement on the pavement as they 
made their way into the school. The little boys across 
the street were very well dressed, and seemed to be 
playing with toys, but they glanced every now and 
then across the street, and I wonder if it was my 
imagination that made me feel that their looks were 
rather longing! 

It was difficult to get away from that beautiful 
school in Antwerp. At the close of the handwork 
period, the children gathered for a closing service,— 
and how they did sing! With one or two of the 
workers I passed out through the crowd to the street, 
and then the youngsters followed us. I really needed 





seven or eight hands in order to satisfy the little 
people who crowded around the stranger, who «seemed 
erhaps no longer a stranger to them, and clung to 
is hands, as we made our way out to the wide street, 
and to the open square just beyond the Mission. I 
can no more forget those little children’s hands cling- 
ing to mine than I can forget the hands stretched up 
over the sides of the automobile in which we were 
traveling when we were at the town of Ninove, and 
stopped for a time to speak with a druggist there, 
whose household is the only Protestant one in the 
whole town! Thank God,’ we were able through the 
interest of friends in America and elsewhere to give 
out to the children and others who crowded around 
the car enough Gospels to fill those outstretched hands. 
Yet in Antwerp and at Ninove there are so many 
empty hearts and empty hands, so far as the Gospel 
is concerned, and one realizes after a visit throughout 
_—_! that the same condition exists in all direc- 
ions. ° 
When the school at Antwerp was started on week- 
days, it was supposed to be in session for two weeks, 
from nine to twelve, but it became necessary to con- 
duct two schools, one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon; and instead of extending for two weeks 
it ran for three we®@ks with an average attendance of 
about 150. Those of us who were accustomed to the 
extent of Sunday-schools in America, and to the grows 
ing work of week-day Christian instruction, can 
scarcely realize how completely uninformed are the 
children in a land like Belgium. One boy was asked, 
“Who is Jesus?” He answered readily enough, “Jesus 
is a little girl.” It is not hard to account for his 
answer when one understands that so many parents in 
Belgium call any dear little child “a little Jesus.” 
When one of the workers was speaking to the chil- 
dren of the Bible, some of them thought he meant 
“marbles” for the world “bible” and the word “billes” 
sound mach alike when pronounced by a Belgian. 
Marbles appears to be just as popular a game with the 
Belgian boys as it is in America, for one of the little 
chaps in the Sunday-school who displayed an unusu- 
ally. good collection of reward cards for the reciting 
of Scripture verses, under the questioning of his 
teacher explained that he had won these cards playing 
marbles! Juvenile inventive genius is not confined to 
the North American continent, by any meam. 


A Need for Teaching Basal Ethics 


In the absence ef a knowledge of the Bible there 
is naturally the necessity in all these schools for lay- 
ing the simplest foundations of Bible knowledge and 
of applied Christian teaching. One girl simply could 
not see the wrong in copying others’ papers during an 
examination for the Sunday-school children. The 
moral problem involved was fully explained to her, 
and yet she really could not see why there was any- 
thing wrong about it. Sometimes in trying to locate a 
member of the school who had not been present for 
a Sunday or two, the workers realize with as much 
embarrassment as one might feel in China, that if a 
neighborhood does not want one of its inhabitants to 
be found, he is not at home! Superstition and sus- 
picion are neighborhood elements that need to be over- 
come by the actual life and work of the missioners. 
That this has been done to such a wonderful degree 
in so many centres in Belgium, in the work of the 
Belgian Gospel Mission, is a remarkable testimony to 
the loving hand of God upon that work. 

Not far from ‘the Mission center in Brussels is a 
short and crowded tenement street called Rue de la 
Betterave, which means the “street of the beet.” The 
camera, and the presence of a stranger standing at the 
head of that short street one day, very quickly brought 
a crowd of young and old who lined themselves up in 
a laughing, eager and highly mixed group across the 
street where they would be sure to be in the picture. 
No urging was needed. They just poured out of the 
houses on either side, and hastened to get a place. 
What faces were in that crowd! How the ravages 
of war and the heavy teil of reconstruction days have 
made the women of Belgium look old! Here was a 
young man dreadfully crippled, just in the foreground 
of the picture, carefully held up by a’ -voman who 
seemed to be caring for him with tender care. I had 
just come from a little visit to a family in one of the 
tenements, living in a clean bright ‘room. A boy in 
that family had walked two miles to the Thursday 
school of the Mission station in Brussels, carrying 
his little sister on his back, in order that she might 
get to the school. That family has really been reached 
by the Mission and so have many other families, too; 
but in the crowd spread out across the narrow street 
there were so many who have never yet been reached! 
And that crowd is simply typical of the crowds every- 
where, not only in the big cities, but in the smaller 
and larger towns of crowding Belgium. If readers 
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of The Sunday School Times only could see the need 
and the responsiveness of these children! 

This grouping of personal impressions of an ever 
memorable visit is not intended to be a systematic 
account of the work of the Belgian Gospel Mission 
among the children. The many tent meetings for 
children during the Summer time would reveal sta- 
tistics that would tremendously encourage those who 
are deeply interested in the furthering of the Gospel 
in that land. The Mission is conducting nine Sunday- 
schools, and three weék-day Bible Schools, commonly 
called over there the Thursday Schools. The workers 
are becéming trained in many phases of Sunday-school 
work, and so far as is practicable, or desirable, the 
Sunday-schools, the week-day Bible Schools, and the 
meetings for children in the great tents, are planned 
on the basis of what has been learned in lands where 
the Sunday-school and other phases of work for 
children have. been extensively developed. 

It was not my privilege to see the Thursday School 
or the Sunday-school actually in session in Brussels, 
because of visits to other parts of the country at the 
very time when I might have seen these schools. I 
was privileged, however, to see the Sunday-schools in 
session at Bruges and at Antwerp, although I did not 
see the Thursday School at Bruges, but was able to 
observe the excellent rooms that are provided in the 
Mission building and the appliances arranged there 
for the children’s work. There is undoubtedly many 
a Sunday-scheol in America which would be rejoiced 
to undeftake the support of a school in the Belgian 
Gospel . Mission, supplying the school with needed 
printed material, with adequate furnishings, and with 
whatever may be required for the material need. 

If these impressions begin with the garland of chil- 
dren on the wide street in Brussels, playing in the 
twilight, they must close for the time being with the 
singing of the children in the little Sunday-school at 
Bruges. If you really want to hear children and 
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grown folks sing, go to Belgium. The strong, vigor- 
ous Flemish and the graceful French are singing 
languages. Given either of these languages and hymns 
that are not only new to the children in their music, 
but marvelously new in the wonderful words of -life, 
and you have a combination that is simply thrilling 
to the listener from a far land. 

Mrs. Howard and I had attended the morning ses- 
sion of the little school at ne in the comforta 
well ordered room, where the children meet. We 
observed how the exercises were conducted, and we 
had heard the Gospel story told with vivid word- 
pictures by one of the Flemish-speaking workers. A 
number of hymns were sung, but I think we can 
never forget the moment when the dear children in 
that school and the devoted Mission workers joined 
in singing “Shall We Gather at the River?” There 
in that ancient city of Bruges, in the heart of an old 
palace, a part of which constitutes the Mission prem- 
ises, and in the very midst of the scenes made terribly 
memorable by the days of the Inquisition; there, in 
that city which was notable for its pomp and its power 
in the old days of the proud civic position of such 
places as Bruges, Ghent, Ypres, Antwerp, Brussels; 
there, in the midst of all this, these py-faced 
Belgian children were singing “Shall We Gather at 
the River?” Our hearts oed the query of that 
song with the deep and joyons assurance, “Indeed, 
indeed you shall.” 

You should have heard the children come out so 
strongly and beautifully on the words “silveren stroo- 
men”! Oh, that silver stream toward which our 
hearts turn with such longing! The children caroling 
in the twilight, in the Brussels street, seemed so blithe 
and unconcerned, and there are thousands upon thou- 
sands like them in Belgium. How much will they 
ever know about the “silveren stroomen”?- Many} 
many of them never will,—unless you care enough. 


PHILADELPHIA, 





















God Has the Last Word about P’u’s Prisoner 


A special train, the Director General of the railway, a mission 
doctor, and a Chinese general’s visiting card 





By Mrs. F. Howard Taylor 


Readers of The Sunday School Times will be glad to know that this remarkable story of the capture by Chinese 

brigands and the release of Dr. Taylor has been published in book form. It is illustrated with a frontis- 

piece and a map of the territory in which the brigands operated. It may be ordered from The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 75 cents, postpaid. 


(Continued from last week) 
A‘ THE last moment the Government had changed 


its tone with regard to P’u and his men, and 

seemed willing to meet them in a compromise 
that had been suggested. Perhaps they hoped, even 
yet, to keep them from joining Marshall T’ang. For 
some days we had been negotiating an arrangement by 
which P’u was to police the district of which he was 
practically king, undertaking to put down oppression 
and robbery and to make all roads safe for travelers, 
paying himself and a small force of his men out of 
the regular taxes. The rest were to be disbanded and 
go home, as they desired, to their farms and trades. 
But good as the project seemed it was not to be cars 
ried into effect. Government officials were vanishing 
one by one, and Ku himself was face to face on the 
battlefield with the followers of the man he had treache 
erously murdered and with that vengeful banner. 

Yet, a definite consciousness that deliverance was at 
hand had come to me. A week earlier I had written: 

“How it goes to my heart that another night is 
closing in and you are still out there on the moun- 
tains! It is one month today since we were taken. 
One whole month you have been under this strain 
and stress, herded together with the brigands—eating 
their food, breathing their atmosphere, and never alone 
day or night. The Lord would never have allowed it 
if he had not some special purpose of blessing. He 
will not let us fail before that purpose is worked out. 
If it must take a little longer, we will draw the more 
deeply on his grace. He is ‘able to save to the utter 
most.’ We want him_to use us in this matter ‘to the 
uttermost,’ do we not? In some ways it means so 
much more of suffering to you than to me, though not 
in all ways. I do indeed pray, as you ask, that on no 
day you may be tried beyond what you are enabled 
to bear; and together we shall yet praise him.” 

It was a week of turmoil and excitement. 

“Strange things are happening here,” continued a 
later letter. “We are in the throes of revolution and 
the people are panic-stricken. The Consulates and all 
foreign homes are filled with refugees. Three ladies 
are in the room below as I write, one a wealthy 
woman, or girl—only nineteen—whose husband is away 
from the city. Boxes of treasure are piled up in the 
storeroom across the courtyard. And so it is in all 
the mission-houses. How the people trust us at such 
times ! 

“Information has just reached us that three thoue 
sand soldiers are marching on the city from the west, 


and are only ten miles away. Marshall T’ang is still 
fighting his way up from the south. Reports are 
conflicting. Some say he has been held up at one 
point. he Consul thinks that this is the case; a 
place two or three hours away on the railway. In 
the midst of it all our hearts are kept in perfect 
peace. The chief fear is looting by soldiers and 
roughs of either party.” ; 

To avert further fighting and the destruction of the 
city the three Consuls, French, British and Japanese, 
decided to go down the line, accompanied by a deputa- 
tion of fifty members of the Provincial Assembly, to 
find General Ku and try to bring him and Marshall 
T’ang to a peaceful settlement. In the first part of 
their programme they were successful, General Ku 
being willing to come to terms, but from Marshall 
T'ang no answer was received to their telegrams, and 
the silence became ominous. Finally, the Consuls 
thought it best to return to the city, followed the next 
morning by their fellow-peacemakers who were deter- 
mined not to miss the last train. Of this we knew 
nothing, nor that one man had remained behind—one 
man who could not give up hope that something might 
be done to avert further bloodshed. 

That very day it was, before the disappointed dele- 
gation returned to the city, that light had risen for 
me over the stormy horizon. 

“Early this morning I had a remarkable assurance 
in prayer,” I wrote to my husband, “that deliverance 
was at hand. After breakfast I mentioned it to Mr. 
and Mrs. Allen, it was so definite. In the Psalm we 
had just been reading the passage came, ‘I will give 
thanks unto Thee forever, because Thou hast done it.’ 
‘Thou hast done itt’—and already I had had the 
assurance ‘that our prayers were heard and answered, 
and that you would be with us very soon.” . 

Yet never had P’u seemed more determined to keep 
his prisoner until their affairs were settled with the 
Government. Military uniforms to enable them to 
police their district properly were the tangible evi- 
dence he required. Until these were sent out, Dr. 
Taylor could not and should not be released. And 
the Government was in the throes of dissolution and 
unable to consummate the matter. Of an interview 
with his captor, Dr, Taylor wrote that very day, 
March 23: 

“He was more cordial than ever and listened well, 
for the first time, to all I had to say. But alas, his 
decision was: 

““As soon as we can doff this dress and put on 
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uniforms we will escort you into the city’: in other 
words, ‘Wait till the Governor sends out our uniforms.’ 
_ “But God has the last word. You and we are wait- 
ing upon him. Naturally, dear Li was a good deal 
cut up, notwithstanding his knowledge of oes men, 
But I was enabled to keep an unperturbed front, and 
even to be cheerful as P’u’s guest at a big al fresco 
dinner which followed not long after. ‘A God which 
worketh’ while we wait, and wait on him! So now I 
am just awaiting his decision and his time.” 

And what was happening down the line that day, 
where Dr.’Gordon Thompson was on his way to meet 
the advancing army? Before they returned to the 
city, the Consuls had given him the flags of their 
respective countries and members of the Provincial 
Assembly had left him their cards, so that though 
alone he was not without credentials. As a doctor he 
had joined the would-be peacemakers to see whether 
help could be given to the wounded, of whom there 
were many on both sides, and now he was impelled 
to go on in his apparently hopeless mission by 
certainty that im answer to prayer would open a 
way where it d impossible. How to proceed he 
did not know, nor how to get into touch with Marshall 
T’ang’s forces. He could only wait and see what 
God would do. 

At the-city of Yi-liang, to which the railway had 
brought him, all was consternation because the advance 
guard of T’ang’s army might be expected at any time 
and there was sure to be looting and slaughter. Gen- 
eral Ku had retired and the city was unprotected. The 
last train had leit for the capital, whose gates would 
soon be closed because of the enemy, and no way of 
escape seemed left. ° 

Full of. concern for ‘the distracted people, Dr. 
Thompson was thinking and planning how to help 
them, when to his surprise a train was seen steaming 
up the line, which proved to be a “special.” It brought 
the private. car of the Director General of the rail- 
way, a French gentleman who was glad to obtain 
reliable information as to what was transpiring in the 
capital. An hour later, news was received of a curi- 
ously clad army said to be streaming across the line 
some five miles to the south. They did not seem to be 
soldiers, yet there were thousands of them. Could 
they be T’ang’s much dreaded allies, the brigands? 
M. Chemin de Pontesse thought he would like to see. 
In his car with the line clear behind them, it would 
be safe enough, and he offered to take Dr. Thompson 
if he cared to accompany him. So the way began 
to open. 

Yes, they were surely brigands—the huge black tur- 
bans,. leather doublets and knives stuck in their belts 
leit no doubt as to that. And there were many of 
them, advancing like an army. Seeing his opportunity, 
Dr. Thompson asked M. Chemin de Pontesse to allow 
him to alight and make some enquiries of the nearest 
group. His request was acceded to, and alone, un- 
armed and unafraid, he approached the brigands. Their 
officers seemed friendly and answered all his ques- 
tions. Yes, they were Marshall T’ang’s vanguard; 
the army was coming on behind. They expected to be 
at Yi-liang that night and take the city. 

Inwardly shuddering at the thought of what this 
might mean, Dr. Thompson asked how he could see 
their General. ‘ 

“He is over there at Keo-kai,” they said, indicating 
a little town not far away. 

So to Keo-kai the private car was taken, or as near 
as the line permitted, and when Dr. Thompson left it 
again he was accompanied by the Director General of 
the railway. Together they walked across the de- 
serted fields and made their way to the market-place, 
where an unexpected sight met them. The great space 
in front of the temple was one mass of men, some 
thousands of them, preparing and eating their midday 
meal, and the proportion seemed to be two bandits 
to every soldier. General Chang proved to be reason- 
able and courteous. He could not delay the advance 
of his army, but he. promised in writing that there 
should be no looting at Yi-liang. He would send 
messengers after his advance guard and to the city 
itself, to arrange for a peaceful occupation. Any- 
thing more than this would have to be referred to his 
superior officer, General Hu, who would reach the 
town in a few hours. 

After a hurried return by train to Yi-liang to bring 
the good news, Dr. Thompson was soon back at Keo- 
kai, this time in his own “special” to meet General Hu. 
M. Chemin de: Pontesse had kindly put the private car 
at his-disposal, little thinking what an answer to prayer 
it was! From eight P. M. till nearly midnight the 
English missionary and the young General talked mat- 
ters over, the latter being just as anxious as the 
former to avoid further fighting and bloodshed. 

“If you had not come out to meet us,” he said 
earnestly, “these good arrangements could not have 
been made.” 

Dr. Thompson was to go back in his private car to 
Yi-liang and telegraph to the Consuls in the capital, 
through whom the answer of General Ku’s Govern- 
ment could be transmitted in the same way. 

“And now,” said the soldier in parting, “you have 
given us such valuable help, is_there anything we can 
do for you personally ?” 


“Well, yes, there is,” was the quiet reply from a , 


heart full of rejoicing. “My friend, Dr. Howard 
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Lesson for January 7 
Luke 13 


Taylor, is in the hands of P’u Shu-ming. He has 
suffered not a litfle out there on the mountains. Could 
you give me an order fog his immediate release?” 

A quick look passed between the General and his 
Staff who were standing round. They evidently knew 
all about it. ‘ 

“The lady is not there,” remarked one of them. 
“She was sent into the city.” 

“You deserve well of us, Dr. Thompson,” was the 
General’s reply.. “I will give you the order at Yi-liang 
tomorrow morning.” 

And so it came about, two days later, when General 
Hu peacefully entered the — regular troops 
with him—that Li Sheng i brought out .to P’u’s 
headquarters a document which read as follows: 

“The English Dr. Thompson’s friend, Pastor Taylor, 
was taken by your soldiers a few weeks ago. With 
regard to our coming into the city, Dr. Thompson has 
given us much help. Will you therefore kindly. liber- 
ate Dr. Taylor and escort him safely into Yiinnanfu? 
We must cultivate friendship with the foreigners: 
please, therefore, carry out this request. Let us hear 
of your welfare from time to time.” 

Written on the back of a visiting card, and stamped 
with a pocket seal, this communication was not suffi- 
cient to accomplish its object. P’u was most unwill- 
ing to let his captive go, and Marshall .T’ang, as he 
reflected, was not yet in the place of power. “A bird 
in the hand is worth two in the bush!” So the grip, 
instead of loosening, tightened considerably. 

They had come in nearer to the city by this time, 
and Dr. Taylor was eagerly waiting the word of 
release. It was a keen disappointment therefore, that 
Saturday afternoon, to find that he was to be handed 
over to the charge of a new guard. He saw his 
friend “General” Chang and the others who had be- 
come so familiar file off he knew not whither. Then, 
up the stairs there stamped some twenty strangers, 
brigands of the roughest type, armed with swords as 
well as guns and with any amount of ammunition. 
Dropping their bundles everywhere, they took posses- 
sion of the attic with scant regard to courtesy, and 
it was not easy just at first to be truly willing for all 


that this might mean. 
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Then, only half an hour later, “General” P’u him- 
self appeared. He came up the ladder-like stairs, 
smiling and friendly. 

“When will you go into the city,’ 
“tonight or tomorrow morning?” 

“I do not decide that matter,” replied his prisoner 
guardedly. 

“Oh, yes, suit your own convenience! It shall be 
whichever you prefer.” 

“In that case, I will go tonight,” was the prompt 

reply. 
A second order had come, though the “General” 
did not say so, a much more impressive document 
stamped with a red seal three inches square. P’u 
dared no longer hesitate. And so it came to pass that 
as twilight fell the little cavalcade reached the city, 
to be delayed at the gate while the troops and allies 
of Marshall T’ang poured in—among them the widow 
of Yang’ Tien-fuh at the head of his brigands, who 
had just killed on the battlefield the unfortunate 
General Ku. 


he enquired, 


The next day was Sunday—March the twenty-sixth 
—and a day of rest and thanksgiving indeed it was! 
A week later, as if to complete the joy of our re- 
union, a little group of strangers came in from the 
mountains, the adopted mother and other relatives of 
Chang Shao-wu. They had walked some twenty miles 
to be present at the service. With tanned faces, pic- 
turesque peasant-dress and simple friendly ways, they 
called forth the sympathy of the city Christians, es- 
pecially when they explained that they had promised 
“General” Chang to come and worship, as he could 
not himself be present. 

“He is a Christian,” they said, “and we want to 
learn the Doctrine.” 

“General” Chang’s erstwhile prisoner was preaching 
that morning, and when an invitation was given to 
any who would decide to believe in and fallow the 
Lord Jesus to rise for prayer, this dear woman and 
the two men rose in their places: and there was “joy 
in heaven in the presence of the angels of 
God” as well as in our thankful hearts. 


(To be continued next week) 








Have you ever had “A Junior 
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booklet (“Bible Alphabet and Memory Work,” 

by Alan S. Pearce, The Sunday School Times 
Co, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 25 cents) just 
published, and suggests how such services can even be 
home-made and yet prove helpful. 

Quiet Music. 

Prayer by pupils or teachers. 

Song—“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.” 

Question: What Book is this? 

A. God’s Word. 

Q. How do we know it is God’s Word? 

A. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for cor- 
_ for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3: 
16). 

Q. Who is Jesus? 

A. God’s Son. “While he yet spake, behold, a bright 
cloud overshadowed them: and, behold, a voice out 
of the cloud, which said, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matt 17:5). 

Q. Did he exist before his birth in Bethlehem? 

A. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
by him; and without him was not’ anything made that 
was made” (John 1: 1-3). 

Q. Why did he leave his heavenly home to come 
to this sinful old earth? 

A. To save sinners. “Fdér God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlast- 
ing life” (John 3:16). « 


TT tee following devotional service is from a 


Q. How long did Jesus live on this earth? 

A. Thirty-three years. 

Q. Did Jesus have any true friends? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did Jesus have any enemies? 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did Jesus die? 

A. On the Cross. 

Q. Did the prophets foretell his death? 

A. “He is despised and rejected of men; a man 


of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as 
it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we 
esteemed him not. Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was 
upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All we, 
like sheep, have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 


the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was 
afflicted; yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought 
asa lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth” (Isa. 
53:.3-7). 

Q: Where was he buried? 

A. In. Joseph’s tomb. 

Q. Did Jesus tell them before he died that he would 
arise from the dead? . 

Yes. “For he taught his disciples, and said 
unto them, The Son of man is delivered into the 
hands of men, and they shall kill him; and after 
that he is killed, he shall rise the third day” (Mark 


: 31). , 
Q. Did the people who crucified him believe him? 


A. No. 

Q. What did they do, to be sure his body was not 
stolen ? 

A. Sealed the door with a Roman seal. 

Q. Did Christ arise from the dead? 

A: “And, behold, there was a great earthquake: 
for the angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 
and came and rolled back the stone from the door, 
and sat upon it. His countenance was like light- 
ning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear 
of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead 
men. And the angel answered and said unto the wo- 
men, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, 
which was crucified. He is not here; for he is 
risen, as he said. Come, see the placé where the 
Lord lay” (Matt 28: 2-6). 

Q. Did Christ appear to the people after his resur- 
rection? 

A. Yes. Eleven times. 

Q. What were Jesus’ parting words before he as- 
cended to God the Father? 

A. “And Jesus came and spake unto them, say- 
ing, All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz- 
ing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all 





In bringing your church and Sunday-school to the maxi- 
mum of efficiency, are you taking advantage of the up-to- 
date devices and equipment that modern ingenuity has 
made available? If not, and if you wish help in any phase 
of your work, will you not write to the Service Depart- 
ment of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, so that you may be put in touch promptly 
with Supply Houses that can furnish what you need ? 
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things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I 
am with you alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28: 18-20). 

Q. Where is Jesus now? 

A, Sitting at the right hand of God on the throne. 
“To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me 
in my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set 
down with my Father in his throne” (Rev. 3:21). 

Q. Is Jesus as willing to save you and me to-day 
as he was when here on earth? 

A. “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness ; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 
(Rom. 10:9, 10). ; 

Q. What does he ask you and me to do after we 
are saved? 

A. Be baptized. “Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost” (Matt. 28: 
19). Come into the church. “Not forsaking the as- 
sembling of ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more as ye see the day approaching” (Heb. 10: 25). 


Bell Telephone Entertainments 


HE Bethany Temple Sunday-school, of Phila- 

delphia, held a very unique entertainment some 
time ago, put on without cost to the Sunday-school 
or those who attended, by the Bell Telephone Com- 
pany. The entertainment was entitled “Sixty Minutes 
in a Central Office.” 

The télephone company sent five men, who worked 
an entire day installing on the Sunday-schooi platform 
a small central office or branch exchange. A stand- 
ard switchboard with all that goes with it was con- 
nected with the main line and a local telephone in- 
strument was placed at each end of the platform. 
Two people carried on a conversation, through the 
central operator, and their ridiculous actions and 
foolish mistakes were very funny. The audience 
surely will not make some of these mistakes, after 
they have seer? how foolish they were. 

The audience saw just what takes place with the 
telephone machinery when a receiver is taken down, 
and until it is hung: up again. A long distance operator 
explained how’ these points are reached. The com- 
mercial and construction departments explained how 
these departments function in this great industry. 

Such an evening is not only very, entertaining but 
instructive, and not only helps the telephone sub- 
scriber to get more out of his telephone, but saves 
the telephone company time and embarrassment as 
it trains subscribers. Sunday-schools in large cen- 
ters would do well to look into this at the central 
office of their telephone district. 








Problems of the Sunday- 
School Pianist: Study 13 
_ By Robert Harkness 




















Chorus Accompaniment. Part 5 


The Pedals.—Thcir Use and Abuse in Chorus Ac- 
companiment, A vital factor in chorus accompani- 
ment is the correct grouping of chords. The aver- 
age sacred pianist fails at this point. The producing 
of a clear harmonious tone in the accompaniment is 
one of the most difficult pianistic achievements. Hence 
an appreciation of the fundamental principles under- 
lying the use of the sustaining pedal is essential. 

Their Use.—Many pianists have adopted the error 
that the feet govern the pedals. So long as this 
false nation is entertained an intelligent appreciation 
of dhe pedals is impossible. Let it be clearly under- 
stood that the organ which governs the employment 
of the pedal is the ear. As the eye guides the fingers 
when we read music, so must the ear be the guide of 
the foot upon the pedal. The foot is merely the serv- 
ant, while the ear is the guide and judge. Especially 
is it imperative to keep this vital principle well in 
mind. Many pianists fail to attain the greatest satis- 
faction in the use of the sustaining or loud pedal sim- 
ply because they do not know wheh to use it. They 
frequently press the pedal simultaneously with the 
striking of the keys. Such a method can only pro- 
duce an undesirable and discordant mixture of tones. 
To prevent this we must stop the old tone before 
we can give the pedal to the new one. We must allow 
the damper to press upon the vibrating strings long 
enough to do its work. In other words, the time to 
use the pedal is usually immediately after the strik- 
ing of the keys. 

The basis of good pedaling is the producing, of 
clear, harmonic efféct. But artistic treatment of the 
pedal involves more than this. The sustaining pedal 
should be the pianist’s greatest support. It is in this 
connection that the accompaniment can be made ef- 
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fective or become a farce. There are times where a 
blending of chords seemingly foreign to one another 
will add character to the accompaniment. 

Full piano accompaniment combines the lowest pos- 
sible bass with the highest serviceable treble chords, 
and the wise use of the sustaining pedal will not 
merely serve the purpose of prolonging the tone—a 
very necessary effect — but it will be the means also 
of adding color to the tone. The real charm of 
artistic piano accompaniment lies just here. 

No one will dispute the importance of great accent 
effects in the accompaniment. They serve the pur- 
pose of indicating very definitely the rhythm as well 
as giving individuality to the accompaniment. Such 
effects can be produced by the gradual accumulating 
of tone-volume through the sustaining pedal and its 
sudden release at the accented point. The sustainin 
pedal gives to the piano tone a unifying finish. It 
gathers up the chords into groups and adds emphasis 
to the accompaniment. The evanescent nature of the 
tone of the piano imposes limitations on the use of 
the pedal. That moment when the blending of non- 
harmonic tones imperils the tonal beauty and force of 
the accompaniment should be determined by the 
player’s ear, and should instinctively decide the right 
course of action. 

You cannot please the ears of others by your play- 
ing so long as your own ear is not completely satis- 
fied. Care must therefore be taken so to train the 
susceptibility of the ear that the pianist will be more 
sensitive to notice the defects than the audience. The 
foundation rock of pedal technique is to hear our- 
selves play —to listen to our own playing. 


The Soft Pedal.—The soft pedal has its place also, 
especially in solo accompaniment. Many pianists have 
to rely on the soft pedal to produce “piano” and 
“pianissimo” effects. This should not be so, for a 
properly developed touch should make it possible to 
produce the finest shades of expression. Nevertheless 
there are times when the accompaniment needs to 
be toned down to the softest possible point. Then 
the soft pedal should be resorted to. Remember, the 
soft pedal serves to change the quality of tone, not 
the quantity. ‘ 

Pedal Abuse.—When the pianist uses the pedal as 
a cloak for imperfection of executioh, he is abusing 
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the pedal. “Charity covers a multitude of sins,” and 
in like manner the sustaining pedal is apt to serve the 
same musical purpose for careless pianists, 

The sustaining pedal should not be used to make 
up for a deficiency in force. It is the business of 
the fingers to produce a forte —with or without the 
aid of the arm. Just as the pedal should not be used 
to cover a lack of force, so should the soft pedal not 
be regarded as a license to neglect the formation of 
a fine “pianissimo” touch. It should not hide or screen 
a defective “pianissimo,” but should serve exclusively 
as a means of coloring. 


Music Questions Answered 


Mr. Harkness will be glad to answer questions that 

readers of the Times may wish to ask him in connection 

with this Music course, or in connection with any of their 

work as accompanists. Such questions may be addressed 
to him in care of The Sunday School Times. 


I can play hymns in flats fairly well, but I stumble over 
hymas printed in sharps. How can this be overcome? 

T CAN be overcome by improving your knowledge 

of the “sharp” keys. Evidently in your musical 
development you have followed the line of least re- 
sistance and evaded the “sharp keys” whenever pos- 
sible. Diligently practise the scales of the “sharp” 
keys and become Rorouaty .familiar with them. 
Then when you are confrorited with a hymn in sharps 
you will feel more at home. 





Sight reading is my difficulty. Is there any way to 
learn sight reading? : 
_—— is a way to become a proficient sight 
reader, and that way is simple. The best sight 
reading development comes through careful, syste- 
matic amy | day after day. At first be careful to 
select pieces for sight reading which are not too diffi- 
cult. When you read them see to it that you read 
accurately. Slow reading with accuracy is decidedly 
advantageous. Gradually speed up your reading, and 
at the same time select pieces of increasing difficulty. 
In later issues of The Sunday School Times the 
question of sight reading will be fully discussed. 
Los ANGELEs, CAL, 








How to meet objections to object lessons 











Why the Doctor Didn’t Prescribe Alcohol 


By C. H. Woolston, D.D. 
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visual teaching comes from a mental confusion 

of the message with the method. The message 
changes never, the method changes ever. The mes- 
sage as old as the hills of God, the method as new 
as to-morrow. The “what” is eternal, the “how” 
changes with. the age and person, and yet we find 
some thinkers imagine that when a method is changed 
the message is likewise changed. They fail to re- 
member that water to thirsty lips is just as welcome 
from a cup of silver as from the old wooden bucket. 
It seems to them that when you change a method 
you have changed the truth also, and so they object 
to object teaching as a method. It is new, they Say, 
and they like the old the best. When thus they object 
what will the answer be! I will tell you. Go right 
on teaching just the same. Your Master taught by 
the same method. You are right because he is, and 
that means that you will win out if you go on to the 
finish. Meet the objectors with kindness and love, 
and you yourself will be an object lesson, and an 
argument which will talk louder than your words of 
defense, Tell them this is the old way—as old as 
Moses. 

This objection is sometimes urged, that there is 
some danger that the listener may be more impressed 
with the objects than the truth the objects represent. 
If this is a fact the real fault lies mostly with the 
man behind the objects, who is exploiting himself 
or displaying personal skill in the expert handling 
of the objects rather than with the method itself. 
If a man cannot correct this fault he should not 
preach with or without objects. To be an object 
teacher, he should be possessed with the big idea that 
the truth is to hold the first place. The object is the 
cup which carries the water of truth. The water and 
not the cup is the front idea. If the cup is girded 
with jewels, and contains no water of truth, the fault 
is not with the cup, but with the owner of the cup. 
Cannot this objection be urged against most all 
methods of work? How often do we hear people 
say, “Let us go to Church, because the music 
is fine’? Not a word about worship, not a sentence 
as to the sermon. The big idea seems to be lost in 
the musical feature. Should we therefore reason that 
we should abandon music because it overshadows the 
sermon? 

The fact is, we need a converted organ and con- 
secrated choir, and the music becomes a herald for 
the sermon. Did you ever hear it said; “Our minister 
has such charming pulpit manners that it is a real 


Tvs cardinal cause of most of the objections to 





pleasure to watch him”? No mention is ever made 
as to his charming message. Would you therefore 
say that his graceful manners must be changed into 
shiftlessness and carelessness? What is most needed 
in this case is that the people should have converted 
eyes, so they should not see the man but his Master. 
Just as logical it would be to conclude that we must 
dispense with the object because sometimes men see 
only the object and fail to see the truth back of the 
object. 

The trouble is that most of us see just what we 
are looking for, and in everything we can find ser- 
mons if we wish to do so from the heart. Did not 
our own sweet Brother of Galilee find just this dif- 
ficulty? The people followed him to see his miracles 
and signs, and for the loaves and fishes, and thought 
but little of the great truth behind them all. That 
was all that some of them saw in the miracles, but 
that was no argument against miracles, and it is no 
argument against object teaching that some of the 
people only see the objects used, and not the truth 
taught. 

Some years ago I was giving an object talk to 
a company of boys on the “Burning of the Idol.” 
It was a temperance lesson, and the idol burned was 
the big alcohol idol. I just tried to show the ef- 
fect of alcohol on the brain by taking the white of 
an egg and placing it in a small glass, which was a 
fair representation of the human brain. I poured 
upon it a small quantity of alcohol which congealed 
the albumen of the egg until it appeared cooked, and 
likened it unto the human brain slain by alcohol. I 
touched a match to the mixture, and it shot up, a 
blue flame of fire. It hit strong drink a deadly blow 
in the heart of one little’ fellow who said he wouldn’t 
drink a drop of that deadly stuff. For years he only 
thought of the blue flame springing up from a human 
brain, but as he grew older and studied medicine he 
remembered well what’ was back of the blue flame, 
and resolved that he would never use alcohol in his 
practise, and he told me not long since, with the lips 
of a man, that he had kept his word. He saw first 
a blue flame only, later he saw golden truth. This 
often happens when objects are used. First the ob- 
ject, in after days the truth for which the object 
stands. The object is often the silver nail that 
fastens the truth on the walls of memory for all 
time. 

Have a little talk to the Congress of Old Testa- 
ment Teachers, and ask them if the children of Is- 
rdel saw only the glittering lamps and smoking altars, 
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and silver and gold fevabshings gf the Tabernacle. 
Ask Solomon if the people of his day saw- only a 
lump of gold that scorchedsthe eye of the beholder, 
te will tell you that the smoke of the altar and 
the glitter of the candles were all shining paths to 
the great truth of the coming Great One. They will 
tell you that back of the gold pile of the Temple was 
Solomon in all his glory, and the gold was only the 
frame around the king, and enabled them all the 
more to see the King in all his glory. Ask the ob- 
jectors to answer these questions, and while you are 
waiting for the answer, go right on doing it. You 
need not wait longer. There will be no answer. Out 
of your impediments make a pulpit, and from this 
pulpit, like your Master, cry out, “The Kingdom of 

eaven is likened unto,” and then use object lessons. 


PHILADELPHIA. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frost, D.D. 
Garner for North America of the China Inland Mission 








A land which the Lord thy God careth for: the 
eyes of the Lord thy God are always upon it, from 
the beginning of the year even unto the end of the 
year (Deut. 11:12). 


HEN one comes to think of it, it is strange 

that God has been so taken up with the land 
of Canaan. Those who have traveled widely would 
be slow to say that it was because of its natural 
beauty; for the average man has seen many places 
which surpass the Land of Promise in this respect. 
And spiritual men would be as slow to affirm that 
it was because the children of Israel lived there; for 
those who are well acquainted with the Old Testa- 
ment history are constrained to corticlude that that 
people utterly failed in bringing ‘special honor and 
glory to the worthy Name. hy is it then that Je- 
hovah says it is a land which he cares for, and one 
toward which his eyes are ever turned, from the be- 
ginning of the year even unto the end of it? 

The answer to the above question is to be found, 
first, in the sovereignty of God ; and. second, in his 
purpose. From the standpoint of .the divirie sov- 
ereignty, Jehovah chose it: as. the. place upon. the 
earth which, geographically, .climatically, and ethic- 
ally was the one most fitted to be. the theater of his 
proposed actions; and from the standpoint of the 
divine purpose, the past, including the reign of Solo- 
mon, is but faintly suggestive Ps the great and glo- 
rious designs which he has before him in respect to 
Israel and the nations of the earth. 

The foregoing means that the God of Israel is the 
God of the “I am.” There is no. past and future 
with him, but all is one long-continued present. He 
sees backward and forward, therefore, as if every- 
thing was in existence, both the past and the future 
being vividly present to his view. Thus it is that the 
land of Palestine is not the country of rocks and 
hills, of waterless skies and barren plains which we 
think that it is. It is a land, as he says, “Of brooks 
of water, of fountains and depths that spring out of 
valleys and hills; a land of wheat, and barley, and 
vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of 
oil olive, and honey; a land wherein thou shalt eat 
bread without scarceness, thou shalt not lack anything 
in it; a land whose stones are iron, and out of 
whose hills thou mayest dig brass” (Deut. 8:7-9). 
This is not the land of Canaan as we know it. But 
it is that land as the “I am” knows it, and as he is 
{intending to make it in the day when the Christ shall 
reign as King over the whole earth. 

All this is not a tale which has no reference to 
ourselves. Israel’s coming portion is but a type of 
our present spiritual possession. However, our Ca- 
naan is not below, but above; is not of the earth, 
earthy, but of the heaven, heavenly. In other words, 
our inheritance is in the person of Christ, and we 
may find in him all that Israel will in the promised 
land, and much more. Paul declares this in 1 Cor- 
inthians, when he says, “All things are yours; whether 
Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, 
or death, or things present, or things to come; alf 
are yours; and ye are Christ’s; and Christ is God’s” 
(1 Cor. 3: 21-23). What a wonderful day it will 
be when Israel’ possesses her possessions. What a 
much more wonderful day it would. be if to-day we 
should possess our possessions. Remember then, 
that Canaan is not the only land which. the Lord 
careth for and upon which his eyes ever dwell. His 
heart is ever set upon his Christ and his gaze is ever 
upon him. May we see him as God sees him. Then, 
indeed, our lot will be cast in pleasant places. 

Princeton, N. J. 


A rainy Sunday again! A bright Sunday again? 
Either way, the children will need a bit of help te 
make the happiest and best use of the free times of 
the day. “Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Chil- 
dren,” by John .T. Faris, is filled with suggestions 
for Bible games and good things to do. (The Sum- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 90 cts.) 
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The question Harvard has raised’ a religious 
rathér than a racial one 








May Jews Go to Our Universities ? 


By Thomas M. Chalmers Reiss enery Rinsster sof ne 











whether American educational institutions may dis- 

criminate against racial groups and remain Ameri- 
can. This is really the form of the question in the 
minds of many Jews. It is not to them a question of 
dislike for the Jew, but a test of the Americanism of 
institutions that dare to defy public sentiment, or 
Jewish sentiment, by making such standards of en- 
trance as will shut out certain racial groups in whole 
or in part. That this question has come to the front 
reveals a great change in the attitude of many promi- 
nent educators and institutions, for Harvard is not 
alone in feeling the need of considering what attitude 
must be taken toward the increasing number of Jews 
in colleges and universities. The great numbers of 
Jewish students seeking entrance into these institutions 
were bound to raise this question sooner or later. 

The difference in ideals and religion between Jews 
and Gentile Americans makes it exceedingly difficult 
to maintain the older standards for which money and 
lives were given in the past. Must these standards be 
maintained in order to conserve American institutions 
as the fathers founded them? If this is necessary, 
that American democratic ideals may kept and 
handed on to the future, then whatever is demanded 
for their preservation will need to be adopted by the 
ruling authorities of our institutions. If it be true, 
that Christianity is the true basis of our liberties and 
ideals as a nation, in spite of the non-Christian char- 
acter of our government, then the question sprung by 
Harvard is a legitimate one, and must be faced what- 
ever the consequences. 


[' IS a big question sprung by Harvard University, 


ve 


Not Merely a Question of Race 


HIS is not purely a racial question... The Negro 
has been mentioned as different from our white 
non-Jewish population. But the Jew and the Negro 
are not on the same plane in this matter. Our Negro 
population, while considered to be on a different social 
lane, are yet nominally and often really Christian. 
he Jews are not Christian. They are by divine 
choice and purpose different from all Gentiles, in that’ 
they are appointed to be the instrument of blessing to 
the whole world, yet are commanded not to mingle 
with the Gentiles. They are outside of their own land, 
yet have a promise from God of restoration. They 
will one day return to that land. Even the liberal 
element of the Jews who deny their national vocation 
and refuse to cherish any hope of a return to Pales- 
tine, yet hold to the ancient separation and discourage 
intermarriage with Gentiles. z 


, 


The Problem Religious 


A= this makes the problem deeper than if it was a 
mere racial one. It is religious and religious in 
the strongest antithetic sense. For this reason, and 
while the unbelieving Jew must by virtue of his mental 
attitude to Gentiles and his moral attitude toward 
Jehovah and Jesus oppose the Christian features of 
our American national life, this question is one that 
will not down, and there appears no easy solution of it 
in sight. No solution, that is, on American soil. The 
only true solution is for the Jews to return to Jehovah 
and Palestine, then they will become a true spiritual 
blessing to all the earth. 

In the meanwhile it seems clear that this question 
must trouble our American life. For Christians the 
Word of God is decisive. The light it throws on such 
a question is seen in Deuteronomy 28:64, 65: “The 
Lord shall scatter thee among all people, from the one 
end of the earth even to the other. ... And among 
these nations shalt thou find no ease,” and in Zechariah 
8:13: “It shall come to pass, that, as ye were a curse 
among the Gentiles, O house of Judah, and house of 
Israel; so will I save you, and ye shall be a blessing.” 
The problem is one of a people out of their true place 
and disebedient to God. Such a people, even though 
valuable in many ways as citizens and helpers of the 
national life, yet seeking to “make America Uni- 
tarian,” poison its religious life and weaken the 
sources of its original Americanism. 


Shall Jews Found Their Own University ? 


ABBI LOUIS I. NEWMAN, Associate Rabbi of 

Temple Israel, New York, in The Jewish Tribune 
of October 27th, proposed the founding in this country 
of a Jewish university, “not as an answer to academic 
anti-Semitism, but on its own merits as a contribution 
by Jewish intellect and ideals to American life.” It 
should be open to all irrespective of their race or 


creed. The editor of the Tribune opposed this sug- 
gestion, calling it “not a Jewish issue, but an Ameri- 
can issue.” In his paper of November 10th, the editor 
of the Tribune publishes a symposium of six articles 
contributed on his invitation from one Jewish writer 
and five presidents of leading colleges and universities, 
in which this question is discussed. 

Some of these articles opposed the idea of a separate 
Jewish university, while others felt that it would be a 
true contribution to the enrichment of our universal 
American life. The Jewish writer, Waldo Frank, 
thinks that “Harvard and Yale and their western chil- 
dren,” which “had their sources in the Anglo-Saxon 
culture that came to dominate our colonial expansion,” 
should remain true to their source. “What is needed,” 
he further says, “is not to make over Harvard and 
Yale and Princeton into another cultural expression: 
but to supplement them with other cultural expres- 
sions.” Thus he favors a Jewish university which, 
“rising organically from the enlightened energy of 
American Jews, would be a natural expression of their 
life, and in so far as they are a part of America, would 
prove an expressive element of American life.” 

This is one of the burning questions before Ameri- 
can Jews today. Its settlement may not be left wholly 
to them. They should not seek to change the ideals of 
institutions founded on Christian principles. If our 
colleges and universities become non-Christian or anti- 
Christian, whether through Jewish or other influence, 
the democracy of America will not long endure. 


o 
A New Generation in Palestine 


CCORDING to Dr. S. Bernstein, in The New 
. Palestine, “There has recently emerged among 
Jewish circles in America a strong tendency to send 
young children to Palestine to be educated in the He- 
brew schools there. -The Palestine Bureau of the 
Zionist Organization receives inquiries about this in 
large numbers from people all over the United States. 
A number of pupils are now on their way to Palestine. 
The aim of the parents who take this course is, as a 
rule, to‘have their children graduate from a Hebrew 
school in Palestine and then receive their academic 








The First Transport of. Machinery for the Rutenberg 
hydro-electric scheme has arrived in Palestine. 


The New Jewish Suburb in Tiberias has been named 
Kiryath Samuel (“The City of Samuel”), after the High 
Commissioner. 

Jewish Soldiers of Eastern Galicia, Poland, have protested 
against the order compelling them to attend Christian prayer 
meetings. 

The Jewish National Fund has planted 751,527 trees on 
its lands in Palestine. Most numerous among the various 
kinds are the eucalyptus, sumbering nearly 575,000; 93,200 
trees have been planted in three new settlements in the 
Valley of Jezreel 


New York is To-day a Greater Jewish Litevury Center 
than Warsaw and Odessa combined, says an English Zion- 
ist paper. The greatest Jewish writers and poets at the 
present moment have’ made New York their home, and 
thus the city has become the center of gravity in Jewish 
literature. , 

The Bishop of Jerusalem of the English Church, the 
Right Rev. Rennie MacInnes, declared in a lecture recently 
in Philadelphia that the Zionists, by their aggressive man- 
ner, have antagonized the people of Palestine so much that 
they believe a return of Turkish rule would be weferable 
to 2 continuance of the Zionist movement. 

Julius J. Morgenstern is the First American-Born, Ameri- 
can-educated Jewish scholar to head an American Jewish 


. theological school. He succeeds Dr. Kaufman Kohler as 


President of the Hebrew Union College, in Cincinnati, which 
is his alma mater. This college is the fount from which 
flows much of the reform Judaism of America. 

Cantor Joseph R blatt has signed a contract with rep- 
resentatives of the principal Jewish congregations of Philadel- 
phia, requiring him to sing on the three Jewish high holidays 
in each of the years 1923, 1924 and 1925. Mr. Rosenblatt is 
to receive $15,000 a year for his services. This is fine pay 
for a few days singing. But God will not be praised. 

Anti-Semitism, unknown in Japan before the war, is now 
one of the moot topics of the day in the Sunrise Kingdom, 
says the American Hebrew. Japanese scholars are said to 
be avidly searching for literature on the subject, one professor 
having gone to Germany with a view of consulting German 
Jew-haters on this grim matter. - The war brought a large 
number of Jews to Japan from Siberia. 

The French Railway from Jaffa to Jerusalem has been 
taken over by the Palestinian Government, in accordance 
with the decision of an international arbitration court called 
upon to decide the dispute between the French company 
and the Jerusalem authorities. This railway was the first 
ever opened in Palestine. It began traffic September 26, 
1892. Its construction fulfilled the prophecies found in 
Isaiah 35:8: 62:10 











education either in the Hebrew University (at Jeru- 
salem) which will soon be erected, or in this country.” 

Dr. Bernstein goes on to say that this niovement is 
one from within and is “a logical outcome of real 
conditions. The education of the younger generation 
is a difficult problem which is ever present in the daily 
life of American Jewry.” Already before the war 
Palestine was an educational center, “attracting to its 
schools,” says Dr. Bernstein, “students from every part 
of the world.” This process of education in the en- 
vironment of Palestine is already producing a new 
type of Jew. Among the Gentiles far from Palestine, 
they were becoming lost to Judaism. In Palestine 
these young boys and girls are related anew to the 
life of Jewry and filled with the spirit of the new 
Jewish nationalism. And the colonies are producing a 
new type of Jew. As another writer in the same issue 
of The New Palestine says: “The new Jewish life 
which is now coming to pass in Palestine is the big- 
gest thing which concerns” all Jews elsewhere as Jews. 


Anticipated Big Palestine Immigration 


T HAS been one of the causes of much anxiety 
among Zionists that the way has not been open 
ior any large immigration into Palestine. There has 
been recently a slight increase over the earlier months 
of this year. Reports show that 450 Jews entered 
Palestine in July, 500 in August and 691 in September. 
Now it is reported by a prominent Jewish labor 
leader from Palestine that recently a census was taken 
of Palestine Jewish workers, which showed that there 
are now 15,000 Jewish workers in that country and all 
of them having employment. On the basis of these 
figures, the Organization of Jewish Workers in Pales- 
tine has petitioned the Palestine Government, asking 
that in the near future 3,000 additional Jewish workers 
should be permitted to enter Palestine. According to 
the Jerusalem Jewish Correspondence Bureau, the 
Palestine Government has issued fresh permits to 600 
workers to enter the country within the next three 
months. The immigrants are permitted to include 
fathers of families, who may bring with them their 
wives and children under the age of eighteen, as well 
as parents or brothers or sisters who are minors. It 
is estimated that up to 3,000 Jews will enter Palestine 
during the next three months, says The Jewish 
Chronicle. 
ve 


Growing Industrialization of Palestine 


ANY changes are coming to the Holy Land, judg- 

ing from reports by different visitors there and 
from special writers for Jewish journals. The pro- 
vision for short railway lines, linking up different 
isolated towns, is having its effect in increasing trade 
and travel, while the good roads made in the last few 
years make communication by automobiles and auto- 
trucks much more feasible. New factories are being 
opened in various cities, and commerce is growing 
fast. The first work has begun on the great electrifi- 
cation scheme of Pinchus Rutenberg, by which all 
Palestine will be supplied with power from the Jordan 
River. 

The chief center of new industries appears to be 
Tel-Aviv, the first Jewish municipality in Palestine. 
This garden city, just north of Jaffa, is becoming a 
busy commercial town, according to Elias M. Epstein 
in The New Palestine. He says: “The expansion of 
our first Jewish borough is a constant theme of ad- 
miration; the ‘fever’ of building has not abated there 
throughout the long summer, and now an entirely new 
quarter is being added that will turn Tel-Aviv into a 
moderately sized town.” Scores of offices and shops 
are already in the course of erection, all built with 
the silicate bricks manufactured on the spot. The 
factory for these bricks is the biggest enterprise so 
far at work in the new Palestine, and there is a large 
demand for its products. It has stimulated the build- 
ing industry and given employment to many hundreds 
of Chaluzim outside its own workmtr. The Allenby 
Road has been completed to the sea. The proposed 
new road or esplanade along the shore is to be called 
after the High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Samuel. 

New York Ciry. 

we 


A missionary in Algiers, helped and encouraged 
by Mr. Howard’s book, “When the Days Seem Dark.” 
is just now distributing more than forty copies in 
the stations of his mission and elsewhere. Perhaps 
the book, in these difficult days, might also be of use 
to some one you know. (The Sunday School Times 


Co., Philadelphia, $1.25.) 
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Golden Text.—It is lawful to do good on the sabbath day.—Matthew 12: 12 


LESSON 1. JANUARY 7. JESUS HEALING ON THE SABBATH 


Luke 13 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Howard A. Banks 
Getting Started in Class 
ITH the Sunday newspaper to occupy one’s 
morning, the automobile to absorb his after- 
noon, and that radio’ set to enable him to hear 
some strange preacher across the continent deliver a 
sermon instead of going to his own church to hear 
his own preacher, the Lord’s Day is being pretty thor- 
oughly wrecked in this year of our Lord (com- 
pare Mr. Pace’s Cartoon). But the Lord’s Day is a 
priceless gift if properly appreciated. As this lesson 
marks the he gee ewe of the Rev. Wade C. Smith, 
pastor of the Church-by-the-Side-of-the-Road, of 
Greensboro, N. C., with his lesson for boys’ classes, 
why not usé the impressive story he tells of a youth 
who honored God’s day, for getting under way with 
the lesson? A girl’s experience in keeping the Lord’s 
day is told by Mrs. Askew (3). 


Our Background Material ° 


It is tragic that at the very last time our Lord 
taught in a Jewish synagogue, the Pharisees rejected 
his teaching and criticized his work. Christ de- 
velops the thought of rejection again when Phari- 
sees come to him with a warning against Herod 
(vs. 31-33). What was their motive in bring- 
ing this message? Were they really friendly and 
anxious for his sadety, or had they invented a false 
message in the hope of getting rid of his presence, 
or had they actually been sent by Herod to state his 
intention that he might be rid of the Lord’s presence? 
It is true Herod’s later statement that he had desired 
to see Christ for a long time (23:8) seems to con- 
flict with this latter interpretation, but he was of 
unstable character, and it might have been that now 
his fears had got the better of his curiosity. If our 
Lord was now in his Perean ministry he may have 
been near Herod’s castle of Macherus. When Herod 
did finally see Jesus, he hoped to see some miracle 
done by him, and Jesus, reading his thoughts even 
now, sends back word that such wonders are all but 
ended (v. 33). He had set his face “steadfastly” to 
go to Jerusalem, and so he says, “I must journey on.” 
His reference to the three days is probably a poetic 
form of Eastern speech, as it was not literally ful- 
filled, so far as we can trace his journeyings, 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 
son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 
paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 


of certain 


The conversation about the Galileans and the vic- 
tims of the tower of Siloam teaches us that men are 
not to judge but to repent. The parable of the fig 
tree is closely connected with this teaching —it is 
the goodness of God, the longsuffering of the Vine- 
dresser that leads men to repentance, and to fruit- 
bearing. What are we accomplishing for God? 

The lesson, however, should be organized around 
the incident of healing in the synagogue in particular 
and the way to observe the Lord’s Day in general, 
and how to utilize the principle of congentration in 
doing this is pointed out by Dr. Ellis. 

The fact that the woman whom the Lord healed 
had “a spirit” of infirmity seems to indicate that an 
evil spirit had something to do with the disease (Fam- 
ily Worship for Monday). How far do Satan and 
his emissaries have to do with our sicknesses? In 
spite of her physical malady and her spiritual in- 
aw, she was in the house of God (Dr. Thomas, I, 


In the Authorized Version we read that when Jesus 

saw this woman with her infirmity (v. 12) “he called 
her to him,” but the words “her to him” are in italics, 
indicating that they are to be omitted. The Revised 
Version says “called her.” If she was bent double 
with her malady, she could hardly walk over to where 
he was. It enables us to visualize this picture in the 
synagogue to know that the men and women sat sep- 
arately (Dr. Thomas, I, 2). It was an evidence of 
his profound sympathy and quick insight for suf- 
fering that he saw her and sensed her needs in the 
distance he was removed from her. Our Lord goes 
out of his way to save us—as far out of his way 
as heaven is from earth. 
_ This incident is peculiar to Luke, and of course 
it intensely interested him as a physician to record 
the power of God in healing what doctors to-day 
would doubtless diagnose as a case of curvature of 
the spine. 

Did our Lord make it a special point to perform 
miracles of healing on the Sabbath? At any rate 
he took peculiar. pleasure in performing them on 
God's day. His double purpose in singling out this 











Devotional ing; Psalm 103: 1-8. 
Reference iiceding Exod. 20: 8-11; Isa. 35; 56: 1-8; Mark 2: 23 
to 3: 5. 


Topic: Jesus Doing Good. 
Lesson Material : Luke 43 : 10-17. 
Memory Verse: Jesus . . . went about doing good.—Acts 


10. 3 . 
unior Topic: Jesus He elpless Woman. 
J Lesson Material : iains. © —_ _ 

Memory Verses: Psalm 103: 2, 3. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic; Right Uses of the Lord’s Day. 
Topic for Young People and Adults : Right Uses of the Lord’s Day. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
esson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 10-17 


1¢ And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
sabbath day. 11 And behold, a woman that had a spirit of 
infirmity eighteen years; and she was bowed together, and 
could in no wise lift herself up. 12 And when Jesus saw 
her, he called her, and said to her, Woman, thou art loosed 
from thine infirmity. 13 And he laid his hands upon her: 
and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 
14 And the ruler of the synagogue, being moved with in- 
dignation because Jesus had healed on the sabbath, an- 
swered and said to the multitude, There are six days in 
which men ought to work: in them taerefore come and be 
healed, and not on the day of the sabbath. 15 But the 
Lord answered him, and said, Ye hypocrites, doth not each 
one of you on the sabbath loose his ox or his ass from 
the ' stall, and lead him away to watering? 16 And ought 
not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan 
had bound, lo, these eighteen years, to have been loosed 
from this bond on the day of the sabbath? 17 And as he 
said these things, all his adversaries were put to shame: 
and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things 
that were done by him. 
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day for his humane and compassionate work is pointed 
out by Dr. Smellie (1). - See also Mrs, Askew (1). 

The incident evidently created a sensation in the 
congregation. We are not told how the woman 
“glorified God” (v. 13). But as she became free un- 
der the healing touch of our Lord’s hand upon her 


body, she could not contain herself. . Perhaps she’ 


shouted, after the modern Methodist fashion, and 
perhaps that had something to do with annoying the 
ruler of the synagogue (Dr. Thomas, I, 3). 

It was terrible that a leader of God’s people should 
prefer to see the continuance of human suffering 
rather than that a mere human rule should be broken 

Dr. Thomas, I, 4) To get into a religious rut 
through formalism seems to have begotten a sort of 
pious hypocrisy. Is our Christian life a formal one, 
and going to church Sunday morning as a habit be- 
of merely saying our prayers morning and evening 
cause nearly everybody else does so? 

Jewish traditionalism laid down the rule that a 
physician might act in life and death cases, but not in 
chronic cases like this. Christ met indignation with 
indignation (Dr. Smellie, 4). If that “star-look 
shooting from the cowl” of Savonarola made the 
dying Medici wince, what must have been the look 
that the Lord gave the critical ruler of the synagogue? 
(Dr. Smellie, 5.) 

The Authorized translation is hardly right in say- 
ing “All his adversaries were ashamed” (v. 17) when 
our Lord rebuked the ruler of the synagogue and his 
followers by drawing that contrast between an ox 
and an ass led to water every Sabbath day and a 
daughter of Abraham with an eternal soul. The Re- 
vised granslation doubtless more accurately expresses 
the real truth, “His adversaries were put to shame” 
—that is, in the eyes of those who kad witnessed the 
miracle (Dr. Thomas, I, 5, 6). 

Meré religiosity often leads men to forget the 
basal principles of common sense, upon which our 
— argument in administering his rebuke was 
ased. 

The Lord’s day is different from the old Jewish 
sabbath, and we observe it because it was the day on 
which Christ rose from the dead. It ought to be 
characterized by the same sort of activity as he en- 
gaged in after his resurrection when his appearances 
to the disciples were always on the first day of the 
week. It is a fact that the seventh day Sabbath was 
never commanded except to Israel (Dr. Ellis), and yet 
the Lord’s day cannot be properly considered with- 
out reference to the Sabbath which preceded it (Dr. 
Thomas, III, 7). That there is something funda- 
mental, permanent, ‘and universal in the principle of 
the Sabbath is evident from the fact that it was ap- 
pointed by God at the creation. A concise but care- 
fully considered study of the Sahbath and the Lord’s 
day and how rightly to use the latter is given by 
Dr. Thomas in his whole discussion under the Graded 
Topics (see also Mrs. Askew, 2). Three things 
properly fit in to this day —rest, worship, service. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


This woman in the synagogue could not by her 
own efforts “lift up herself to completeness.” But 
the Lord could—and did. “To completeness” — al! 
at once. He did not administer some treatment, and 
then leave her in a state o convalescence and re- 
cuperation. How the Greek words “to completeness” 
are the same in that wanderful text, “He is able to 
save to the uttermost,” is pointed out by Dr. Smellie 
(2, 3). The words “thou art loosed” are more ac- 
curately rendered, “thou hast been loosed” (v. 12). 
The work of healing had already been done. Would 
the woman’s faith appropriate all that the act of di- 
vine power had made possible? We are the benefi- 
ciaries of Christ’s uttermost salvation both from the 
penalty and power of sin. Have we accepted all 
that is due us? 


Teaching Points 

No man or woman lives to-day but of whom it is 
true, “Thou art loosed” of thy sin, because salvation 
is a past act. It has been accomplished, once for all, 
on the cross. “It is finished.” But oh, so many do 
not know it. Are we telling them? : 

The Lord’s day is one of God’s good gifts to men. 
Three other of his good gifts are mentioned by Dr. 
Thomas in The Heart of the Lesson. Are all of 
these four gifts evident in this lesson? 

The right kind of zeal in the Lord’s work is 
kindled at his altar (Dr. Smellie, 4). ; 

An impressive missionary lesson may be found in 
the type this daughter of Abraham is of the national 
daughter of Zion’ (Miss Homer-Dixon). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
When did the Sabbath principle begin, and whea 
does it end? 


What three things should characterize our use of 
the Lord’s day? (Dr. Thomas, I, 8.) 


What is the difference beteween the Jewish Sab- 
bath and the Christian’s Lord’s day? 


PHILADELPHIA. ~ 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, B.D., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CoNCENTRATION. — Organ- 
ize the lesson around one central and important 
truth whenever possible. 








HE Golden Text furnishes us a central truth 

adequate for our purpose in relation to the lessor 
and its applications, but it is to be noted that for us 
it involves a point that may be legitimately raised 
by any member of the class and a point upon which 
the ordinary teacher ought to be better informed — 
namely, the question of the Christian Sabbath; more 
properly the Lord’s Day, as distinguished from the 
Jewish Sabbath. No teacher should hesitate to ad- 
mit that the “sabbath” of the lesson is the Jewish 
Sabbath, but certainly the principle announced here 
carries over into the observance of our Christian day 
of rest. The thought to be stressed is of course 
that when the highest court, in the person of our 
Lord, reviewed the law of the sabbath he interpreted 
it in the light of the principle announced in the text. 
This principle is stated positively, but it has its nega- 
tive implication also. If the Lord expanded the 
rigidity of the tradition-bound sabbath to include 
works of necessity, mercy, and righteousness, he did 
not thereby open the door to every manner of abuse 
oa individuals might incline to heap upon that sab- 

th. 

It will be well in making present-day applications 
to interpret them in the light ofthe principle indi- 
cated? Much of the desecration of the Lord’s Day 
would be obviated if even Christian people: would 
apply and not stfetch the principle that on this day 
it is lawful to do good. There may be classes where 
the class may wish to concentrate upon the reasons 
for the change to the Lord’s Day. The fact that 
the seventh day sabbath was never commanded except 
to Israel, as well as the first-day practise of the early 
church, ought to be made familiar to all. 


Huntinopon, PA. 
we 


The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad te 
show them to you, or a catalogue will be sent om 
request. 


Lesson for January 7 
Luke 13 





The Lesson as a Whole 


. By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. The Lesson’s Main Message 

The Deep Need (vs. 10, 11). The description shows 
thaf*the woman was not merely deformed, but that be- 
hind the physical trouble was a supernatural power. 
“A spirit which had caused infirmity.” It is par- 
ticularly interesting to notice that she was in a place 
of worship, notwithstanding her terrible infirmity. (1) 

The Profound Sympathy (v. 12). The moment 
Christ saw her he was drawn to her need with his 
quickness of sight for suffering. This is the more 
remarkable because the men’s part in the synagogue 
was séparated from that of the women, and the call 
he addressed to her must have been capable of being 
heard at a distance. (2) 

The Complete Healing (v. 13). His word of sym- 
pathy was followed by his touch of power. It has been 
pointed out that Christ never seems to have touched 
one actually possessed of an evil spirit, but this wo- 
man had been influenced eighteen years before, 
though the results remained. Directly she was healed 
she showed her true spirit in recognizing God’s won- 
derful blessing. (3) 

The Insincere Protest (v. 14). The indignation 
yas entirely without warrant and shows the callous- 
hess of mere formalism. The idea of objecting to 
the miracle simply because it had been performed on 
the Sabbath was a proof of his bitter prejudice. The 
sympathy and love shown to one in deep need was 
wholly passed by, and it would appear as though he 
was ready to prefer the continuance of the suffering 
rather than that a mere human rule should be broken. 
(4) . 
The Righteous Severity (vs. 15, 16). Our Lord 
quickly showed the man what was right and true, 
reminding him of what he and others would readily 
do in the case of a mere animal. Then Christ con- 
trasted the woman with the ox or ass, speaking of 
her as Abraham’s daughter, and pointing out the 
_ of the binding of Satan for so long a period. 

The Utter Shame (v.17). It is not surprising that 
“all his adversaries were put to shame,” for they had 
been plotting and were ignominieusly defeated. (6) 

The Great Satisfaction (v. 17). The multitude re- 
joiced because of this wonderful evidence of ‘his 
power. This also shows the impression made by 
Christ on those who had not closed their hearts in 
prejudice and wilfulness against him. 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 103:1-8. The famil- 
iar Psalm of praise and satisfaction. (1) Praise to 
God, verse 1; (2) benefits from God, verse 2; (3) 
blessings from God, verses 3-5; (4) righteousness of 
God, verse 6; (5) revelation from Gog, verse 7; (6) 
character of God, verse 8. 

Books.—“A Modern Student’s Life of Christ,” by 
Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50) ; 
Davis’ Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4); Godet’s Commentary on Luke (Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York, $6); Pulpit Commentary 
on Luke (Funk and Wagnalls, New York, 5% vols., 
$2.50 a vol.; sold only in sets). A very interesting 
treatment of this passage will be found in “Studies 
in St. Luke’s. Gospel,” Second Series, by Dr. C. S. 
Robinson (American Tract Society, 35 cts.). On 
one special aspect of the Sabbath question now much 
discussed, reference should be made to “Seventh Day 
Adventism Renounced,” by Canright (Revell, $1.50). 


ll. Reference Material 

Exodus 20:8-11; Isaiah 35; 56:1-8; Mark 2:23 to 
3°5. 

1. Exodus 20:8-11. The Fourth Commandment. 
(1) Remembrance, verse 8; (2) realization, verses 
9, 10; (3) reason, verse II. 

2. Isaiah 35. Pictures of the great future—a 
series of contrasts: Instead of barrenness, beauty 
(vs. 1, 2); instead of fear, courage (vs. 3, 4) ; instead 
of sickness, health (vs. 5, 6); instead of unfruitful- 
ness, fertility (v. 7); instead of impurity, holiness 
(v. 8); instead of danger, safety (v. 9); instead of 
sorrow, joy (v. 10). 

3. Isaiah 56; 1-8. Blessings on Sabbath keeping in 
the great future for the Jews. 

4. Mark 2:23 to 3:5. Two other episodes in 
Christ’s life in relation to the Sabbath. 

ill. The Graded Topics 

As the Intermediate, Senior, Young People’s, and 
Adult Topics are the same, “The Right Uses of the 
Lord’s Day,” the opportunity is offered to consider 
the two great ideas suggested: (1) the Lord’s Day; 
and (2) right uses of it. 

The Lord’s Day cannot be properly considered with- 
out reference to the Sabbath which preceded it. The 
Sabbath was appointed at the time of the creation 
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(Gen. 2:3), before the entrance of sin, thereby sug- 
gesting something fundamental, permanent,-and uni- 
versal. This was confirmed later on in connection 
with the Jews (Exod. 20), and then, during our 
Lord’s life, he laid down two great principles: (1) 
The Sabbath was made for man; (2) the Son of 
man is Lord of the Sabbath. Thus, the Sabbath is a 
divine institution and is not to be considered as lim- 
ited to a particular day of the week, especially as 
no one now can prove what was actually the seventh 
day from creation, and even if we could it would be 
impossible in view of astronomical and geographical 
conditions to observe the same twenty-four hours. 
It is the principle of one-seventh of our time and not 
the particular day. It is, therefore, eminently ap- 
propriate that the Lord’s Day should be the continu- 
ance and development of the Sabbath because of its 
force as the day of Christ’s resurrection and as the 
anticipation of the great eternal Sabbath-keeping.. (7) 

It is also important to remember that our Lord's 
references to the Sabbath were almost exclusively ad- 
dressed to his enemies. He spoke eleven times on 
this subject, but always to correct the superstitious 
additions which the Pharisees had made to the law 
of Moses, and when he said to his disciples, looking 
forward to A. D. 70, “Pray ye that your flight be 
not on the sabbath day” (Matt. 24:20), it is clear 
that he assumed the continuance of this universal 
principle. So that, while attacking existing usages, 
Christ did not annul the principle, but claimed lord- 
ship over it, thereby upholding both the Divine right 
and the human obligation of the Sabbath, while sep- 
arating what was accidental from what was essential. 
It is important to notice the occasions of collisions 
between Christ and his oppogents (John 5; Luke 6; 
John 9; Luke 13; Luke 14). This sabbatic principle 
of the seventh day, the seventh month, the seventh 
year, and the fiftieth year, is very striking, for the 
typical and profound character of the Sabbath is of 
vital importance (Heb. 4). As an institution of Is- 


‘ rael and originally connected with the rest in creation, 


the Sabbath looks forward to rest in the earth. As 
the original Sabbath was God’s rest in creation, so 
the Lord’s Day is his rest in redemption, and the 
eighth day in the Mosaic law is always the type of 
perfection. 

In view of all this it is essential that we should 
recognize the right uses of the Lord’s Day. Three 
things sum up the day: rest, worship, service. and 
everything not in harmony with these should be set 
aside (Isa. 58:13, 14). To the believer, all that is glo- 
rious as well as gracious is connected with the Lord’s 
Day. Christ rose thereon and now we are looking 
forward to that eternal rest which remains to the 
people of God. (8) 

IV. The Heart of the Lesson 

The Apostle Paul in a well-known passage says, 
“Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 
9:15). If, as is often thought, this “gift” refers to 
the Lord Jesus Christ, we have four special gifts in 
him to which we shall do well to give attention. 


1. The Word of God. The Bible is God’s gift for 
our life, revealing him as our Saviour and Lord, and 
providing truth for the mind, love for the heart, and 
power for the will. 

2. The Day of God. This gift is intended for phys- 
ical, mental, and spiritual blessing. It dates from 
creation, and the people of Israel were told to “re- 
member” what God had thus appointed. The fourth 
is significantly the only commandment which begins 
in this way. 

3. The House of God. This means that God has 
provided an opportunity for us to meet other Chris- 
tians, because worship and fellowship are so essen- 
tial for true Christian living. 

4. The Grace of God. It is through this gift that 
all the others become realized, because God’s gift of 
grace in Christ makes the Bible different from what 
it would otherwise be, enables us to enjoy the Sab- 
bath, and makes the opportunity of worship a pleas- 
ure. 


V. Leading Questions 

Explain the force of the words “hallow” (Gen. 
2:3) and “remember” (Exod. 20:8). 

Explain Colossians 2:16 in the light of our ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Day. 

What is the message of Isaiah 58:13, 14 for us 
now? 

PHILADELPHIA. 

* 


What a Saviour I Have Found! 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE emancipation. of the deformed woman 
was a Sabbath-day’s task. 

Christ took special pleasure in the employment 
of healing energies on God’s day. The Gospels en- 
shrine seven narratives—and probably others might 
have been told —of cures that he conferred during 
its sacred hours. He had a double purpose in sin- 
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gling it out for his humane and compassionate work. 
On the one hand, he was condemning that rigorous 
Pharisaism which forbade such work as being a con- 
tradiction of the Sabbatic law of rest. But on the other 
hand, he was rebuking with equal emphasis the care- 
less secularism that has no use for the holy day. He 
added new lusters to its sanctity. by those deeds of 
love and help with which ‘he lighted it up. And we 
must not overlook the fact that frequently he found 
the recipients of his blessing in the place where 
prayer was wont to be made—the man with the 
withered hand, the poor creature in the Capernaum 
synagogue vexed by an unclean spirit, the woman 
bent double by her disease. Deliberately Christ set 
the seal of his approval on the faith and the obedi- 
ence- which led these sufferers to God’s house at 
God’s appointed time. (1) 

Thus, while he has no sympathy with the narrow- 
ness of a too mechanical Sabbath-keeping, he crowns 
with his favor those who reverence the Sabbath 
ordinance and make their way to its worship in spite 
of every hindrance and burden. 


The emancipation brought a finished and full de- 
liverance. ° 

For eighteen years the woman in the Perean syn- 
agogue had been in bondage. In her crooked form 
and furrowed face Jesus read her pitiful history. 
He saw that her malady was more than physical — 
nervous, mental, mysterious; Satan, he said, had 
bound this daughter of Abraham so that she could 
not lift up herself to completcness. Calling her to 
him, he spoke his fiat of enfranchisement, Thou art 
loosed. Instantly the paralysis both of body and of 
will was gone. She stood erect in her strength. (2) 

Christ delivered “to completeness” — eis to pantcles 
—the sufferer who could not lift up herself “to 
completeness.” It is how he delivers always. In 
only one other passage of New Testament Scrip- 
ture do the same Greek words occur, that great text 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews, “He is able to save 
to the uttermost.” (3) 

He sets a period to the misery of the past. The 
years of our servitude and helplessness vanish at his 
command, as they vanished for the woman in the syn- 
agogue. The guilt and ill-desert, the fear and im- 
potence, are forgiven. He maintains our help and 
holiness in the present. Not simply did the old suf- 
ferer bid good-bye to the slavery which had held her 
in its grip; she stepped out into a new world of hope 
and power. So from day to day, from duty to 
duty, and from victory to victory, he goes on equip- 
ping and enriching our souls. And he guarantees us 
against disaster in the future. 


Once more, the emancipation opened a window into 
Christ’s burning heart. 

The ruler of the synagogue, a Pharisee of the 
Pharisees, was intensely angry. He broke out in rage 
against the people in front of him. “You have a 
whole round of weekdays,” he reminded them, “in 
which men should do their work, and should seek 
the cure of their troubles”; as if the Lord’s easy art- 
less unencumbered healing could be regarded either 
as the laboriousness of manual toil or as the pains- 
taking process of medical practise. Then. Jesus met 
indignation with indignation, the unworthy zeal with 
the zeal which kindles its flame at God’s altar. “It 
is not even a matter of conscience,” he said, “with 
yon Pharisees. It is nothing better than hypocrisy.” 


Mrs. Browning writes of how the dying Lorenzo 
de Medici winced and cowered before “the star-look 
shooting from the cowl” of Savonarola. But it is 
a far more serious thing to face the lightning-fire 
of Christ’s reproof. Nothing calls it forth more in- 
evitably or more unsparingly than the pretended re- 
ligion which is harsh when it should be tender,. out- 
ward when it should be spiritual, hollow *when it 
should be. true to the innermost core. From this 
religion may you and I, through God’s grace, separate 
ourselves by an unbridgeable gulf. (5) 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


ye 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Homera Homer-Dixon 


i kay typical teaching of this story has reference 
to the Jews; the daughter of Zion is seen as 
crippled, unable to lift herself up to God and walk 
uprightly, bound by Satan these eighteen hundred 
years. The seventh dispensation or age will see the 
Jewish nation healed by the blessed Saviour, as a 
nation. But we must never forget our duties to the 
Jews in this present time, when God is calling the 


individual sons and daughters of Abraham into his 
church, loosed from the bonds of Satan by the Gos- 
pel, which is “the power of God unto salvation to 


every one that believeth; to the Jew first. and also 
to the Greek” (Rom. 1:16, and see Rom. 2:9, 10). 

The fiery furnace of “the time of Jacob’s trouble” 
is near at hand. Shall we not this year minister “to 
the Jew first,” to pluck them as brands from the burn- 
ing? On this the first Sunday of the year shall we 
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not put forth special effort in prayer, in 
ifts, and in personal work, to. reach 
acob and transform him into Israel? 


Nuacara FA.ts, Can. 


we 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one éach week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in gramps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by ‘the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. - . 

ill be given to illustrations on 
ont ae, ‘of the foecen text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word Rage Pr 

Illustrations on other verses an e 
specially desired, though 

= as Golden T ext are also needed. 
Are We in Earnest ?—He was teaching 
in one of the synagogues on the sabbath | 
day (v. 10). The old lawyer was right | 
when, after hearing a young preacher on | 
the Sabbath, he said to him, “Young 
man, if J had a boy studying law here | 
with me, and he did not show more in- 
terest in a petty case in a magistrates, 
court than you did yesterday in preach- | 
ing to those immortal souls, | would | 
turn him off. I wouldn’t have such a) 
person around me.”—From the Chris. | 
| 





tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 

Going to the Heart of It.—And im-| 
mediately she was made straight, and, 
glorified God (v. 13)... Some time ago 
when studying this incident in the He- 
brew New Testament with a class of 
Jewish schoolboys, I asked them what] 
they thought about Christ’s action. One| 
boy said that as the woman's infirmity 
had been of long standing she could 
easily have waited one day more. An- 
other said that it would have saved) 
trouble if Jesus had deferred the cure 
until the next day. A third maintained 
that there had been no infringement of 
the Sabbath law because the act of heal- 
ing had not involved any manual opera- 
tion. Finally, the discussion was broken | 
up by the question of a blind boy in the 
class, “What would you have preferred 
if you had been the sufferer ?”—From 
Dr. Mackie. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


Ecclesiastical Confectionery, — And 
the ruler of the synagogue, being moved 
with indignation because Jesus had healed 
on the sabbath, answered and said to 
the multitude, There are six days im 
which men ought to work: in them there- 
fore come and be healed, and not on the 
day of the sabbath (v. 14). One Sun- 
day a young man from the north of 
Scotlang, out walking with his sweet- 
heart, noticed a sign over a doorway, 
“Dairy and Confectioner.” Wishing to 





give the young lady a treat, he entered! 
the shop and asked for chocolate creams. | 


“I dinna sell chocolate creams on the) 
Sabbatl#” said the old lady behind the 


counter, severely. “But ye selt sweeties 
to the woman just gane out,” said the 
young fellow, who had seen the trans- 
action through the window. “Ay, some 
ecclesiastical confectionery, but nae choc- 
olate creams,” said the lady, and went on 
to explain: “Ecclesiastical confectionery 
is peppermint draps, pan draps, and gin- 
ger lozengers, but nae chocolate creams.” 
—From the Expositor. Sent by C. E. 
Gutteridge, Aron Park, Fla. 


At the Wrong Door.—Sirive to enter 
in by the narrow door: for many... 
shall seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able (v. 24). In the days of the sainted 
Murray M’Cheyne there was a man who 
was much troubled, his mind filled with 
gloom, having no peace nor rest. One 
day, as M’Cheyne was preaching to 
Christians, not to those outside, the man 
got peace. After the service he went to 
the minister, his face so beaming that 
there was no need to ask if he had got 
peace. The minister simply asked, “How 
did you get it?” He answered: “All the 
time I’ve been trying to enter at the 
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saints’ door, but while you were speak- 
ing I saw my mistake, and entered at 
the sinners’ door.”—Abridged from the 
Rev. J. Riddell. Sent by the Rev. D. H. 
Strong, Shelburne Falls, Mass. . Prize 
illustration, 


Was It Harsh?—Who redeemeth thy 
lize from destruction (Psa. 103: 4). In 
the ity of Pottsville, Pa., the broken 
end of a high voltage wire was lying 
upon the pavement, along which the en- 
gineer, Mr. Hildebrand, was walking, 
unmindful. of the fact. Mr. Schlitzer 
saw the danger and yelled to warn him, 
but his voice was drowned by the noise 
around. Picking up a stone he threw 
it, and hit Hildebrand on the chest. He 
looked up and avoided the wire just as 
he was about to step upon it. With tears 
streaming down his face he thanked 
Schlitzer for saving his life. How often 
the Lord in the use of the chastening rod 
saves us from some terrible calamity.— 
From Charles F. Reitzel, in the King’s 
zeae, Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, 

an. 


The Jew’s Reply.—/i is lawful to do 
good on the sabbath day (Goldén Text). 
A Jew who had done a worthy act on 


the Sabbath, which others refused to do, 


was reproached for it, and replied, “Good 
deeds have no Sabbath.’—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng.. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we would use thy day for thine own uses. 
We would not turn it into a time for self- 
gratification. Forgive us if we have thus 
lowered by any act of ours the high priv- 
ileges of that day of remembrance. Teach 
us, we pray thee, to use its precious hours 
im ways that are pleasing to thee. May we 
let the day bring blessing to others through 
our faithfulness in worship and in glad serv- 
ice, doing good with lavish spending of time 
and strength. In thy dear name, Lord Jesus, 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Not what we must 
not do, but what we ought to do on the 
Lord’s Day —that is the great question 
for the Christian! For if we are busy 
with the rest and the doing of good that 
belong to that day, then there isn’t time 
to bother about the things that we might 
possibly think we could strain a point 


to do! It is a day of wonderful priv- 
ilege when we are free to do many things 
in the Lord’s service that are not very 
likely to get done during school-days or 
business days, Isn’t it neces to 
think that the Lord said it was law- 
ful to do good on the Sabbath day? Not 
idleness or selfish pleasures, but the do- 
ing of good belong to the day we set 
apart in which especially to remember 
our blessed Lord—our busy, loving, 
serving Lord! How wasteful we have 
been with our Sundays! Shall we ask 
him to help us to use them as he would 
have them used? Let us pray. 





REMEMBER 


‘THE LORp’s Dé%s 
AM 1 USING THE DAY ARIGHT ? 














) 4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Safely through another week.” 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“Say not to-morrow.” 

“The day of resurrection.” 

“Again the morn of gladness.” 

“Jesus, we love to meet.” 

“Help somebody to-day.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in pa:- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“O’er Hill and Plain” (138 : 1-3). 

Psalm 65 : 1-13. 
“Hatden Not Your Heart” (210 : 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 1-18. 
“This Is the Day” (235 : 1-3). Psalm 118 :14-29. 
“Tt Is Good to Sing” (184 : 1-3). Psalm 92 : 1-4. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Where They Go To Get Them.—7 hic 
ruler of the synagogue, being moved 
with indignation because Jesus had 
healed on the sabbath (v. 14). The mat- 
ter of Sabbath observance is one of the 
very much alive questions in America to- 
day. Continental Europe danced and 
drank, sang and sported and tramped all 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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over the commandment, laughing all the 
while at poor old “Puritan America.” 
Then in 1914 it “happened” in Europe, 
— just what happened in Israel when 
folks forgot to remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy. “Puritan Amer- 
ica” with her “blue laws” has come out 
all right at Isaiah §8:13, 14! Solomon 
was a material success (in a way) be- 
cause David respected God’s laws. Solo- 
mon’s son was an ignominious failure 
because Solomon could not give him .a 
righteous boost such as Solomon had 
from David, his father. Solomon played 
golf all day Sunday, had champagne din- 
ners in the evening and cards and din- 
ner dances over the week-ends. That 
is, so to speak. Man or nation breaks 
a command of God at peril. And no 
commandment more perilous in its break- 
ing than the Fourth. That bunch of young 
fellows you see regularly disregarding 
the day will never be Big Executives 
(for long) of anything. Who would en- 
trust his estate to a Sabbath, breaker? 
Who would put his money in a bank 
officered by godless Sabbath breakers? 
Mr. Jew banks with Mr. Christian al- 
most always. One of the richest men 
I know, who has little regard for the 
Sabbath day, selected a Baptist deacon 
for his right hand man. The General 
Electric Company has just elevated Mr. 
William Dalton, President of the Sche- 
nectady Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion to the office of General Manager. 
Such concerns do not go to the Sunday 
bleachers or links or tennis courts or 
dinner dances for their “Big Men.” 


In the Dark Day.—The multitude re- 
joiced for all the glorious things that 
were done by him (v. 17). The multi- 
tude is still rejoicing on account of these 
glorious things. Among others, that 
Jesus did not hesitate to heal on the Sab- 
bath. Helping the other fellow out of 
trouble is always a religious function. 
If you have any doubts about the mul- 
titude’s reason for rejoicing for the glo- 
rious things done by Jesus, just read the 
account of the atheistic Bolshevists in 
Russia. There was nothing new in the 


.Lenine-Trotsky regnum in Russia. It 


was much the same in the Roman Em- 
pire at the time Jesus came. Human 
life was worth no more in Rome and 
Jerusalem than in Moscow and Petro- 
grad. It is only the hand of Jesus 
Christ that makes life livable on the 
earth (John 10:10). In India, babies 
were thrown to crocodiles and the wid- 
ow burned alive on her husband’s 
funeral pyre. In Africa the death of 
a chief was “sunsetted” by the blood of 
his people. In Mexico the quivering 
heart of the human sacrifice was lifted 
to the sun. The tide of blood has run 
as high in Christless Russia as ever in 
heathendom. Yet, would you believe it, 
there are those, and the hated “bour- 
geoisie” at that, who are working over- 
time to tear down the safeguards of re- 
ligion in this fair land. When that day 
comes when those who scorn the church 
shall find the church has gone they will 
have Russian conditions. The “tribula- 
tion” will have arrived. Those “nar- 
row, bigoted church people” will have 
gone. No healing, no Red Cross, no 
Y. M. C. A., no Y. W. C. A., no more 
glorious things.” Because only Christ- 
folks do these now. The godless mob 
and the godless “highbrows” can not 
learn, even supposing they had the heart 
(Matt. 24: 21). 


Life in the Mustard.— Like unto a 
grain of mustard seed (v.19). I know 
a man who manufactured a food proti- 
uct which is in universal use. He has 
grown rich because, people do not eat 
his food product. He makes the mus- 
tard which most of us leave on the edge 
of the plate! It is thus that many folks 
waste the kingdom of heaven. The safe 
opener in order to read the combination 
of the lock makes his finger ends sore 
that they may be supersensitive to the 
slightest movement of the lock mechan- 
ism. That is to say, in order to see 
with the fingers the finger nerves must 
be a-tingle. Read O. Henry’s great story, 
“Alias Jimmy Valentine.” The late Dr. 
Joseph Price was one of Philadelphia’s 
great surgeons. He never performed a 




















Lesson for January 7 
Luke 13 


major operation without first “washing” 
his hands in ground mustard. Like the 
bank robber, in order that his hands 
should “see”’ on the inside and know how 
to proceed they must be sore enough to 
be sensitive to the slightest touch. So 
you see, the mustard tree not only shel- 
ters the birds, but also has help for the 
doctor and life for the race. And be- 
sides,- what good old-fashioned house- 
wife does not know the virtue of the 
mustard plaster? Jesus is so concerned 
that all should make the kingdom of 
heaven that he exhausts metaphors. In 
other lessons I have treated each fig- 
ure. To-day I want to get this mus- 
tard metaphor because most folks you 
meet seem to be interested in everything 
other than heavenly things. As has been 
said, the mustard is wasted as heaven 
is wasted. That Dr. Price, referred to, 
by his wonderful skill as a surgeon, 
brought joy and happiness into many a 
despairing family I could name — and 
the mustard seed stung his hand to its 
skill. Do you understand? (Matt. 13: 
32; Dan. 4: 21.) 
CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


NTRODUCTION.—This is our first 

Sunday of the new year. Has it be- 
gun as a Happy New Year for each of 
you? Have yow been watching day by 
day for some chances to do a kind turn 
to somebody? We know that 
“Little deeds of kindness, 

Little words of love, 


Make gur earth an Eden, 
Like the heaven above.” (Old Song.) 


It makes us more like Jesus when we 
are kind and helpful to others. That is 
why we should pray daily: 

“Help me to do the things J should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all I do, at work and play, 

To grow more like thee every day.” 


(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) 


Before Christmas we had many stories 
which told how Jesus went about doing 
good by preaching, teaching, healing, and 
helping. Do you remember the woman 
who had been ill twelve years, and how 
gladly Jesus healed her when she touched 
his garments in the crowd, believing that 
he could help her? Sometimes Jesus 
helped a woman — sometimes a man, like 
the one whose four friends carried him 
on a mattress to see Jesus; sometimes 
it was a child, like Jairus’ daughter. 
Jesus loved everybody and was ready 
to do a good turn at any time. There 
are many other Bible stories which tell 
how 

“His hands were always helping 
And his eyes were always kind; 
For he never was too busy 


. 





! To heal the sick and blind.” 


(Soug Stories for the Suaday School, Clayton 
F. Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cts.) 


Lesson Teaching.—Our Heavenly’ 
Father is pleased when we help others. 


Lesson Story—One Sabbath Day 
Jesus went as usual to worship in the| 
synagogue, where he had a chance to} 
teach the people how to live so as to} 
please the Heavenly Father. 

Among those who came to listen} 
Jesus noticed a poor ‘woman, who was 
so bent over that she could not walk 
straight nor sit up like other people. She | 
had been that way for eighteen years. 
Jesus felt so sorry for her that he wanted 
to help her right away, if she could 
have faith to believe him. 

When Jesus saw her he called her 
to him and said, Woman, you are loosed 
from your trouble. Could she believe such 
good news? She went at once to Jesus, 
who laid his‘hands’ on her. Immediately 
she was made straight. What would she 
do first of all? Right there in God’s 
house she worshiped and thanked God. 

The ruler of the synagogue who had 
charge of the services that day felt an- 
gry to have such a thing happen in the 
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synagogue on the Sabbath. He was so 
indignant that he said before the peo- 
ple, There are six days in which men 
ought to work; come and be healed then, 
and not on the Sabbath. 

Jesus heard what the ruler said, so he 
answered, If your oxen or cattle or 
beasts are thirsty, each one of you will 
loosen them from the stall to lead them 
to the water-place. Is it worse to loose 
this Jewish woman from her trouble 
which has bound her almost double for 
eighteen years, even if it is the Sabbath 
Day? 

When the faultfinders heard that, they 
felt ashamed and had nothing more to 
answer. The people who were there 
rejoiced over what had happened and 
because of all the glorious and helpful 
things which were done by Jesus. 

After the Story—Let us ~talk about 
some of the things which children can 
do to make Sunday a holy, helpful, happy 
day. Like Jesus we may all go to God's 
House to worship with prayer and praise. 
We may 
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 

And into his courts with praise; 

Be thankful unte him and bless his name, 

For the Lord is good.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., 
Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 


The Heavenly Father is always pleased 
with the worship of children. 

On Sunday afternoon there are 
chances to visit some child or older per- 
son who may be sick or shut in. It may 
not be possible to cure them, as Jesus 
did, but a kind word, a little song, a 
flower, or even a happy smile will help 
to cheer them and make them feel bet- 
ter. It will make you feel happy too. 
Our Heavenly Father is pleased when 
we help others. (Perhaps some local 


Wapello, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories’ 
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.broke men’s traditions. 





opportunity will suggest itself to afford 
the children a chance for expression 
along the line of doing good to others.) 

“Do all the good you can, 

To all the people you can, 

In ali the places you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

And just as long as you can.” 


Peoria, 2LL. 





Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus’ attitude towards traditions. 

2. His principles of right Sabbath keep- 
ing. 

3. Your application of them to your 
Sundays. 











HE constant controversy between 
~ Jesus and the religious authorities of 
his day will never be rightly understood 
by young people till they make clear 
distinction between religious traditions 
and principles: one imposed by men upon 
men, the other commanded by God. So 
turn for your first study to-day to that 
plain seventh chapter of Mark, where he 
records Jesus’ full teaching on this sub- 
ject. Explain the general line of his 
argunient, with its illustrations from the 
religious forms of his own time, but 
have read aloud and marked in all the 
Bibles verses 8 and 9, and then 13. 
Now it was their “leaving the com- 
mandment of God to hold fast the tra- 
ditions of men” concerning the Jewish 
sabbath that so aroused Jesus’ indigna- 





tion and almost provoked him to seek! 
occasion to practise the commandment | 
of God in the face of their traditions. | 
Have one girl prepared to give a list 
of the healings on the Sabbath that Luke 
records, then add to that list all those 
you know of that are recorded in the 
other Gospels (and not in Luke), and 
this fact will impress them, as indeed 
Jesus’ own use of the Sabbath impressed 
his observers and critics. (1) 

Use enough references from the Old 
Testament to show just what the com- 
mandment of God really was concern- 
ing this day. Genesis 2: 2, 3; Exodus 20: 
8-11; 23:12; 31:13; Leviticus 19:30; 
Nehemiah 9:13, 14, and 13: 15-22, with 
the lovely Ninety-second Psalm and 
Psalm 118: 24 are all good ones. Very 
clearly two great principles stand out 
as the reason for the institution of this 
day and the rule for its proper observ- 
ance. It was given for physical rest and 
for spiritual refreshment, and in physical 
rest and spiritual refreshment we should 
spend its hours. Remember that rest 
does not mean idleness, and that refresh- 
ment of spirit may come most fully 
through such ‘activities as bring God 
most near. It is also evident from 
these Old Testament principles that 
God expected his people to find their 
spiritual refreshment in his sanctuary, 
in the united, stated, expressed worship 
of himself. (2) 

Now look for a moment at the enor- 
mous weight of traditions the Pharisees 
had added, making the Sabbath anything 
but a refreshment to the souls of men, 
—rather an intolerable burden upon 
an already over-formal age. Describe 
some of the absurd details of those tra- 
ditions, like walking one step more than 
the prescribed Sabbath Day’s journey, 
or carrying any “burden” in the hand, 


2. Now study your list of Jesus’ heal- 
ings on the Sabbath and see whether or 
not he kept God’s great principles as he 
Study this in- 
cident most closely (Luke 13: 10-17), and 
see how fearlessly he combatted those 
weary old traditions that actually broke 
the Sabbath they were designed, by men, 
to honor. And see how “gloriously,” as 
Luke joyfully recorded the multitude’s 
delight in his courage and his compas- 
sion, our Lord did honor the day of 
rest and worship. How many thousands, 
think you, in those synagogues where he 
relieved so many sick and suffering and 
helpless ones on the Sabbath days of his 
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the synagogue himself that day — wor- 
shiped God as never before because of 
those very miracles of mercy? 

The rest Jesus found for himself on 
that day must have come through the 
service of the synagogues, faulty as he 
must have seen them to be, for the needs 
all about him left him little time for 
rest through seclusion. 


. Test your own Sundays by Jesus’ 
principles. Do you seek rest for your 
bodies that day and refreshment for your 
souls through his sanctuary and such 
deeds of loving mercy as shall make men 


worship him more? Or is your 
rest but selfish idleness and jour 
refreshment primarily for the mind 


or the senses through gaieties and go- 
ings, usually away from the house of 
worship? There is no refreshment for 
the soul. like hearing God speak and 
speaking to him unless it be in bringing 
men to know him better. 

Girls are so afraid of losing friends by 
having Sunday standards different from 
their companions that you can help them 
much if you can give them an experience 
of your own proving the contrary. Or 
can not one of them tell her mates how 
she holds her day sacred from worldli- 
ness and yet keeps it joyful? And 
surely you, their teacher, have plans 
for them that give full scope to their 
eager, active minds and bodies in serv- 
ices of love that prevent all possibilities 
of dullness and Sunday becoming symony- 
mous in their minds. “Come on in our 
chapter-house and have a game of bil- 
liards,” invited a young student, “rush- 
ing” a girl attending her brother’s grad- 
uation at a certain university, as they 
were walking together on Sunday after- 
noon. 

“No, not on Sunday,” she quietly 
surprised him by replying, and then was 
surprised herself to find the “rusher” her 
firm friend instead of sneering critic, as 
she expected. Try it, girls. (3) 


Home Study 


Memorize Isaiah 28:13 with a review 
of the Fourth Commandment. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A Misused Gift. 

Discussion: What are the best ways to 
“spend” Sunday? Why are they best 
(1) In a material sense? (2) In a spir- 
itual, sense? Where do you find the 
Scripture supporting these? What has 
been your experience in this matter? 
Was it sad, or satisfactory? Why? 

Objective: By simple obedience to the 
Fourth Commandment to find highest 
delight; highest efficiency; highest honor 
— honoring God. 














ministry —note that he was always in 


AY,. Fellows, a rich boy’s dad gave 

him a new roadster, and the very 
first thing he did was to run into a tele- 
graph pole, then spend six days in the 
hospital. 

Now that was making sorry use of a 
happy gift, wasn’t it? 

God, our heavenly Father, is rich be- 
yond compare. He delights to give his 
children rare and costly gifts. Some- 
times their nature and purpose are mis- 
understood, and they are sadly misused, 
but all the same they are highly in- 
vested with joy, and the directions ac- 
companying are perfectly clear. 

Such a gift is the Sabbath day. With 
its proper use, God offers reward worth 
more than a king’s ransom. Listen, fel- 
lows, to what it is: “I will cause thee ta 
ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Ja- 
cob” (see Isa. 58:13, 14), and if you 
want to know what “the heritage of Ja- 
cob” is, turn up Genesis 35:9-12 and 
parallel passages; it includes just about 
everything on earth and in heaven that 
the human heart can rightly desire! 
possessions, lands, wealth, influence, 
power, friends—to say nothing of the 
reward awaiting in heaven, so wonderful 
that even God does not attempt to de- 
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not put forth special effort in prayer, in 
ifts, and in personal work, to. reach 
acob and transform him into Israel? 


Nuacara FaAtts, Can. 


ws 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one éach week. 
ut readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of the lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stems. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by ‘the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. . : 
eference will be given to illustrations on 
ont portion of the fesen text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “P - - 
Illustrations on other verses an e 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are also needed. 


Are We in Earnest ?—He was teaching 
in one of the synagogues on the sabbath | 





day (v. 10). The old lawyer was right | 
when, after hearing a young preacher on) 
the Sabbath, he said to him, “Young 
man, if J had a boy studying law here’ 
with me, and he did not show more in- | 
terest in a petty case in a magistrates _ 
court than you did yesterday in preach-_ 
ing to those immortal souls, I would | 
turn him off. I wouldn’t have such a 
person around me.”—From_ the Chris- | 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. | 

Going to the Heart of It.—And im- 
mediately she was made straight, and, 
glorified God (v. 13). Some time ago 
when studying this incident in the He- 
brew New Testament with a class ~od 
Jewish schoolboys, I asked them what! 
they thought about Christ’s action. One| 
boy said that as the woman’s infirmity 
had been of long standing she could 
easily have waited one day more. An-| 
other said that it would have saved) 
trouble if Jesus had deferred the cure 
until the next day. A third maintained 
that there had been no infringement of 
the Sabbath law because the act of heal- 
ing had not involved any manual opera- 
tion, Finally, the discussion was broken | 
up by the question of a blind boy in the 
class, “What would you have preferred | 
if you had been the sufferer?”—From 
Dr. Mackie. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. 


Ecclesiastical Confectionery, — And 
the ruler of the synagogue, being moved 
with indignation because Jesus had healed 
on the sabbath, answered and said to 
the multitude, There are six days m 
which men ought to work: in them there- 
fore come and be healed, and not on the 
day of the sabbath (v. 14). One Sun- 
day a young man from the north of 
Scotlang, out walking with his sweet- 
heart, noticed a sign over a doorway, 
“Dairy and Confectioner.” Wishing to 


| 
| 








give the young lady a treat, he entered 
the shop and asked for chocolate creams. | 
“I dinna sell chocolate creams on the} 
Sabbatif” said the old lady behind the) 
counter, severely. “But ye selt sweeties 
to the woman just gane out,” said the 
young fellow, who had seen the trans- 
action through the window. “Ay, some 
ecclesiastical confectionery, but nae choc- 
olate creams,” said the lady, and went on 
to explain: “Ecclesiastical confectionery 
is peppermint draps, pan draps, and gin- 
ger lozengers, but nae chocolate creams.” 
—From the Expositor. Sent by C. E. 
Gutteridge, Aron Park, Fla. 


At the Wrong Door.—Strive to enter 
in by the narrow door: for many ... 
shall seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able (v. 24). In the days of the sainted 
Murray M’Cheyne there was a man who 
was much troubled, his mind filled with 
gloom, having no peace nor rest. One 
day, as M’Cheyne was preaching to 
Christians, not to those outside, the man 
got peace. After the service he went to 
the minister, his face so beaming that 
there was no need to ask if he had got 
peace. The minister simply asked, “How 
did you get it?” He answered: “All the 





time I've been trying to enter at the 
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saints’ door, but while you were speak- 
ing I saw my mistake, and entered at 
the sinners’ door.”—Abridged from the 
Rev. J. Riddell. Sent by the Rev. D. H. 
Strong, Shelburne Falls, Mass... Prize 
illustration, 


Was It Harsh?—Who redeemeth thy 
life from destruction (Psa. np: 4). In 
the city of Pottsville, Pa, the broken 
end of a high voltage wire was lying 
upon the pavement, along which the en- 
gineer, Mr. Hildebrand, was walking, 
unmindful. of the fact. Mr. Schlitzer 
saw the danger and yelled to warn him, 
but his voice was drowned by the noise 
around. Picking up a stone he threw 
it, and hit Hildebrand on the chest. He 
looked up and avoided thé wire just as 
he was about to step upon it. With tears 
streaming down his face he thanked 
Schlitzer for saving his life. How often 
the Lord in the use of the chastening rod 
saves us from some terrible calamity. — 
From Charles F. Reitzel, in the King’s 
eantes. Sent by J. B. James, Toronto, 


an. 
The Jew’s Reply.—/t is lawful to do 
good on the sabbath day (Goldén Text). 
A Jew who had done a worthy act on 


the Sabbath, which others refused to do, 


was reproached for it, and replied, “Good 
deeds have no Sabbath.”—From the 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Kingston Hill, Surrey, Eng., 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we would use thy day for thine own uses. 
We would not turn it into a time for self- 
gratification. Forgive us if we have thus 
lowered by any act of ours the high priv- 
ileges of that day of remembrance. Teach 
us, we pray thee, to use its precious hours 
im ways that are pleasing to thee. May we 
let the day bring blessing to others through 
our faithfulness in worship and in glad serv- 
ice, doing good with lavish spending of time 
and strength. In thy dear name, Lord Jesus, 
Amen, 


After the Lesson.—Not what we must 
not do, but what we ought to do on the 
Lord’s Day —that is the great question 
for the Christian! For if we are busy 


| with the rest and the doing of good that 


belong to that day, then there isn’t time 
to bother about the things that we might 
possibly think we could strain a point 





to do! It is a day of wonderful priv- 
ilege when we are free to do many things 
in the Lord’s service that are not very 
likely to get done during school-days or 
business days. Isn't it penn to 
think that the Lord said it was law- 
fui to do good on the Sabbath day? Not 
idleness or selfish pleasures, but the do- 
ing of good belong to the day we set 
apart in which especially to remember 
our blessed Lord—our busy, loving, 
serving Lord! How wasteful we have 
been with our Sundays! Shall we ask 
him to help us to use them as he would 
have them used? Let us pray. 





REMEMBER 


THE LORD’s Dé%s 
AM 1 USING THE DAY ARIGHT ? 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Safely through another week.” 

“Rescue the perishing.” 

“O day of rest and gladness.” 

“Say not to-morrow.” 

“The day of resurrection.” 

“Again the morn of gladness.” 

“Jesus, we love to meet.” 

“Help somebody to-day.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in pa:- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“O’er Hill and Plain” (138 : 1-3). 
Psalm 65 : 1-13. 
“Harden Not Your Heart” (210 : 1-3). 

Psalm 103 : 1-18. 
“This Is the Day” (235 : 1-3). Psalm 118 :14-29. 
“It Is Good to Sing” (184 : 1-3). Psalm 92 : 1-4. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Where They Go To Get Them.—7 hie 
ruler of the synagogue, being moved 
with indignation because Jesus had 
healed on the sabbath (v. 14). The mat- 
ter of Sabbath observance is one of the 
very much alive questions in America to- 
day. Continental Europe danced and 
drank, sang and sported and tramped all 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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over the commandment, laughing all the 
while at poor old “Puritan America.” 
Then in 1914 it “happened” in Europe, 
—just what happened in Israel when 
folks forgot to remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy. “Puritan Amer- 
ica” with her “blue laws” has come out 
all right at Isaiah 58:13, 14! Solomon 
was a material success (in a way) be- 
cause David respected God’s laws. Solo- 
mon’s son was an ignominious failure 
because Solomon could not give him .a 
righteous boost such as Solomon had 
from David, his father. Solomon played 
golf all day Sunday, had champagne din- 
ners in the evening and cards and din- 
ner dances over the week-ends. That 
is, so to speak. Man or nation breaks 
a command of God at peril. And no 
commandment more perilous in its break- 
ing than the Fourth. That bunch of young 
fellows you see regularly disregarding 
the day will never be Big Executives 
(for long) of anything. Who would en- 
trust his estate to a Sabbath. breaker? 
Who would put his money in a bank 
officered by godless Sabbath breakers? 
Mr. Jew banks with Mr. Christian al- 
most always. One of the richest men 
I know, who has little regard for the 
Sabbath day, selected a Baptist deacon 
for his right hand man. The General 
Electric Company has just elevated Mr. 
William Dalton, President of the Sche- 
nectady Young Men’s Christian Associa- 
tion to the office of General Manager. 
Such concerns do not go to the Sunday 
bleachers or links or tennis courts or 
dinner dances for their “Big Men.” 


In the Dark Day.—The multitude re- 
joiced for all the glorious things that 
were done by him (v. 17). The multi- 
tude is still rejoicing on account of these 
glorious things. Among others, that 
Jesus did not hesitate to heal on the Sab- 
Helping the other fellow out of 
trouble is always a religious function. 
If you have any doubts about the mul- 
titude’s reason for rejoicing for the glo- 
rious things done by Jesus, just read the 
account of the atheistic Bolshevists in 
Russia. There was nothing new in the 
Lenine-Trotsky regnum in Russia. It 
was much thé same in the Roman Em- 
pire at the time Jesus came. Human 
life was worth no more in Rome and 
Jerusalem than in Moscow and Petro- 
grad. It is only the hand of Jesus 
Christ that makes life livable on the 
earth (John 10:10). In India, babies 
were thrown to crocodiles and the wid- 
ow burned alive on her  husband’s 
funeral pyre. In Africa the death of 
a chief was “sunsetted” by the blood of 
his people. In Mexico the  quivéring 
heart of the human sacrifice was lifted 
to the sun. The tide of blood has run 
as high in Christless Russia as ever in 
heathendom. Yet, would you believe it, 
there are those, and the hated “bour- 
geoisie” at that, who are working over- 
time to tear down the safeguards of re- 
ligion in this fair land. When that day 
comes when those who scorn the church 
shall find the church has gone they will 
have Russian conditions. The “tribula- 
tion” will have arrived. Those “nar- 
row, bigoted church people” will have 
gone. No healing, no Red Cross, no 
 £ M. C. A., no Y. W. C. A., no more 
“glorious things.” Because only Christ- 
folks do these now. The godless mob 
and the godless “highbrows” can not 
learn, even supposing they had the heart 
(Matt. 24: 21). 


Life in the Mustard. — Like unto a 
gram of mustard seed (v.19). I know 
aman who manufactured a food proti- 
uct which is in universal use. He has 
grown rich because. people do not eat 
his food product. He makes the mus- 
tard which most of us leave on the edge 
of the plate! It is thus that many folks 
waste the kingdom of heaven. The safe 
opener in order to read the combination 
of the lock makes his finger ends sore 
that they may be supersensitive to the 
slightest movement of the lock mechan- 
ism. That is to say, in order to see 
with the fingers the finger nerves must 
be a-tingle. Read O. Henry’s great story, 
“Alias Jimmy Valentine.” The late Dr. 
Joseph Price was one of Philadelphia’s 
great surgeons. He never performed a 




















Lesson for January 7 
Luke 13 


major operation without first “washing” 
his hands in ground mustard. Like the 
bank robber, in order that his hands 
should “see” on the inside and know how 
to proceed they must be sore enough to 
be sensitive to the slightest touch. So 
you see, the mustard tree not only shel- 
ters the birds, but also has help for the 
doctor and life for the race. And be- 
sides,- what good old-fashioned house- 
wife does not know the virtue of the 
mustard plaster? Jesus is so concerned 
that all should make the kingdom of 
heaven that he exhausts metaphors. In 
other lessons I have treated each fig- 
ure. To-day I want to get this mus- 
tard metaphor because most folks you 
meet seem to be interested in everything 
other than heavenly things. As has been 
said, the mustard is wasted as heaven 
is wasted. That Dr. Price, referred to, 
by his wonderful skill as a surgeon, 
brought joy and happiness into many a 
despairing family I could name —and 
the mustard seed stung his hand to its 
skill. Do you understand? (Matt. 13: 
32; Dan. 4: 21.) 
CoaATESVILLE, Pa. 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


NTRODUCTION.—This is our first 

Sunday of the new year. Has it be- 
gun as a Happy New Year for each of 
you? Have yow been watching day by 
day for some chances to do a kind turn 
to somebody? We know that 
“Little deeds of kindness, 

Little words of love, 


Make gur earth an Eden, 
Like the heaven above.” (Old Song.) 


It makes us more like Jesus when we 
are kind and helpful to others. That is 
why we should pray daily: 

“Help me to do the things J should, 

To be to others kind and good; 

In all I do, at work and play, 

To grow more like thee every day.” 
(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 

ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) 


Before Christmas we had many stories 
which told how Jesus went about doing 
good by preaching, teaching, healing, and 
helping. Do you remember the woman 
who had been ill twelve years, and how 
gladly Jesus healed her when she touched 
his garments in the crowd, believing that 
he could help her? Sometimes Jesus 
helped a woman — sometimes a man, like 
the one whose four friends carried him 
on a mattress to see Jesus; sometimes 
it was a child, like Jairus’ daughter. 
Jesus loved everybody and was ready 
to do a good turn at any time. There 
are many other Bible stories which tell 
how 

“His hands were always helping 
And his eyes were always kind; 
For he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.” 


(Soug Stories for the Suaday School, Clayton | 


F. Summy Co., Chicago, 15 cts.) 


Lesson Teaching.—Our Heavenly! 
Father Js pleased when we help others. | 
Lesson Story—One Sabbath Day) 


Jesus went as usual to worship in the 
synagogue, where he had a chance to 
teach the people how to live so as to 
please the Heavenly Father. ' 

Among those who came to listen 
Jesus noticed a poor ‘woman, who was 
so bent over that she could not walk 
straight nor sit up like other people. She 
had been that way for eighteen years. 
Jesus felt so sorry for her that he wanted 
to help her right away, if she could 
have faith to believe him. 

When Jesus saw her he called her 
to him and said, Woman, you are loosed 
from your trouble. Could she believe such 
good news? She went at once to Jesus, 
who laid his‘hands on her. Immediately 
she was made straight. What would she 
do first of all? Right there in God’s 
house she worshiped and thanked God. 

The ruler of the synagogue who had 
charge of the services that day felt an- 
gry to have such a thing happen in the 
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synagogue on the Sabbath. He was so 
indignant that he said before the peo- 
ple, There are six days in which men 
ought to work; come and be healed then, 
and not on the Sabbath. 

Jesus heard what the ruler said, so he 
answered, If your oxen or cattle or 
beasts are thirsty, each one of you will 
loosen them from the stall to lead them 
to the water-place. Is it worse to loose 
this Jewish woman from her trouble 
which has bound her almost double for 
oo years, even if it is the Sabbath 


ay? 
When the faultfinders heard that, they 
felt ashamed and had nothing more to 
answer. The people who were there 
rejoiced. over what had happened and 
because of all the glorious and helpful 
things which were done hy Jesus. 
After the Story.—Let us -talk about 
some of the things which children can 
do to make Sunday a holy, helpful, happy 
day. Like Jesus we may all go to God’s 
House to worship with prayer and praise. 
e may 
“Enter into his gates with thanksgiving 
And into his courts with praise; 
Be thankful unte him and bless his name, 
For the Lord is good.” 
(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., 
Iowa, 35 cts., postpaid.) 


The Heavenly Father is always pleased 
with the worship of children. 

On Sunday afternoon there are 
chances to visit some child or older per- 
son who may be sick or shut in. 
not be possible to cure them, as Jesus 
did, but a kind word, a little song, a 
flower, or even a happy smile will help 
to cheer them and make them feel bet- 
ter. It will make you feel happy too. 
Our Heavenly Father is pleased when 
we help others. (Perhaps some local 


Wapello, 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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opportunity will suggest itself to afford 
the children a chance for expression 
along the line of doing good to others.) 

“Do all the good you can, 

To all the people you can, 

In all the places you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

And just as long as you can.” 


Peoria, sLL. 





Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Jesus’ attitude towards traditions. 

2. His principles of right Sabbath keep- 
ing. 

3. Your application of them to your 
Sundays. 











Ye constant controversy between 
~ Jesus and the religious authorities of 
his day will never be rightly understood 
by young people till they make clear 
distinction between religious traditions 
and principles: one imposed by men upon 
men, the other commanded by God. So 
turn for your first study to-day to that 
plain seventh chapter of Mark, where he 
records Jesus’ full teaching on this sub- 
ject. Explain the general line of his 
argunient, with its illustrations from the 
religious forms of his own time, but 
have read aloud and marked in all the 
Bibles verses 8 and 9, and then 13. 
Now it was their “leaving the com- 
mandment of God to hold fast the tra- 
ditions of men” concerning the Jewish 
sabbath that so aroused Jesus’ indigna- 


occasion to practise the commandment 
of God in the face of their traditions. 
Have one girl prepared to give a list 
of the healings on the Sabbath that Luke 
records, then add to that list all those 
you know of that are recorded in the 
other Gospels’ (and not in Luke), and 
‘this fact will impress them, as indeed 
Jesus’ own use of the Sabbath impressed 
his observers and critics. (1) 

Use enough references from the Old 
Testament to show just what the com- 
mandment of God really was concern- 
ing this day. Genesis 2: 2, 3; Exodus 20: 
8-11; 23:12; 31:13; Leviticus 19:30; 
Nehemiah 9:13, 14, and 13: 15-22, with 
the lovely Ninety-second Psalm and 
Psalm 118: 24 are all good ones. Very 
clearly two great principles stand out 
as the reason for the institution of this 
day and the rule for its proper observ- 
ance. It was given for physical rest and 
for spiritual refreshment, and in physical 
rest and spiritual refreshment we should 
spend its hours. Remember that rest 
does not mean idleness, and that refresh- 
ment of spirit may come most fully 
through such ‘activities as bring God 
most near. It is also evident from 
these Old Testament principles that 
God expected his people to find their 
spiritual refreshment in his sanctuary, 
in the united, stated, expressed worship 
of himself. (2) 

Now look for a moment at the enor- 
mous weight of traditions the Pharisees 
had added, making the Sabbath anything 
but a refreshment to the souls of men, 
—rather an intolerable burden upon 
an already over-formal age. Describe 
some of the absurd details of those tra- 
ditions, like walking one step more than 
the prescribed Sabbath Day’s journey, 
or carrying any “burden” in the hand. 


2. Now study your list of Jesus’ heal- 
ings on the Sabbath and see whether or 
not he kept God’s great principles as he 
.broke men’s traditions. Study this in- 
cident most closely (Luke 13: 10-17), and 
see how fearlessly he combatted those 
weary old traditions that actually broke 
the Sabbath they were designed, by men, 
to honor. And see how “gloriously,” as 
Luke joyfully recorded the multitude’s 
delight in his courage and his compas- 
sion, our Lord did honor the day of 
rest and worship. How many thousands, 
think you, in those synagogues where he 
relieved so many sick and suffering and 
helpless ones on the Sabbath days of his 





ministry —note that he was always in 





tion and almost provoked him to seek} 
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the synagogue himself that day — wor- 
shiped God as never before because of 
those very miracles of mercy? 

The rest Jesus found for himself on 
that day must have come through the 
service of the synagogues, faulty as he 
must have seen them to be, for the needs 
all about him left him little time for 
rest through seclusion. 


3. Test your own Sundays by Jesus’ 
principles. Do you seek rest for your 
bodies that day and refreshment for your 
souls through his sanctuary and such 
deeds of loving mercy as shall make men 


worship him more? Or is your 
rest but selfish idleness and Jour 
refreshment primarily for the mind 


or the senses through gaieties and go- 
ings, usually away from the house of 
worship? There is no refreshment for 
the soul. like hearing God speak and 
speaking to him unless it be in bringing 
men to know him better. 

Girls are so afraid of losing friends by 
having Sunday standards different from 
their companions that you can help them 
much if you can give them an experience 
of your own proving the contrary. Or 
can not one of them tell her mates how 
she holds her day sacred from worldli- 
ness and yet keeps it joyful? And 
surely you, their teacher, have plans 
for them that give full scope to their 
eager, active minds and bodies in serv- 
ices of love that prevent all possibilities 
of dullness and Sunday becoming syaony- 
mous in their minds. “Come on in our 
chapter-house and have a game of bil- 
liards,” invited a young student, “rush- 
ing” a girl attending her brother’s grad- 
uation at a certain university, as they 
were walking together on Sunday after- 
noon. 

“No, not on Sunday,” she quietly 
surprised him by replying, and then was 
surprised herself to find the “rusher” her 
firm friend instead of sneering critic, as 
she expected. Try it, girls. (3) 


Home Study 


Memorize Isaiah 28:13 with a review 
of the Fourth Commandment. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: A Misused Gift. 

Discussion: What are the best ways to 
‘spend” Sunday? Why are they best 
(1) In a material sense? (2) In a spir- 
itual, sense? Where do you find the 


‘ 


Scripture supporting these? What has 
been your experience in this matter? 
Was it sad, or satisfactory? Why? 


Objective: By simple obedience to the 
Fourth Commandment to find highest 
delight; highest efficiency; highest honor 
— honoring God. 














= 4e, Fellows, a rich boy’s dad gave 
him a new roadster, and the very 
first thing he did was to run into a tele- 
graph pole, then spend six days in the 
hospital. 

Now that was making sorry use of a 
happy gift, wasn’t it? 

God, our heavenly Father, is rich be- 
yond compare. He delights to give his 
children rare and costly gifts. Some- 
times their nature and purpose are mis- 
understood, and they are sadly misused, 
but all the same they are highly in- 
vested with joy, and the directions ac- 
companying are perfectly clear. 

Such a gift.is the Sabbath day. With 
its proper use, God offers rewurd worth 
more than a king’s ransom. Listen, fel- 
lows, to what it is: “I will cause thee to 
ride upon the high places of the earth, 
and feed thee with the heritage of Ja- 
cob” (see Isa. 58:13, 14), and if you 
want to know what “the heritage of Ja- 
cob” is, turn up Genesis 35:9-12 and 
parallel passages; it includes just about 
everything on earth and in heaven that 
the human heart can rightly desire! 
possessions, lands, wealth, influence, 
power, friends —to say nothing of the 
reward awaiting in heaven, so wonderful 
that even God does not attempt to de- 
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scribe it, because our language, our finite 
understanding is not able to receive it. 

But a word about that promise: “I 
will cause thee to ride upon the high 
places of the earth.” It has been ful- 
filled in the lives of many trusting and 
obedient fellows. Let me tell you of 
one, especially striking, coming under my 
observation. John Malley (we will call 
him that) was ambitious. He was deter- 
mined to go high, but his folks were 
poor. He managed to get through two 
years at college, working his way. The 
beginning of the third summer vacation 
found the country in the grip of finan- 
cial, panic and hard times. The usual 
lines of summer work, which he was 
obliged to have, were closed. At last 
opened to him a job serving customers 
in an. ice cream parlor. Not to John’s 
liking, but it was honest work. Satur- 
day night came and the boss handed 
John his week’s wages with the remark 
that he would expect him on duty at 
nine o’clock next morning. “Not Sun- 
day!” said John, in some dismay. “Sure,” 
said the boss. “But I'm not willing to 
do this kind of work on Sunday,” re- 
plied John. “All right. You're fired,” 
said the boss. 

John accepted without a word, picked 
up his hat, and went home. It was his 
last chance for remunerative employ- 
ment, so far as he could see. But, none 
the less determined, he got out his books 
and. proceeded to continue his studies at 
home. In the following week came the 
‘announcement of two Cecil Rhodes schol- 
arships allotted to his state. Examina- 
tion of applicants in his congressional 
district would take place in a near-by 
city ‘at 4 certain time. John got a line 


a 
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on the tests that would be made and be- 
gan to dig, night and day. He got the 
appointment, and a few months later 
was aboard the Majestic en route to Ox- 
ford University for a three-year course, 
with fifteen hundred dollars on deposit 
subject to draft to cover his expenses. 
As John stood upon the forward deck, 
on a wonderful Septemtber morning, the 
clear blue sky above him and the great 
wide ocean about him, his heart throb- 
bed with a great sense of the goodness 
of God. “He is faithful that promised,” 
uoted John; and as the proud ship cut 
) ae into the crest of a great mountain 
wave and the keen salt air whipped his 
coat collar about his face, there were 
borne to him these same words, taught 
him early in boyhood — words which he 
had honored by obedience: “If thou turn 
away thy foot from the sabbath, from 
doing thy pleasure on my w day ; and 
call the sabbath a delight, the holy of 
the Lord, honourable; and shalt honour 
him, not doing thine own ways, nor find- 
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking 
thine own words: then shalt thou de- 
light thyself in the Lord; and | will 
cause thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth, and feed thee with the 
heritage of Jacob thy father: for the 
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” 
Fellows, it is the privilege of every 
one of you to have just as fine an expe- 
rience as that. Don’t let it escape you. 
God designed it for you. Jesus said, 
“The sabbath was made for man, not 
man for the sabbath.” But you must 
use it his way. Jesus did that. See how, 
in Luke 13: 10-17, to-day’s lesson. 
Follow Jesus and you will make good. 
Greenssoro, N. C, 














Three Kings from the East Again 


When Paolo, his “socio” Mr. Sundqvist, and the chauffeur fed naked 
Italian babies at Christmas time 














To tell the honest truth, this Christmas story is a year old, and was sent to The 


Sunday School Times by Paolo’s friend and ‘‘spiritual father,’’ Dr. 
of Hartford, Conn., to whom Paolo confided it in a letter. 


W. H. Morse, 
Paolo, it will be recalled, 


is selling automobiles in Italy for an American firm. 


Y GOOD socio, Mr. Sundqvist, sell- 

ing cars with me went into the war 
region that Christmas Eve, last year. 
That place is Gioletti, one of the places 
where they could not afford a Christ- 
mas, so they said. That Santa Claus 
was so busy in America and England 
that he had to fly right over Vienna and 
Buda-Pesth and these places where he 
found it tiresome to see so much un- 
happiness. You see when we understood 
this, Mr. Sundqvist said to me that we 
might as well be S. C.’s substitutes. 

A good bunch of “Friends” from 
Richmond, Ind., are wérking among 
them; were then, and are still. So they 
let us know how to find the worst off 
ones, and we had quite some things in 
groceries. It was not so late, but, you 
see, we had to go earlier, cause they had 
little of candles. Now please comprestand 
that these people are not what you call 
shift ess, ‘but there was no work, and 
currency is of such low value. 

Ah, why can I not write well of what 
we had to see? There was not a thing 
to show it was Christmas Eve. The 
places we entered were such cramped 
places, the room where so many lived, as 
small as a pantry or a closet in an Amer- 
ican house. Chidren were just rags. 
Furniture? The little rooms were, as 
you might say, stripped naked, stark 
naked. Not sold, but let by to the 
pawnbrokers, so as to help provide neces- 
sities. Some places the husband and 
father had gone missing, not to the 
pone, though, but in the war. Such 

ig families of children! Say, I have 
seen on six little ones not clothing 
enough to clothe one decent. And oh, 
the t. b.! You know what that means, 
tu-ber-cu-lo-sis. But you do not know 
the awfulness of the disease till you see 
it among these people. Poor little ma- 
ciated children, coughing, feverish; 
stooping women; and those who had been 





And all, every sick one, were sure that 
they would be better soon. What do you 
think of that,—starving to cure’ the 
t. b.? Starvation three times a day be- 
fore meals, if you want to put it that 
way and—no meals, And you know that 
typhus was mixed in with the constimp- 
tion in the war, which makes it worse 
yet, © 

It was not so bitterly cold that night, 
but the cold came by later. Fuel was 
scarce, such as it was, wood of course, and 
hard to get, and to make to burn up. 
Fires were made to last as long as pos- 
sible, and they were but apologies for 
fires, and only at times in the day burn- 
ing. At night no fire. The family went 
to bed, not on the mattress, but under it, 
and some of them told us that they slept 
very comfortable. In daytimes that was 
the same way they get warm, those chil- 
dren; put to bed. Say, it stings my eyes 
to think of it. But there was no evil 
odor about any of the houses we visited, 
for bare as they were the women kept 
them very clean, and a clean child in 
rags is such a pitiful sight, don’t you 
know? No scum on them, not a bit. Be- 
fore war they were gentle peasants, do- 
ing well. Pride? I should say so. Some 
said that they did not want charity if 
they could only have work. I tell you 
what it is, it is*no good that we saw 
in the smouldering eyes of some of those 
men. I wonder if it is safe to let them 
starve. But how can it be helped, with 
the price of coal blocking the factory 
wheels? 

May be you think that there is some 
patriotic ecstasy in starvation. No, sir, 
none at all. Let the poets sing that, if 
they will. The people are no less patri- 
otic when they are sick, hungry, and cold, 
but all the same they are quiet. But let 
any one say a word against Government, 
and my! they are passionate at once, and 
resent it. They want to work. They 


strong men, -now white, and staring out} claim a right to work, and would do so; 
of eyes that had a fire way back in them.| but do not you dare blame Government. 





Bags of bones, and loyal to the Govern- 


ment. . 

The fault? The war of course. These 
are the victims of it. Think of it! Kid- 
dies the victims. Mr. Sundqvist said in 
one house, “Oh, you poor young ones!” 
And the mother (there were seven chil- 
dren) said that they are not young ones. 
“My children were never young, they 
were little, not young.” Little, and they 
had nothing to do with making the war! 
When the subject seemed too sad, and 
we tried to change the conversation by 
saying that it is peace-time now, they 
said in a very whispery sort of a way 
that peace against hunger has yet to be 
declared. I do not like to say much of any- 
thing about the way that our “Christmas 
gifts” were received, for really they were 
not so very much. It is not hardly worth 
mentioning, — thanksgiving for cans of 
condensed milk, bacon, flour. We could 
not but see how glad they were. Every 
one had to shake our hands, and the wo- 
men were much at kissing the same 
hands. Grateful? 
can of tinned milk in a child’s hand, — 
ah, that was a gift! Some mothers, 
laughing and gulping at the same time, 
touid us how happy we made them, and 
then told the children what day to-mor- 
row was to be. 

“I did not yet before dare to tell that,” 
they said. 

One old grandmother who admitted us 
with our bundles asked where the “other, 
the third king,” was. “You three ride 
out of the East,” she said, “just as 
then you did when you rapped at the 
stable door in Bethlehem and found the 
blessed Baby.” How she insisted that 
the chauffeur should come in, too! 

When we had a prayer with them, they 
were mystified as to how we did that, 
and yet were not priests. I left a Tes- 
tament in each house, and explained 
about it, as I read of the birth of Jesus. 
The books were received with many 
thanks, and one woman hung hers on 
the wall, saying that she was sorry she 
had no candle to put befoye it, but de- 
claring. that she had been told that on 
Christmas day an American Bible-book 
on the wall would be a mirror, and in 
it they could see the Christ-child and 
the reflection of their own face. That 
was superstitious enough, but it pleased 
me. hat same woman said another 
strange thing, which was that she could 
not see how an aviator could be wicked, 
and fly. This was when I said that per- 
haps next year the three kings might 
come in a plane! + But the joke was not 
received. Sufferers from hunger are past 
being joked. 

PAoLo. 





Children at Home 








The Little Girl Who 
Never Walked 


(A True Story) 
By Carrie Belle Root Boyden 


HE doctors said that she would 

never walk again. She was only a 
little mite of a thing,—her earliest 
memory is of the time just ‘a few days 
before her fall, when she came tripping 
down the stairs to her third birthday 
celebration. But she would never stand 
on her feet any more —so they told her 


‘grief-stricken father. 
a 


When she was nine years old her 
mother died. There were two other 
children in the family. But they went 
to school, so Amelia (that is her name) 
became the housekeeper. In the weary 
years that had followed the accident, 
she had learned to get around the floor 
without using her lower limbs at all. 
She had learned to cook, sweep, to wash 
dishes, and to do many useful things 
about the house, with the strength of her 
arms and hands. There was only one 
thing about the housework that she could 
not do. 
hang the wet clothes on the line after 


they were washed. So at noon her lit-| 
tle sister, home for lunch from school, | 


would take a chair out to the back yard, 
and standinig 6n it hang out the clothes. 


Oh, no mistake. A} 





It was impossible for her to! 
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And yet through all these years Amelia 
was happy, —% real girl with eyes brim- 
ful of fun. 

One day a deaconess heard of the ten- 
ear-old crippled girl and came to call on 
er. It was with difficulty that she 

gained admission, for -Amelia’s father 
had told her not to let any one in while 
she was alone in-the house. But the 
deaconess reassured her and she crawled 
out from under the bed and let her in. 
And the next Sunday! She went to 
Sunday-school, riding in a little red 
wagon drawn by one of the Sunday- 
school teachers. Amelia made a trium- 
phal entry in that little red wagon — she 
was bubbling over with fun and happi- 
ness, 

Three years later the deaconess took 
her to Chicago, where they sought ad- 
mission to-a crippled children’s home. 
But there was no room, and they had to 
go to a Students’ Home to wait for a 
vacancy. -Here she was the radiant sun- 
beam of the home, the favorite of the 
older girl students. The vacancy occwur- 
red. Then came many hard and long 
months. Her crooked limbs were. oper- 
ated on and put into plaster casts, and 
they told her that ‘she could walk ver 
soon. She thought it meant to wah 
alone, so she stood everything heroically. 
But it was a bitter disappointment when 
they brought her a pair of crutches and 
told her to “try to walk.” She wanted to 
be like other children. But she ‘bravely 
kept her happy smile as she learned to 
walk with the crutches. 

She was now: fourteen years old, and 
had never been to school. When the 
nurses told her she was to attend the 
Crippled Children’s School she was joy- 
ful: now she would be like other girls. 
The morning that she was to start she 
was so eager that she didn’t wait for 
the nurse who was to take her, but 
started off alone. But the. ground was 
frozen, and the liftle crutch slipped, and 
threw her down. She cut her lip, and 
her entry into school had to be 'post- 
poned a whole week. 

At the close of the first day in school 
she returned home with a sober: litthé 
face. : 

“Where is my happy little girl who 
went to school this morning?” asked the 
nurse. “Didn’t you like school?” 

Then the story came out. She was 
fourteen,—and had to be in the first 
grade with the little six-year-olds. But 
she was comforted, and the next day 
when they laughed at her, she laughed 
too. She studied so hard*that in a month 
she was promoted to the second grade, 
and in two months she was in the third 
grade. Then they decided to send her 
to another hospital for treatment.* She 
had no more school until in Cleveland 
she began a three-year course in a train- 
ing school. In between times she studied 
with her sister’s books. At the training 
school she found a wonderful friend in 
her room mate., Since those days they 
have been firmly devoted to each other. 

A rich experience at this school 
matched the incident of the little red 
wagon—and even over-matched it! 
When Amelia arrived at the Cleveland 
railroad station one day with her room- 
mate, after a vacation, they discovered 
that the wheeled chair had not been sent 
over! But an arm chair was secured 
from the tieket office, and in it Amelia 
rode to the school in a dray wagon, and 
enjoyed every inch of the ride. 

And now? This little girl who had to 

work so hard and endure so much is 
helping in a settlement house in -Chi- 
cago. She has classes and clubs of girls 
of many hationaljties. She teaches them 
and sings for theta — her beautiful voice 
is heard in the city churches, too, at 
times. And so she, knowing full well 
what laboring under a handicap means, 
is helping those who have other sorts of 
handicaps. At the same time she is sup- 
porting herself. She has learned short- 
hand and typing, and has an office posi- 
tion near the settlement. In her work 
among the girls she sometimes says: 
“I’m so happy that it almost hurts.” 
_ One wonders sometimes how a smile 
is always on the. face of the little crip- 
pled girl—and happiness in her heart. 
The reason is that Amelia lets the Lord 
Jesus Christ live in her heart, and he is 
always radiant. 


Mepina, OI. 
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An Orthodox Training 
School in Natal 




















INCE the mission fields to a very 
great degree reflect the conditions of 
the homeland, it is not surprising that 


the need of training schools which stand| R 


by the Bible as the very Word of God is 
ove becoming very acute. The rising 
tide of apostasy and doubt has sent many 
converted natives of many lands awa 
from the worship of their risen Lord, 
and out into a trackless sea of doubt. 
Unless the fruit of the labor of many 
godly missionaries over a_long period 
of years is to be lost, the Christian peo- 
ple of America must support schools 
that stand for the faith in heathen 
lands. , 
An especial need for an evangelical 
training school, one that shall send out 
native pastors and evangelists and teach- 
ers, has existed for some time past in 
Natal, Southeast Africa, The natives 
are hungering for Christian teaching and 
education, but higher education in the 
secular schools there is largely perme- 
ated with Higher Criticism of the Bible. 
To meet the challenge of the situation 
two ladies who have been for years 
teachers and missionaries in Natal have 
set themselves heroically ‘to provide a 
training college in which young Chris- 
tian men and women can be given a 
sound and comprehensive training, and 
sent out with undiminished faith in the 
Word of God. ; 
These two ladies, Miss Lucke and Miss 
Hoover, ko 4 this work as an “adven- 
ture of faith.” They put all their worldly 
goods into the buying of property and 
equipment for the school. They took 
over, and have partly paid for, a four- 
teen-room building, a boys’ dormitory, 
carpenter shop, and several other build- 
ings. For several years now the school 
has been able to proceed in a very suc- 
cessful way. Without saghenten on the 
part of the founders of the school, Miss 
Lucke and Miss Hoover, it was inspected 
and accredited by the government as an 
approved institution, the grade of teach- 
ing thus being recognized as second to 
none. While this would enable the 
founders to receive government aid in 


the expenses of the school did they so/ feg 


wish, they have consistently refused to 
accept such aid, since this would curtail 
their liberty to teach the Scriptures as 
the inspired Word of God and the only 
rule of faith and practise, and particu- 
larly the pre-millennial return of our 
Lord. In addition to the work regularly 
prescribed by the government, a two- 
years’ Bible course is given. This is 
patterned upon the course given by the 
Moody Bible Institute. 

This faithfulness to the truth of God 
and the great need have brought about 
a financial crisis in the affairs of the 
school. Ten thousand dollars is needed 
at once to meet the final payment upon 
the property. Miss Lucke and Miss 
Hoover have come to the United States 
to plead with evangelical Christians that 
the work may not be discontinued, and 
a large section of Africa left without an 
evangelical training school. Should the 
school be closed, students would have to 
return home or go elsewhere — there are 
Basutos, Zulus, Pondos, East Portuguese 
Africans, and Rhodesians who are look- 
ing to this school as the source of light 
which they may take back to their own 
people. Ernest A. M. Harris, missionary 
m charge, South Africa General Mis- 
sion, writes to Miss Lucke: 

“May I say of the evangelists and can- 
didates for the ‘Bible Training School’ 
who have been under your instruction, 
that we are more than satisfied with the 
progress they have made in their studies, 
and what is of far more importance, the 
progress they have made in their spir- 
tual life. It is the high spiritual tone 
of the school that tells. ... We who 
feel and know the need for such a school 
zs yours in Natal most sincerely hope 
and pray that you may be successful in 
your present mission to America and be 
enabled to secure the funds necessary 
for the continuance of your most useful 
work, and that the calamity of closing it 
down may thus be avoided.... Hav- 
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ing been twenty-five years a missionary 
in Africa I can appreciate the value of 
a work like yours, and can testify to the 
need of its continuance.” 

Will not the Christian people of this 
land, so favored with wealth, pray, and 
if so led, give, that this work in Mal- 
vern, Natal, may be continued and en- 
larged? Gifts may be sent to Nutley 
House Native Training School, care of the 

ev. R. M. Webster, 1418 North Six- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia. 


we 
The Baptist Bible Union , 
of America . 


"[ Baek are one hundred and Glew 
five signatures to the call for the 


organization of the page St eee | 
and Mani- 


. 


of America, and this a 
festo” is being broadcasted for applica- 
tions for membership, which sf be 
sent to O. G. Nichols, Secretary, Elyria 
Ohio, who will send copies of the call 
to all applicants. 


The call states that “there has arisen’ 


within the bounds of Baptist denomi- 
nationalism an ecclesiasticism, dominated 
by Modernism, which has turned awa 

from the integrity, finality, and sole-sut- 
ficiency of the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God and from the simplicity of 
apostolic evangelism —the message and 
method of our fathers.” “This eccle- 
siasticism, dominated by Modernism, has 
forted the orthodox into an unholy and 
God-forbidden alliance with the heter- 
odox,” and therefore this organization 
to stand for the faith is instituted be- 
cause “there has arisen from every side, 
both from churches and individual mem- 
bers, a call loud and long for a new fel- 
lowship in Christ Jesus wherein those 
who hold to the integrity, finality; and 
sole-sufficiency of the Bible as the Word 
of God, and who hold to the simplicities 
of apostolic evangelism, may meet in 
communion, apart from unholy collusions 
which gender strife.” 

The doctrinal basis emphasizes “the 
divine inspiration, and the integrity, fi- 
nality, and sole-sufficiency of the Bible 
as the Word of God; the redemption by 
the Son—his incarnation, virgin birth, 
sinless nature and life, and his infallibil- 
ity as teacher; his substitutionary and 
atoning death; his bodily resurrection — 
actual and real; his ascension into 
ven — invested with all authority, his 
mediatorial intercession — High Priest 
over the household of God, and his glo- 
rious Second Advent — pre-millennial, 
personal, and visible.” 

The committee sending forth this call 
consists of the Rev. R. E. Neighbour, 
Elyria, Ohio; W. L. Pettingill, Phila- 
delphia, and O. W. Van Osdel, D.D., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 





With the New Books 


Christmas Light (By Ethel Calvert 











Phillips).— Years ago the popularity of; 
‘Ben Hur opened the way for numbers 


of stories which weave themselves about 
the life of Jesus. They are usually ex- 
cellent for supplying local color, and for 


vivifying scenes which have often been | 


familiar only as history on paper. Miss 


Phillips has made an attractive story of | 


Jewish life in Bethlehem at the time of 
the birth of Jesus, and one that may 


be easily read by children of ten for: 


themselves. Her little Naomi is an ap- 
pealing little lassie whose deep sorrow 
is suddenly relieved by a touch of the 
Babe in the manger, (Houghton Mifflin 
Co., Boston, $1.50.) 


China from Within (By Charles Er-| 


nest Scott, D.D., Presbyterian Mission- 
ary, Tsingtau, China).—The book is in- 


teacher” 
University and later President of the 
United States, and has an Introduction 
by J. Ross Stevenson, D.D., LL.D., pres- 
ident of Princeton Theological Sem- 
inary. It is a second edition of Dr. 
Scott’s course of nine missionary lec- 
tures before the Seminary, 1914-15. A 
keen and discriminating observer, a com- 
petent and sympathetic interpreter, the 
viewpoint of the author is from “within,” 


obviously the only point from which 
correctly to see the Chinese situation and 
rightly understand the Chinese charac- 
ter. In all my missionary reading, no- 
where have I seen more amazing facts 
as to the power of “the Jesus religion” 
in producing unflinching devotion, un- 
swerving steadfastness, incorruptible in- 
tegrity, unstinted service. The atrocious 
slander of “rice” Christians is over- 
whelmingly refuted. Every American 
church-member should read these lec- 
tures for the new conception he would 
get—new to most of us—of the dy- 
namic of Christianity. The Chinaman in 
his international, intranational, civil, 
economic, educational, social relations, 
as he is and as he might be, is seen from 
| “within,” and he is a vastly different 
person from the Chinaman seen from 
without. Read, mark, inwardly digest to 
| get the Christian solution—the only 
solution that wil ! solved, —of the 
‘ le 





Chinese question. ming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $2 


Teaching 
in Teacher Training (B 
Boyd, PhD. D.D.; 
Machen, D.D.; Walter Scott Athearn, 
Harold McA. Robinson, D.D.).—This 
little book is in four sections, the first 
of which is devoted to “The Develop- 
ment of the Church in Olid Testament 
Times”; Section Two, to “The Life of 
Christ and the Development of the 
Church in Apostolic Times and in Post- 
Apostolic Times”; Section Three, “ 
Introduction to the Study of the Mind”; 
and Section Four, “The Church as a 
Teaching Institution.” The sections 
dealing with the Bible itself are note- 
worthy in that they fulfil the promise 
of the Introduction that the book spe- 
cializes on the history of God’s re- 
deeming grace, and de not aim to ex- 


James Oscar 


the Teacher, A First Book 


ohn Gresham 
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plain away miracles, The section deal- 
ing with Church History is unusual, in 
that it records that history not merely 
from the human standpoint, but magni- 
fies. the work of the Holy Spirit in the 
development of the Church. Section 
Three is an elementary psychological 
study that fits well into the purpose of 
the book itself. The study is modern, 
but uses the word “faculty,” as is not 
usual any longer in psychology. The 
section which deals with “The Church 
as a Teaching Institution” recognizes 
that the mission of the Church is pri- 
marily spiritual, a fact which makes the 
discussion noteworthy in a day when 
that mission’ is so often represented as 
being purely social. There is a treat- 
ment not only of the work of the Sun- 
day-school, but of the daily Vacation 
Bible School, and of week-day religious 
instruction. It is doubtf whether 
there is ony tomer eeee my ee 
true to the purpose of helpi evelop 
“teachers of the grace of Cod in Jesus 
Christ” than this comgoet and well or- 

nized _ treatise. (The Westminster 

ress, Philadelphia, 85 cts., cloth ; 60 cts., 


paper.) 

Rightly Dividing the Word of Truth 
(By C. I. Scofield)—This is a new 
edition of this remarkable “dispensa- 
tional” study, which originated many 
qeore ago in a series of addresses by 

r. Scofield when a pastor at Dallas, 
Texas, and which were later published 
in book form. There are ten of these 
outline studies of the more important 
divisions of Scripture. A tribute to this 
book by Charles E. Hurlburt, General 
Director of the Africa Inland Mission, 
is but an echo of the testimony of 
scores of Christian workers. Mr. Hurl- 
burt said the book “gave to me my first 


(Continued on the next page) 














No “Program” is Needed 


For making Watch Night on December 31 a Night of Prayer for Revival 
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| are increasing evidences of 
a rising tide of intercession through- 
out the world. Pastor O. R. Palmer, 
of the Africa Inland Mission, who has 
just returned from a partial tour of 
Great Britain, Ceritral Europe, and 

Russia, says: “Everywhere it is the same 

| —God’s children crying for revival!” 
Similar reports are received from al- 
most every quarter of the globe. God’s 
people are tired of “programs,” of re- 
ligious entertainments, and even of man- 
made evangelistic campaigns. The 

Christian Herald of New York, in its 

issue of October 21, voices editorially the 
| intense longing of thousands—as fol- 
lows: 

“One convention has rarely been called 
—a convention for prayer. ... We 
would like to go to a convention where 
no one made a speech, where no banquet 








The Prayer Tryst 
By Katie Ross 


Cw we're meeting in the morning, 
Waiting at the Throne of Grace, 
While our Great High Priest is pleading— 
Pleading in the Holy Place : 
“I will pour my Holy Spirit 
On all flesh’’— his word most sure. 
Blest are they who hold his promise 
And in joyful hope endure. 





| We are waiting, and beholding 


Here and there the droppings fall, 
Workings of His mighty Spirit 
Sent in answer to our call. 


, [ | Yet we long to see the showers 
scribed to Woodrow Wilson, “honored | 
when president of Princeton) 


Saturate the thirsty ground, 
And a heaven-sent real revival 
Be the universal sound. 


Come and join us in the morning, 
Who would not our privilege share ? 
Bringing to the feet of Jesus 
This poor needy world in prayer. 
Soon our privilege will be ended, 
Soon we'll hear his advent blast! 
He is coming, oh, be earnest — 





While our praying time shall last. 





at $3 a plate was spread, where no funny 
stories were told, where no brilliant ora- 
tors were invited. 

“Just a convention called for all men 
and women who are sick of programs, 
just to pray to God. Three days of 
prayer, with now and then an old hymn. 
Prayer and nothing but prayer. Prayer 
and no gorging and expensive ‘eats.’ 
Prayer and no chairman to introduce 
‘speakers.’ 

“We have had enough conventions to 
hear men talk. Let us have a conven- 
tion to hear God speak to us.” 

Fellow-members of the body of Christ, 
let that “big convention” begin now! Let 
it begin everywhere, in every secret 
closet of prayer! Let it continue on 
through Watch Night, without human 
program, but in humble confession of sin 
and in a mighty turning to God. 

A missionary writes from a station in 
Africa where souls continually are be- 
ing saved: “We had a Watch Night © 
meeting last year that lasted from eight 
o’clock Saturday evening until four the 
next morning. Some of the native Chris- 
tians walked sixty miles to be present.” 

Sixty miles by foot to a one-night, 
nothing-but-prayer, Watch Night gath- 
ering! And that, too, in Africa! Oh, 
all but Spirit-bereft Church of America 
—ism infested, pleasure mad, card-and- 
dance ensnared, sin-loving Church of 
America — art thou not lukewarm? Say- 
est thou not, “I have need of nothing”? 
Thy teachers as well as thyself, are they 
not likewise “wretched, and miserable, 
and poor, and blind, and naked” ? ' 

Yes, a “big convention” of prayer is 
needed, a convention of the whole true 
Church of Christ, beginning now, con- 
tinuing through Watch Night, continuing 
through the Week of Prayer, continuing 
until God shall answer in a mighty re- 
vival throughout the earth—for his 
glory, not man’s. 

When individual members of the body 
of Christ, and when the Church as a 
whole, meet the conditions of 2 Chron, 
icles 7: 14, the fire will fall. 


Gather for prayer on Watch Night. 
Pray everywhere for revival. 
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Inexpensive, all-the-year-round 


Bible Reading and Study Helps 


Practical booklets that will greatly enrich your 
individual, family, or Sunday-school studies 








Once a Year J. H. Smeeton 


Many would like to have regular family worship, but don’t 
know how to begin. Here is an inexpensive guide that will 
be a great help to an intelligent reading of the whole Bible in 
the family circle or individtally. 

A section is given for every day, with central thought or key- 
word, and the Bible is exactly covered in a year. Included is 
a supplement of shorter selections appropriate for children’s 
reading. $2 a dozen, $15 a hundred, or 20 cents each. 


Through the Bible 
ina Year by Questions O. S. Schultz 


Ten questions a week, exactly covering the Bible in a year. 
May be used independently or as a companion booklet to 
Once a Year. Was been successfully used as supplemental 
work in Sunday-school. $2.50 a dozen, $20.a hundred; or 25 


cents each. 


The 1923 
Bible Success Band Booklet George T. B. Davis 


} A beautifully illustrated and illuminated booklet with messages 
by James M. Gray, D.D., W. H. Fitchett, D.D., and Howard 
A. Banks, Litt. D., and a list of Scripture passages for daily 
memorizing. $2 a dozen, $15 a hundred, or 20 cents each. 
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| of perennial interest is the time covered 
| by those remarkable campaigns known 
‘as the Holy Wars. In this volume of 
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With the New Books 
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clear Scriptural basis for dispensational 
truth, and for a clear, intelligent under- 
standing of the Word of God. I do not 
know of anything that has been printed 
since which gives so clearly and so con- 
cisely to the beginner in real Bible study, 
a basis for an intelligent understanding 
of the Word of God.” Chapter head- 
ings are: “The Jew, the Gentile and the 
Church of God”; “The Seven Dispen- 
sations”; “The Two Advents”; “The 
Two Resurrections”; “The Five Judg- 
ments”; “Law and Grace”; “The Be- 
liever’s Two Natures”; “The Believer’s 
Standing and State”; “Salvation and Re- 
ward”; “Believers and Professors.” 
Téns of thousands of copies of this book 
have been circulated, and. its ministry | 
is almost as great to-day as it ever has 
been in the past. In publishing the) 
present edition the publishers say that 
“the copies of ‘Rightly Dividing the 
Word of Truth,’ which have been on 
the market probably for the last fifteen 
years, have been seriously altered with- 
out Dr. Scofield’s knowledge or consent, 
making doctrinal changes of a vital na- 
ture, and just before Dr. Scofieid wen 

Home, he requested the school to pub-' 
lish an authentic edition from the orig- 
inal text.” (The Philadelphia School 
of the Bible, 1721-23 Spring Garden 
Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 50 cts.; paper, 
25 cts.; special prices in lots.) 


The Chronology of the Bible (By 
Philip Mauro).—The author states that 
his book was suggested by Anstey’s valu- 
able work, “The Romance of Biblical 
Chronology.” Indeed, he describes his 
book as a brief, popular, and untechnical 
presentation of Anstey’s positions. This 
is particularly welcome because Anstey 
is now unfortunately out of priht. Mr. 
Mauro claims to base his Chronology 
on the Bible only, and to be independent | 
of all outside authorities. With great 
force he calls attention to the fact that 
there is only ore line of chronology, 
that which leads in’a line from Adam 
to the Messiah. This gives a complete 
chronological scheme, and it is certainly | 
most significant that there is no chron- | 
ology connected with other lines of de-| 
scent (p. 18). The point is well and) 
ably stated. Some’ of the chapters deal! 
with Biblical and spiritual teaching which | 
will be decidedly helpful to students. | 
Mr. Mauro follows Anstey, Sir Robert} 
Anderson, and others in the explana-| 
tion of the chronological difficulties of 
Judges. Daniel’s Seventy Weeks are 
said to be continuous, the view of the! 
gap between the sixty-ninth and seventi- | 
eth being summarily rejected. Accord- | 
ing to Mr. Mauro, the Seventy Weeks | 
began with the Decree of Cyrus and the) 
sixty-ninth ended with Christ’s baptism, | 
leaving three and a half years, the first 
half of the seventieth week, for our 
Lord’s ministry up to the time of the 
Cross. But how the other three and a 
half years are made up Mr. Mauro does 
not seem to say. As a popular and 
brief account of Anstey’s great work, 
together with helpful suggestions by Mr. 
Mauro himself, the book will be of in- 
terest and value, thotigh, of course, it 
will not carry conviction to all readers 
in regard to chronological problems. 
Many will still think that Dr. Green 
and Dr. Beecher are worthy of attention. 
(Hamilton Bros., Boston, $1.) 


Is Sunday the Christian’s Rest Day? 
(By Keith L. Brooks).—Nutshell treat- 
ment of ponderous doctrines is the or- 
der of the day. At best only a general 
direction of thought can be suggested 
in a small seven-page tract on this great 
theme, which probably demands as ex- 
tended a treatment to-day as any theme 
of the Scriptures. The outhne which 
Mr. Brooks presents is convincing and 
true to the great doctrines of grace. 
Where a seven-page tract on this theme 
can be used, a better one will hardly 
be found. (The Biola Book Room, 536- 
558 South Hope Street, Los Angeles, 


5 cts.) 


The Story of the Crusades (By E. M. 
Wilmot-Buxton).—A period of history 
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The Most Simple and Time Saving 
? FOR SECRETARY 
Head $ S. S. Recor AND TREASURER 
For 27 Classes, $1.50; 65 Classes, $2.00 


Head’s S. S. Class Books 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record of entire 
school, has ever been issued. ‘ 
A returnable sample copy of both books sent for 
examination on request. 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicage 





some two hundred and eighty pages 15 
given vividly and concisely the whole 
thrilling story, full of deeds of romance 
and valor, but alas, too often marred and 
weakened by a spirit of self-seeking and 
jealousy. The author gives an impartial 
view of the long conflict between Islam 
and the Cross for possession: of Jeru- 
salem and the Holy Land beginning with 
the birth of Mohammed in A. D. 570 
and the first capture of Jerusalem, in 611, 
and on through’ the centuries when one 
and then another held the .coveted spot 


' until 1453, when with the fall of Con- 


stantinople the Holy Land passed out of 
€hristian control until its historic re- 
capture by General Allenby, in 1917. 
(Thomas Y. Crowell Co., New York, 
$1.75 net, postage extra.) 


The Inevitable Book (By Lynn Har- 
old Hough).—In this delightful volume 
of stories the crisis of one life after 
another is unfolded, together with the 
easing of the heartache and the solving 
of every problem by the power of the 
words of “The Inevitable Book” — the 
Word of God. A captain of industry, a 
young mother, a soldier in training, a 
yegg in prison, a clever young sales- 
man, a great ecclesiastic, a young cguple 
who find it -hard to make a satisfactory 
home —the stories of all these and many 
more are blended into an exquisite gal- 
lery of word-painting. These varied 
sketches are brilliant because they bring 
us in touch with life as it is and with 
the transformation into the more abun- 
dant life. (Abingdon Press, New York, 
$1.25, net.) 








The Victorious Life 











U 


an 








1b purpose of the conferences con- 
ducted by the Victorious Life Tes- 
timony is to show hungry-hearted Chris- 
tians the offer in God’s Word of a life 
of sustained fellowship with ‘God, of 
actual victory over sin, and of habitual 
power in service, through Christ as Sav- 
iour, Lord, and Life. 


we 
Calendar of Conferences 


San Juan and other points in Porto Rico 
to be visited by the Rev. Howard B. Din- 
widdie, December 20 to January 3. 

Philadelphia Winter Conference of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony, January 15-20. 

Cleveland, Ohio, Conference in charge of 
Mr. Charles G. Trumbull and the Rev. How- 
ard B. Dinwiddie, February 13-18. 

Langhorne, Pa., Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, 
the Rev. Howard’ B. Dinwiddie, and other 
speakers, January 9-12. First two meetings 
to be held in the Methodist Church, and the 
last two in the Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Griffith Thomas’ engagements 
Brooklyn, N. Y., Spencer Memorial 
Church, December 24, 31. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
| By H. McAllister Griffiths 





January 14. Why Do You Think the Bible 
is the Word of God? 2 Tim. 3: 14-17. 
January 21. Evangelistic Missions at Home 

and Abroad. Luke 24 : 45-53. 

January 28. What Are the Rightful Claims 
of the Church upon Us? Heb. 10: 19-25. 
(Beginning Christian Endeavor Week.) 

February 4. What is the Chief Value of a 
Christian Endeavor Society? 1 Tim. 6: 11- 





16. (Christian Endeavor Day. Decision 
Day.) 
Sunday, January 7 
Lessons from the Psalms. 1. The 


Guide-board Psalm (Psa. 1 : 1-6) 
(Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—“Blessed” (Psa. 36:1-6). The man 
who takes this path opened by God be- 
gins it with a blessing, ends it with a 
blessing, and walks it with a blessing. He 
becomes a blessing. 

Tues.—Bad Advice (Prov. 10:7-14). There 
is plenty of. bad, superficial, and careless 
advice. Follow it and you become care- 
less, superficial, bad. There is one place 
where sure advice can always be found: 
The Holy Book. « 

Wed.—Love of the Word (Psa. 119 : 41-48). 
We love Christ the Living Word because 
he first loved us. We love the written 
Word because it has “found us,” and told 
us of that Love. And we love them both 
doubly because they abide with us for- 
ever. : 

Thurs.—The Fruitful Life (John 15 : 1-8). We 
are to grow. Our roots take the power 
from the River of Waters, our Christ. Our 
strength is not for ourselves, but that we 
may bring forth fruit “in season.” And 
the Christian season is “now.” 

Fri—The Fate of the Wicked (Jude 8-19). 
Those who ignore or reject Christ are like 
chaff.. Their very memory shall perish. 
Every young Christian should remember 
daily: that for a. human heing to be lost 
is a terrible, eternal, real thing. 





Bastien Bros. Co, 431 Bastian Bidg., Rochester, W.Y, 
OFFERED TO-DAY 

reliability, its aptness of expo- 

Che Sanday School Times 


Arnold’s Practical Commentary 

Its high spiritual tone has en- 

sition and suggestiveness are well known. 
Philadelphia, December 23, 1922 





Advertising Rates, 


90 cents per line, $12.60 per, inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 800-80 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 
postage. 
$1 50 Five or miore copies, either 

° to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 
year. 
$2 00 One copy, or any number of 

° copies less than five, $2 each, 
per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
go cents each for foreign postage. That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 


Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 


Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1831 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Sat.—Religion Pays (Prov. 3 : 13-26). Chris- 
tianity is Christ. He. saves us, sanctifies 
us, will raise our bodies up, and wills that 
we shall rule with him forever and ever. 
He is priceless, and we have him now and 
for eternity. 


>E YOUNG people in the Christian 
life realize the attractiveness of sin 
even more than do our elders. All 
round about us the world is “having a 
good time,” and daily the temptation 
comes to the young Christian to plunge 
gaily and recklessly into the stream of 
worldliness and “jazz” and “speed” round 
about him. “Why shouldn’t I enjoy life ” 
comes the cry; “we're only young once!” 
Yes! we are only young once. And that 
is the biggest reason for steering clear of 
temptation. “The younger you are 
burned the longer you will carry the 
scar.” , 

There are two ways of facing tempta- 
tion: First, to steer clear of the places 
where temptation is lurking, and so to 
keep it at a safe distance. Second, to go 
where temptation is, and attempt to re- 
sist it after we get there. The first 
is the right way; the second is the wrong 
way, the weak way. These two ways 
are described in the First Psalm. The 
wise and blessed man is the one who 
has sense enough to steer clear of evil 
associations or even those places where 
evil is “among those present.” The weak 
man goes anywhere he is asked, and con- 
sequently is as variable and worthless as 
chaff blown by the wind. 

We are preserved from sin simply by 
trusting in His power to keep all that we 
have given him to take care of for us. 
When we turn our feet where sin is, 
or when we imagine as much in our day 
dreams, we snatch the control from him 
and face temptation alone and in our 
own strength. No wonder we fall then! 
The history of all our falling into the 
power of sin is the history of refusing 
to trust him for victory, taking the mat- 
ter into our own hands, and then fighting 
a losing fight. 


What two ways of life are described? 
—The God-obeying way, and the God- 


disobeying way. The strong, grounded 
way, and the weak, frivolous way of sin. 
The way of the righteous, and the way 
of the ungodly. 


Why does conscience need guiding? 
—The voice of conscience within us is 
not the voice of God. It is the voice 
of our moral self, which sometimes is in 
direct conflict with God, and with the 
Word of God which should be our only 
infallible guide. 

What influences around us tend to 
lead us astray?—Anything that in any 
way gets between us and Christ or blunts 
the keen edge of our love for him. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


FISHER FOLKS: 


enjoy robustness and :ive 
until ripe old age they 
know the value of cod tiver 
oil and its importance as a 
factor of diet and health. 


cott’s Emulsion 


should be taken regularly 
i during a time of 
weakness as a means 
of helping to nourish 
the body and to 
build up the powers 


of resistance to normal. 
Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield, N.J, 22-49 J 
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If any friend of yours is not quite 
sure that prayer is answered in a direct 
and affirmative way, let him read “Ad- 
venturing With Sister Abigail,” a little 
book (paper, 25 cts.; boards, 60 cts.) of 
prayer experiences decidedly reassuring 
—one that The Sunday School Times 
Company is particularly glad to publish. : 


JUST A MINUTE 


of your time while you are making those New Year resolutions ! 




















Right now, at the close of the old year and the opening of the new, you 
doubtless are looking backward on the accomplishments and failures of 
the past year, and looking forward with earnest purpose to the future, de- 
termined by God’s grace to make a better record in 1923. 


As a Christian you are giving thought not only to your material 
prospects for the year we are just entering, but also as to how you may 
more worthily magnify the name of the Saviour who is so dear to you. 


That is why we have asked for just a minute of your time to draw your 
attention to a form of investment which will help you on the material 
side, and at the same time help the cause of your Master. 


We are thinking of the Life Annuity Contracts which are issued by 
The Moody Bible Institute, and which pay interest varying from 4 to 11 
per cent. 


These Contracts are coming more and more into favor, and we are re- 
ceiving many appreciative letters concerning them. For example, a re- 
quest for information was received from a lady in Ohio. We sent her 
full particulars offering her better than 8 per cent. She wrote in reply 
that she wanted to invest $500.00, and inquiring how she should send it. 
You would be interested and appreciative also if you once learned of the 
many fine points of these Contracts. 


A postal card request will bring you the particulars, Please state your 
age, and the amount you may consider investing, and we will tell you at 
once the rate of interest you would receive, etc. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
Dept. 2D, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
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To help the Juniors start the year right 


Bible Alphabets and Memory Work 


Compiled by Alan S. Pearce 











HAYE you felt the need for definite Bible memory work in the various departments » 
Sunday-school and especially among the Juniors? This low-priced booklet, in co: 
ent form to fit the pocket, has just been prepared to meet that need. 


Most of the material is attractively arranged in the form of alphabetic drills, the first text 
beginning with the letter A, the next with B, and so on, thus making it easier to remember the 
texts in sequence. Included are drills on the books of the Bible, Bible characters, places, pramises 
and praises, and Missionary and Second Coming Alphabets. There are also drills for each month 
of the year, questions and reviews on the Gospel of John, acrostics, Bible Arithmetic, and a 
oo devotional program. Some of the drills are extended and difficult, while 
others are brief and easy, so that the booklet is suitable for various grades. The work is really 
adapted to all ages, and may profitably be used in the home, in Bible classes or prayer meet 
ings, in summer Bible schools or Christian day schools, and as a superintendent's platform 
drill or in individual class work in the Sunday-school. 


Only 25 cents, postpaid 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Scripture Text Calendar for 1923 
The Original Calendar of Its Kind—Ideal Holiday Gift 


To individuals who desire a quantity for personal use 
as Holiday Gifts, we herewith quote smaller quantity 


rates : 
Single copies, 35c; 5—$1.65; 
12—$3.84; 25—-$7.50; 50—$12.50 
Cost Sell for Profit 
yoo Calendars ; § 20.00 $ 35.00 $15.00 
200 . - 87.00 70.00 33. 


National Educational. Society, 427 S. Dearborn St., Chicago, Illinois 


S. 5. LESSON HELPS 


Thought-stimulating expository surveys of the In- 
ternational Lessons, full of suggestions and applica- 
tions “Illustrative Hints and Helps” on the C. E. 
topics and other equally helpful departments, and _re- 
ports of addresses delivered at the famous Northfield 
conferences, 


RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK 


Box 605, East Northfield, Mass. 
$2 a year; 20 cents a copy. 


WEYMOUTH’S MODERN SPEECH TESTAMENT 
THE BEST MODERN TRANSLATION | 


Circular on Request 
THE PILGRIM PRESS 


UNIVERSITY BIBLE EDUCATION| 


and undergraduate. Hundreds 
“nroll now. Catalog. Write 
Bible University, Eugene, Ore | 


S. S. LESSON ILLUSTRATOR 7 





19 W. Jackson St. 
Chicago 


14 Beacon St 
Boston 
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is only $1.00 for a whole year—LESS THAN 
Don't miss it! Marion lLawrance says: ‘*' There 
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is no other | like as well.’”’ 
158 litth Avenue, New Yo 


Read the Bible Through in 1923. 52"%\,!0, gents | 
Konrrzky, 4316 Bellvieu Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Plates,ete 


Globe Furniture Company, #3,Par* fisce- 











Northville, Mi 
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Whether skin is broken or 
bruised or muscles tired, 
apply a few drops of 
bsorbine, Jr. It is both an- 
tiseptic and liniment. Safe; 
of pleasant edor; cannot 
a. pacpaney net 
ruggists or postpai 
eral trial bottle, postpaid, 
zoc. 
W. F. YOUNG, Inc. 
291 Temple Street 
Springfield, 


‘AbsorbineJ: 
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No Soap Better 
—— For Your Skin-— 
Than Cuticura 


Sample each fBoup, Ointment, Tato) free of Cuti- 
eure " %. V, Malden, Mass. 
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For Family Worship 


By the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission PrayerLeague, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through ‘them that are His.” Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


A New Year Sevenfold Objective for 
this Department 


1. A family altar in every home of 
our Sunday School Times family, and 
every home of the same _ intercessory 
mind, offering united petitions (2 Tim. 
3253 3384, 163 & Cor. 3: 20). 

2. Daily prayer for every member of 





each home, especially for every unsaved | 
or afflicted member (Acts 16: 31; James | 


5: 14-16). 
3. Daily prayer in a hundred thous- 


' and homes for this paper, that God will 


make it an engine of spiritual power, 
and use it during 1923 as never before 
(1 Cor. 16:9; Eph. 6:12; 3:20). 

4. Daily prayer for every Christian 
home, for revival in the body of Christ, 
and for world-wide evangelization (Eph. 
5: 21-33; 4: 30-32; Mark 16:15). 

5. Daily prayer for Jew, Gentile, and 
Church of God, which means “for all 
men” (1 Cor. 10: 31-33; 1 Tim. 2: 1-4). 

6. Daily prayer for every evangelical 
pastor (your own included), and for 
every missionary, evangelist, teacher of 
the Word, editor, educator, and leader, 
and for all evangelical enterprises and 
movements (Eph. 6:18, 19; 1 Tim. 4: 
13-16). 

7. Daily prayer for yourself, that in 
Christ through the power of the indwell- 
ing Spirit you may abide on the ground 
of the cross, may “grow in grace,” may 
attain unto a high stature of manhood 
in Christ, “perfect and complete in all 
the will of God.” (See Paul’s Epistle to 
the Ephesians. ) 





January 1 to 7 
Mon.—Luke 13 : 10-17. 
A Woman Healed on the Sabbath. 
This first day’s reading is on healing 
the body; this year’s last reading on 
saving the soul. .Satan was back of the 





woman’s physical difficulty; he is back, 


of all sickness of the soul. Jesus, loosed 
from the law, loosed the woman from 
her infirmity. Bondage killeth; the 
spirit (not license) quickeneth. 

PRAYER SuGcEsTIONS: Pray earnestly 
for each of the seven objects indicated 
above, especially to-day for No. 1. 
Don't neglect prayer this year. Set a 
time daily, (1) for private prayer, (2) 
for family prayer, and sy Gop’s HELP 
live wp to it. 

Tues.—Matthew 12 : 9-13. 
A Man Healed on the Sabbath. 

Jesus refrained not from doing good on 
six days, and he did good on the seventh. 
Are there not those of his followers 
who refrain from “doing good” during 
the six days, and then try to crowd lit- 
tle or much good into the seventh? But 
he who fails through the six will fail 
also on the seventh, and contrariwise. 
Each in a sense prepares for the other. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray again for 
each of the seven objects mentioned 
above, especially No. 2. Might it not 
be well to combine into one record your 
Daily Prayer List and a Scrap Book on 
Prayer, and among other things paste 
into it such suggestions from this depart- 
ment as you see fit, in order that you 
may “not forget.” ? 7 
Wed.—John § : 1-14. 

Sightless Eyes Opened on the Sabbath. 

How natural was the question of the 
disciples: “Who did sin?” ‘And how 


| are innumerable; some we may forget, 


| (Heb. 10:25). PRAY! 


‘Church Treasurer’s 


| 


often in some form we ask the same 
question; regarding affliction as God's 
judgment of sin. Is it net uswally an 
uncharitable question, imdicating our 
fleshly tendency to judge others? And 
might not Jesus’ rebuke of his disciples 
be also his rebuke of us? “Judge mot.” 


Prayer Succestions: Remind yourself 
(and God) once more of the “sevenfold 
objective.” Pray fervently for Ne. 3; 
take the burden of the edttors and pub- 
lishers upow yourself and make i¢ your 
burden, . Pray THROUGH! 


Thurs.—Matthew 12 : 1-8. 
Jesus Lord of the Sabbath. 

God “rested on the seventh day.” 
Jesus, as God, is “the same yesterday, 
and to-day, and forever.” He came, not 
to violate the law which he had made, 
but to interpret it spiritually and to ob- 
serve it accordingly. The divine Law- 
Maker is never a law-breaker. 

Prayer Succestions: Elijah “prayed 
again, and the heaven gave rain” (James 
4:18). When the Church prays as Eli- 
jah prayed (James 5:17), the heaven of 
heavens will give rain. Nay, but Elijah 
was not Israel; he was only one, a no- 
madic prophet. God waited in vain for 
Isrdel; is he waiting in vam for the 
Church? Oh, for the prevailing Elijahs! 
Fri.—Exodus 23 : 10-13. 

The Sabbagh for Refreshment. 

Moses knew nothing of modern sci- 
ence, but God did —thousands of years 
ago. And now science tells us that 
“man’s pulse beats on the seven-day 
principle,” slower one day in seven than 
on the other six days. How could Moses 
know that man needed every seventh day 





for rest except God told him? A power-| 
ful argument for the divine origin and! 
inspiration of the Bible! . - | 


Prayer SuGGEsTIONS: “Men ought al- 
ways to pray” (Luke 18:1). Remember | 
again each of the seven objects. Particu- | 
larly remember No, 5. Picture to yourself 
Israel's plight, Israel’s anguish, Israel's 
great heart yearning. God hasn’t for- 
gotten. Have ,ou? 
Sat.—Hebrews 4: 4-11. The Sabbath a Type. 

“There remaineth therefore a rest,” but 
how few of.God’s people —even of God’s 
people — enter fully into it. It is found 
“on the ground of the cross.” Says Dr. 
Scofield: “Just as God rested’from a 
perfect work of creation, so the believer 
rests in a perfect work. of redemption.” 
Cease working ; begin believing; rest fol- 
lows. See Romans 4: 5.) 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Praying al- 
ways... forall saints’ (Eph. 6:18), es- 
pecially to-day for all evangelical leaders, 
as indicated in No. 6. What you say to 
your pastor MIGHT do harm; what you 
say to God out of a burdened heart about 
your pastor will in time accomplish 1N- 
FINITE RESULTS. 

Sun.—Psalm 103:1-8. Praising Our Helper. 


“His benefits”: Forgiveth; healeth; re- 
deemeth; crowneth; satisfieth; renew- 
eth; executeth; reveaieth; showeth 
merey. If he had “dealt with us after 
our sins” (v. 10), not one of these bene- 
fits would have been ours. His blessings 


but “forget not all,” he pleads. 

Prayer SuGGestions: Oh, that thous- 
anzs in our Sunday School Times fam- 
ily might spend mucu of this first Sun- 
day of the New Year 1N PRAYER — pray- 
ing for themselves, interceding ‘‘one for 
another,” petitioning for this “Week of 
Prayer,” pleading for revival, looking 
for His coming, “AND sO MUCH THE 
MOKE, AS YE SEE THE DAY APPROACHING” 





Accounts Always Audited. REVELL’S 


sccennovine DECORD 


Concise — Systematic — Simple —Time saving 
WEEKLY ENVELOPE SYSTEM 
FOR 448 MEMBERS, $2.50; 896 MEMBERS, $3.00 
Send for other sizes and prices 


Special Offer A returnable copy of this record wili 


be sent, postpaid, for examination to 

y treasurer. Give number of church members, 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY , 

158 Fifth Ave., New York. 17 N. Wabash Ave., Chicago | 





A 


(Lesson for Jan. 7) DECEMBER 23, 1922 
a 





The “Very Best” Harm 
of The —_ 


This is the famous Broadus 
‘¢Harmony” thoroughly re- 
vised, re-arranged, and en- 
larged. An unequalled and 
indispensable book in the 
working library of preachers, 
omens, and students of the 
| e. 


**I am ready to name the Harmony by Dr. 
Robertson as the very best. Special attene 
tion should be called to the Analytical Oute 
line, to the Verse Index, and to the Explana- 
tory Notes.’’—Rev. Samuel D. Price, D.D., of 
the World’s Sunday School Association. “‘In 
every way it is as nearly perfect as it could 

. It is sure to become standard with the 
present-day New Testament student.’’— 
Christian Guardian, ‘This is the most com- 
plete harmony of the gospels we have ever 
seen.’’—Biblical Recorder. 


A HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS FOR 


STUDENTS OF THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


Rev. Prof. A.T. Robertson,D.D.,LL.D. 
> 8vo. Net, $2.50 


At Your Religious Book Store 


»GEORGE H. DORAN COMPANY 
Wetayied] Publishers in America for Hodder & Stoughton 
— 244 Madison Avenue, New York 


























Wilde’s 
Bible Pictures 


Sunday-School Teachers 
will find them the most complete set of 
Biblical Pictures published. tT ey are in- 
structive, helpful and almost indispensable 
to the Sunday-school teacher in obtaining 
the best results from his work, for Pictures 
which illustrate make lasting impressions. 
Price, one and one-half cents each, post- 
paid. No orders for less than ten received. 
PICTURE SBT illustrating the International 
Improved Lessons for 1923. 60 Pictures in 
Portfolio—90 cents, postpaid. 
W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
120 Boyston Street, Boston, Mass. 























200,000 


GOSPEL 
TRACTS 


IN STOCK 


Sample Package Containing Over 60 
Different Kinds, SOc, postpaid. 
ALSO SCOFIELD REFERENCE BIBLES 
No. 50 $2.75 


“THE MARANATHA TRACT BAND 
6226 Webster Street, Philadelphia. 























GIST OF LESSONS 1923 FREE 


To any superintendent sending us a list of 12 
or more S$. S. teachers we will send an intro- 
ductory copy of Torrey’s Gist of the Lesson 
1923. Absolutely free and postpaid. 


F. H. REVELL CO., 158 Fifth Avenue, N. 
NOW READY 


SOUL EXPERIENCES 
THAT WILL HELP OTHERS 


Three notable booklets on the devastating effects 
of the higher criticism—with the way out--and up. 


o e J e,0 
Paganism in Our Universities 
By a Recent University Graduate 
Astonishing revelations showing the old Greek 
spirit, essentially rejecting the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith, to wi ely, a ee in class- 
room and campus of our higher institutions of 
learning. 


e 
Confessions of a College Professor 
How I was lured into rationalism, and how I 
came out at the cost of my university position, 
only to find conditions even worse in a denomina- 
tienal college ! 


. 7 Q . * © 
A Pastor’s Experience with the Higher Criticism 
His escape from that deadly miasma of the soul, 
as poy | that of the soldier who awoke in a 


cloud ot chlorine gas and got into his gas-mask 
barely in time. 


¥. 





Each boeklet, 25 cents, postpaid 
Quantity prices on application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 WALNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 
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